
Annual Meeting
2026 AHA Board of Directors 
candidate slate
The American Hereford Association 
(AHA) nominating committee is pleased to 
announce the six candidates nominated for 
election to the AHA Board of Directors. 
The candidates are:

Brett Barber
Barber Ranch, Channing, Texas
806-681-2457
brettbarber69@gmail.com

Andy Beck
Beck-Powell Polled Herefords, 

Bainbridge, Ind.
765-720-1696 
abcbeck92@gmail.com

Larry Cunningham
Cunningham Herefords, Spring City, Tenn.
423-605-9241 
cunninghamphfarm@aol.com 

Mark Ehlke
Ehlke Herefords, Townsend, Mont.
406-439-4311
ehlke@mt.net

Steve Lorenzen
Lorenzen Farms, Chrisman, Ill.
217-822-2803
lf3@ecicwireless.com

Ryan McGuffee
McGuffee Herefords, Mendenhall, Miss.
601-668-1000
ryanmcgu@bellsouth.net

2026 AHA Annual 
Meeting dates and 
hotel information 
Make plans to join us 
for the AHA Annual 
Membership Meeting 
and Conference 
Oct. 23-25, at the 
Kansas City Marriott Downtown. This year’s 
Educational Forum, Friday, Oct. 23, includes 
Redefining Red Meat Yield, Cattle Markets and 
Rebuilding the Beef Cow Herd, Emerging Herd 
Health Challenges, Succession Planning and 
Leveraging the Hereford Feedout Program. 

The Annual Membership Meeting and 
Hereford Honorees breakfast will be Saturday, 
Oct. 24, and will honor the 2026 Hereford Hall 
of Fame and Hereford Hall of Merit inductees. 
The Hereford Youth Foundation of America 
(HYFA) scholarship recipients and Fed Steer 
Shootout participants will be recognized at a 
special awards luncheon on Friday, Oct. 23. The 
2026 National Hereford Queen will be crowned 
on Sunday, Oct. 25. This year’s Ladies of the 
Royal Sale will be Friday evening, Oct. 23.

Find more information, a detailed schedule 
and registration information, see Hereford.org/
annual-meeting. All events are free to attend 
by AHA members, but for planning purposes, 
please register by Oct. 12.

2026 Headquarter Hotel 
Kansas City Marriott Downtown 
200 West 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64105
816-421-6800

Association Programs
Sires selected for 2027 NRSP

The AHA National Reference Sire Program 
(NRSP) is a powerful tool for individual 
breeders and the collective breed to evaluate 
the genetic merit of young Hereford sires 
through large contemporary groups of their 
progeny head-to-head in the real world of 
commercial cow-calf production. Proven 
sires are also evaluated in the test to further 
validate their values while providing more 
reliable data for comparing young sires to the 
Hereford population.

The program is designed to identify 
and validate the genetic merit of young 
sires that offer seedstock producers and 
commercial users of Hereford genetics the 
opportunity to improve their herds for 
specific traits and a combination of traits. 
It also provides ongoing confirmation 
of the profitability associated with 
Hereford genetics.

These are the sires selected for the 
2027 NRSP to use at Olsen Ranches, 
Harrisburg, Neb.

Learn more about the NRSP under the 
“genetics” tab at Hereford.org

Association News and EventsWhat’s
New?

“What’s New?” is a column designed to keep you in the know about Hereford happenings. You can sign up for Hereford Headlines, an electronic newsletter 
distributed the first Friday of each month by the American Hereford Association highlighting Hereford news and events. You can also receive the 
Bald Faced Bottom Line, a commercially-focused electronic newsletter sent the third Friday of each month. To subscribe to these free newsletters, send an email to 
outreach@hereford.org. Archived issues are posted at Hereford.org.
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Sires Selected for 2027 NRSP
Reg. number Sire Name Reg. number Sire Name

