
Showing Off Skills

Exhibitors compete at JNHE outside of the showring. 
even hundred and fifty young 
people from 44 states and two 
Canadian provinces attended the 

2026 VitaFerm® Junior National 
Hereford Expo, “The Hereford 
Masters in Madison” held July 4-10 in 
Madison, Wis. Many took a swing and 
competed in the various educational 
contests outside the showring. 

National Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) members honed 
their life skills in competitions, 
such as livestock judging, speech 
and Hereford bowl. These contests 
provide Hereford youth with the 
opportunity to develop valuable 
skills that prepare them to become 
knowledgeable, self-driven leaders in 

today’s world, compete outside of the 
showring and connect with fellow 
NJHA members.

The Hereford Youth Foundation 
of America upholds its commitment 
to education by supporting the 
educational contests and events 
during the JNHE, alongside generous 
sponsors.  

Second-place senior Hereford bowl team members from Kentucky (l to r) 
are: Hallie Hughes, Knob Lick; Will Beckley, Irvine; and Sophia and 
Creighton Smith, Georgetown, pictured with Chuck Klipstine (far left) and 
Madison Katzenberger (far right) from Bovetiq.

First-place senior Hereford bowl team members from Texas (l to r) are: 
Aidyn Barber, Channing; Aubrey Lockhart, Somerville; Jarrett Worrell, 
Mason; and Gabriel Swallow, Garland, pictured with Chuck Klipstine (far 
left) and Madison Katzenberger (far right) from Bovetiq.

Second-place junior Hereford bowl team members from Kansas (l to r) 
are: Jaxon Birk, Gridley; Cooper Acheson, Wichita; and Jacqueline and 
Caroline Studer, Frankfort, pictured with Chuck Klipstine (far left) and 
Madison Katzenberger (far right) from Bovetiq.

First-place junior Hereford bowl team members from Illinois (l to r) are: 
Owen Crutcher, Montrose; Ryan Garnhart, German Valley; and Korbin 
and Kade Swigart, Farmer City, pictured with Chuck Klipstine (far left) and 
Madison Katzenberger (far right) from Bovetiq.

Hereford Bowl

Senior written test winner (right): Julia Studer, Frankfort, Kan.; and junior 
written test winner (left): Gage Creamer, Waxahachie, Texas, pictured with 
Chuck Klipstine (far left) and Madison Katzenberger (far right) from Bovetiq.
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Livestock Judging Teams

First-place peewee judging team members 
from Kansas pictured (l to r): Reese Sandberg, 
Agenda; Kinsley Mullinix, Manhattan; Jaxen 
Birk, Gridley; and Emmett Acheson, Wichita; 
pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Second-place peewee judging team members 
from Illinois pictured (l to r): Olivia Young, 
Lexington; Mattie Melendrez, Dixon; Jake 
Kenady, Plainville; and Hudson Humphrey, 
Dixon; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Third-place peewee judging team members from 
Minnesota pictured (l to r): William Neil, Pine 
Island; Thorstein Larson, Donnelly; and Case 
Pressnall, Randolph; pictured with Danica Colvin, 
ClariFly. Not pictured: Ty Flower, Holloway.

First-place junior judging team members from 
Kansas pictured (l to r): Lexi Schmidt, Blue 
Rapids; Mason Mullinix, Manhattan; and 
Laynee Greenwood, Hamilton.; pictured with 
Danica Colvin, ClariFly. Not pictured: Chase 
Jones, Wamego.

Second-place junior judging team members from 
Nebraska pictured (l to r): Chesney Prinz, West 
Point; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly. Not 
pictured: Khloe Toelle, Burwell; Blair Buehler, 
Fairbury; and Hayden Hoffman, Thedford.

Third-place junior judging team members 
from Indiana pictured (l to r): Clayton Musser, 
Otterbein.; Wyatt Gunn, Greenfield; and Braxton 
Carper, Vevay; pictured with Danica Colvin, 
ClariFly. Not pictured: Ava Doig, St. Paul.

First-place intermediate judging team members 
from Texas pictured (l to r): Keeley Warnken, 
Schulenburg; W. Zeb Murphree, Hamilton; 
Kinleigh Guidry, Brenham.; and Landry Allan, 
Nocona; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Second-place intermediate judging team members 
from Wisconsin pictured (l to r): Makenna Smith, 
Hubertus; and Elayna Aue, Auburndale; pictured 
with Danica Colvin, ClariFly. Not pictured: Max 
Klussendorf, Medford; and Ruby Fallos, Rib Lake.

