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Proof Positive

Hereford juniors hit a hole in one with the JNHE.

“A tradition unlike any other,” is
how the legendary sportscaster Jim
Nantz famously described the Masters
golf tournament. The description is
equally apt for the “Hereford Masters
in Madison,” which left no doubt
that the greatest event anywhere in
the world during the summer is the
VitaFerm® Junior National Hereford
Expo (JNHE).

You can experience some of the
memories made in Madison, Wis., in
this issue of Hereford World, starting
on Page 47. Celebrate them and the
juniors behind them, who are the
future of this breed.

From the JNHE exhibitors to the
contestants across the far-ranging
competitions — from the Certified
Hereford Beef® Cooking Challenge to
the Hereford Bowl, to the graduating
seniors, dedicated parents and everyone
in between — congratulations on a job
well done.

Likewise, thanks to the National
Junior Hereford Association (NJHA)
board of directors, American Hereford
Association (AHA) staff, generous
sponsors and tireless volunteers who
helped make the “Masters in Madison”
such a memorable event.

Embrace the moment
So much good is happening in the
Hereford business right now.

During the same week as the
JNHE, steers in the NJHA Fed Steer
Shootout sold for $2.48 per pound,
before premiums. A reputation set
of heifers in Nebraska sold through
Superior Livestock Auction during
the same period for $7 per pound,
weighing just under 500 pounds.
Despite these extraordinary price
levels, I'm convinced that cattle
backed by genetics and demonstrable
value are the ones that win the
bidding competition day in and
day out.

Proof matters

Young and veteran seedstock producers
need to know how their genetics
perform in the feedlot and on the rail.
They need to validate the feeding and
carcass potential of their genetics for
current commercial customers and
potential buyers.

AHA and NJHA members, as
well as commercial users of Hereford
genetics, are fortunate to have a low-
risk opportunity to do just that through
the Fed Steer Shootout and Hereford
Feedout programs.

Thanks to the committed partnership
of Lee Mayo and HRC Feed Yards LLC
at Scott City, Kan., where the cattle
are fed, juniors can enter a single steer
or a pen of three steers, and adults can
enter as few as five steers or heifers. All
participants receive monthly closeouts
and individual carcass data after their
cattle are harvested. Cattle are eligible to
be marketed on the U.S. Premium Beef
value grid. Participating NJHA members
can also take part in learning modules
revolving around the cattle feeding and
beef packing sectors.

Icing on the cake comes with the
annual Fed Steer Shootout Field Day,
open to all. Participants can visit
HRC, see their cattle on feed and take
advantage of an intensive educational
program featuring industry leaders.

I strongly encourage you to review
the requirements and health protocols
and consider entering cattle. You can
find all program details at the AHA
website (Herford.org). The entry
deadline for these programs is Oct. 30.

Now is the time to put the pedal
down and continue sharing the many
success stories shaping this great breed
of cattle and those making it happen.

I look forward to seeing you in
Kansas City at the end of October for
the Annual AHA Membership Meeting
and Educational Forum. As always,
keep the sound. HW
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