44484862 Churchill Doc Holiday ET 44671976 Churchill Strike 4505M ET

44499660 Genoa 9985 Harvester 23259 ET 44638253 Innisfail Signature 11M ET

44650060 SHF Night Hawk L060 N267 44693605 Canyon Gem Superstation 458N

44654445 Churchill Finale 4304m ET 44668324 Whitehawk Legend 790N ET

44650581 SHF New River 2912 N136 44676458 PERKS C&L 1H Legacy 5066

44666894 Churchill Gunsmoke 5106N ET 44768284 Koanui Lips T147

44621041 4B Exclusive 4224 ET 44616165 Churchill JR Thomas 4253M ET

(Reference)

44358760 Birdwell New Standard 2912 ET 43898290 EFBeef D876 Cost Cutter F255
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Association News
Banks joins field staff

Will Banks, 
Cynthiana, 
Ky., joined the 
AHA as the 
upper Midwest 
region field 
representative 

Sept. 21. He will serve 
Territory 5, which includes 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Maryland, Michigan, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia 
and Wisconsin.

In his role, Banks will attend 
Association and breed events, 
shows, sales and meetings, 
serving as a liaison between the 
AHA and its members. He’ll 
visit with Hereford breeders 
and commercial users of 
Hereford genetics to provide 
valuable industry insight 
and promote Association 
programs. Banks will work 
alongside the 1881 Creative 
team to tailor marketing plans 
for seedstock producers and 
make connections across the 
industry, from commercial 
cow-calf producers to feedlot 
managers, to build demand for 
Hereford genetics.

“I’m humbled and truly 
honored to be joining Team 
Hereford. There’s no secret that 
the breed has a longstanding 
legacy and commitment to 
excellence in both the seedstock 
and commercial sectors alike,” 
Banks says. “I’m excited to get 
on board during the midst of 
a historic yet volatile time in 
our business. Over the next few 
years, as we navigate a herd 
rebuild, market uncertainty 
and sustainability practices 
for a growing population, I 
look forward to networking 
with our cattlemen and 
serving the breeders who make 
Hereford cattle a staple in the 
beef industry.”

He graduated Kansas State 
University (K-State) with 
a degree in animal science 
emphasizing beef production 
management, after he received 
his associate degree in animal 
science from Hutchison 
Community College. Banks 
was a member of both 
collegiate livestock judging 
teams, along with K-State’s 
national champion meat animal 
evaluation team. He passed 
along his experience as the 
assistant livestock judging 
coach at Hutchison, before he 
graduated K-State in 2024. 

Recently, Banks served as the 
risk mitigation coordinator for 
the Bluegrass Marketing Group, 
where he ensured safe livestock 
handling, sorted and evaluated 
sale cattle, built valuable 
relationships with customers 
and provided cattle market 
insights. Banks also enjoyed 
working with his family’s Red 
Angus operation, Walking W 
Livestock, where he helped 
merchandise seedstock and 
show prospects, along with 32 
West Stock Farm, a commercial 
cattle operation. 

“We are thrilled to 
have Will join the AHA 
team,” says Kane Aegerter, 
AHA director of seedstock 
marketing. “His passion for 
the industry, strong educational 
background, and experience 
in both the commercial and 
seedstock sectors make him 
uniquely qualified for this 
role. We are confident he will 
be an outstanding asset for 
the breeders of Territory 5 
and will play an important 
role in advancing the 
mission and service of 1881 
Creative and the American 
Hereford Association.”

Banks can be reached 
at wbanks@hereford.org or 
859-954-1563.

Will Banks
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Miller named senior editor
Katie Maupin Miller stepped 
into the senior editor role 
for the Hereford World and 
Baldy Advantage magazines 
in September after serving 
as the assistant editor for 
the Association’s flagship 

publications for the last five years. In her 
new role, Miller takes on more management 
responsibility, while writing and editing 
articles for the two magazines, overseeing 
the editorial pagination process and helping 
coordinate the the publications’ workflow.  

“Our publications and the Association 
have benefited greatly from Katie’s talents 
and expertise since she joined team 
Hereford, and we are excited she has 
accepted this new position,” says Wes 
Ishmael, executive editor and AHA director 
of commercial communications. “Her 
industry knowledge, broad communications 
experience and creativity will help us 
continue to raise the bar in how we serve 
readers and producers.” 

Miller originally hails from a cow-calf 
operation in east-central Missouri. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree in agricultural 
journalism with a minor in animal science 
from the University of Missouri, where she 
was a member of the collegiate livestock 
judging team, the Mizzou Collegiate 
Cattlewomen and the Missouri Ruralist 
College Farmer columnist. Throughout 
her more than 15 years in the agricultural 
communications field, Miller has edited 
magazines, designed advertisements and 
worked for the Extension service. Notably, 
she was the National Swine Registry’s 
director of marketing and communications 

and the managing editor of the Seedstock 
EDGE. She was also honored to serve as a 
Livestock Publications Council director. 

Miller works remotely from her home 
in Lebanon, Ind., that she shares with her 
husband and 8-month-old son. She enjoys 
spending time with her family, showing 
Shetland driving ponies, doing anything 
artsy and visiting her family’s farm to look 
through the calves. 

“I’m honored to help tell the stories 
behind Hereford genetics,” Miller says. 
“The bald-faced breed is making its mark 
in the beef industry with its added docility, 
fertility and efficiency, and I’m excited to 
continue documenting not only the great 
cattle but the amazing stockmen and 
women that stand behind them.”

Commercial Programs
Hereford-influenced feeder calf sales 
Hereford producers and commercial 
users of Hereford genetics continue 
to attract increased buyer demand at 
Hereford-influenced calf, feeder cattle and 
replacement heifer sales across the country, 
such as these: 

Nov. 18, 2026 — Hereford-influenced 
Feeder Calf Sale, Cherokee Sale Co., 
Cherokee, Okla.

Dec. 3, 2026 — Traditions 
Hereford-influenced Feeder Calf Sale, 
Bluegrass Stockyards, Stamford, Ky.

Dec 10, 2026 — Kentucky Hereford Assn. 
Certified Hereford-influenced Feeder Calf 
Sale, Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington, Ky.

Jan. 2, 2027 — Greater Midwest Certified 
Hereford Feeder Calf Sale, Carthage 
Livestock, Inc., Carthage, Ill.

Jan. 4, 2027 — Hereford-influenced Feeder 
Calf Sale, Oklahoma National Stockyards, 
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Feb. 18, 2027 — Mitchell Livestock 
Hereford-influenced Feeder Special, 
Mitchell Livestock, Mitchell, S.D.

Mar. 1, 2027 — Hereford-influenced 
Feeder Calf Sale, Cherokee Sale Co., 
Cherokee, Okla.
Find a complete listing and details at 

Hereford.org/commercial/programs/feeder-
cattle-sales.

Youth
Enter the Fed Steer Shootout 
Plan to learn more about the cattle feeding 
sector and how your genetics perform in 
the feedyard by participating in the 2027 
National Junior Hereford Association Fed 
Steer Shootout. The contest entry deadline 
is Oct. 30, 2026, and tentative delivery 
for cattle to HRC Feed Yards LLC in 
Scott City, Kan., is Dec. 12-16, 2026. 
For more information and to plan your 
cattle delivery, contact Justin Miller at 
jmiller@hereford.org. Cattle can be entered 
individually or in pens of three and must 
meet the following qualifications:

•	 2026-born steers
•	 Purebred Hereford and commercial 

Hereford-influenced steers
•	 600-pound weight minimum
•	 Be weaned at least 45 days prior 

to delivery
•	 Be BVD-PI negative (not persistently 

infected with bovine viral diarrhea)
•	 Received two rounds of vaccinations
Visit Hereford.org/Youth/NJHA-Fed-Steer-

Shootout to enter and learn more.  

...continued from page 91

Katie Miller

Reserve your advertising space and put your genetics in front of buyers!
Contact your field representative today

AI Book advertising materials are due

January 25, 2026

AI BOOK
2026

AMERICAN HEREFORD ASSO CI AT I O N

DON’T MISS THE DEADLINE!
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