Third-place intermediate judging team members 
from Illinois pictured (l to r): Addison Young, 
Lexington; Tripp Rieker, Neponset.; Lily DeAth, 
Indianola; and Faith Benedict, Dewey; pictured 
with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

First-place senior judging team members from 
Kansas pictured (l to r): Dagan Murray, Auburn.; 
Cally Miller, El Dorado; and Dustin Denton, Blue 
Rapids; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly. Not 
pictured: Tyree Figge, Onaga.

Second-place senior judging team members 
from Illinois pictured (l to r): Simon Shepard, 
Altamont; Reed Naughton, Atlanta; Tyler Cole, 
Roberts; and Kade Boatman, Rockford.; pictured 
with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Third-place senior judging team members 
from Indiana pictured (l to r): Carlee and Catie 
Musser, Otterbein; Matthew Elzemeyer, 
Richmond.; and Collin Deatsman, Leesburg; 
pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.
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Livestock Judging Individuals

Junior judging contest individual winners pictured (l to r): first, Copeland 
Paulsen, Preston, Iowa; second, Sydney Betes, Moses Lake, Wash.; and 
third, Khloe Toelle, Burwell, Neb.; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Peewee judging contest individual winners pictured (l to r): first, Kinsley 
Mullinix, Manhattan, Kan.; second, Conner McQuaig, Danielsville, Ga.; and 
third, Adalynn Grace Blankenship, West Burlington, N.Y.; pictured with 
Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Senior judging contest individual winners pictured (l to r): first, Collin 
Deatsman, Leesburg, Ind.; second, Mason Wurzbach, Seguin, Texas; and 
third, Simon Shepard, Altamont, Ill.; pictured with Danica Colvin, ClariFly.

Intermediate judging contest individual winners pictured (l to r): first, 
Graden Forbes, Kearney, Neb.; second, Maggie Reed, Green Ridge, Mo.; 
and third, W. Zeb Murphree, Hamilton, Texas.; pictured with Danica 
Colvin, ClariFly.

Oral Reasons

Oral reasons contest winners pictured (l to r): first, Augustus Sexton, Cost, 
Texas; second, Cally Miller, El Dorado, Kan.; and third, Jorja Ebert, Polo, 
Mo.; pictured with Shelia Jensen, Jensen Livestock Agency.

Future professionals contest winners (l to r): senior division winner, Salem 
Sifford, Goldvein, Va.; and intermediate division winner, Jarrett Worrell, 
Mason, Texas; pictured with Shelly Patton McQuaig, Barnes Herefords.

Future Professionals

Promotional Poster

Peewee promotional poster contest winners pictured (l to r): first, Lucy 
Kate Sexten, Nicholasville, Ky.; second, Emmett Acheson, Wichita, Kan.; 
and third, Olivia Jones, Blue Mounds, Wis.

Junior promotional poster contest winners pictured (l to r): first, 
Charolette Schleicher, Sheboygan, Wis.; second, Kambree Crosby, 
Cadott, Wis.; and third, Karaleigh Mills, Twin City, Ga.

...continued from page 109
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Illustrated Speech

Junior illustrated speech winners (l to r): Bellana Putz, National NHW; 
first, Libby Pérez, Nara Visa, N.M.; second, Quinn Breiner, Pratt, Kan.; 
and Madison Katzenberger, NHW. Not pictured: third, Landon Pesek, 
Western, Neb.

Peewee illustrated speech winners (l to r): Bellana Putz, National Hereford 
Women (NHW); first, Olivia Jones, Blue Mounds, Wis.; second, Whitten 
Scarpinato, Mason, Texas; third, Kinsley Mullinix, Manhattan, Kan.; and 
Madison Katzenberger, NHW.

Advanced Speech

Senior advanced speech winners (l to r):  Bellana Putz, NHW; second, 
Devon Lockhart, Caldwell, Texas; third, Dustin Denton, Blue Rapids, Kan.; 
and Madison Katzenberger, NHW. Not pictured: first, Rebecca VanCamp, 
Marion, N.Y. 

Intermediate advanced speech winners (l to r): Bellana Putz, NHW; first, 
Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas; second, Emma Hackbart, Milford, Neb.; 
third, Faith Benedict, Dewey, Ill.; and Madison Katzenberger, NHW.

Peewee CHB Cooking Challenge winners pictured (l to r): first, Nora Werk, 
Herman, Minn.; second, Mila Perez, Canyon, Texas; and third, Emmett 
Acheson, Wichita, Kan.; pictured with Marie Prodell, CHB.

Certified Hereford Beef® (CHB) Cooking Challenge

Intermediate CHB Cooking Challenge winners pictured (l to r): first, Sedona 
Sifford, Goldvein, Va.; second, Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas; and third, 
Claire Collins, Frederick, Okla.; pictured with Marie Prodell, CHB.

Junior CHB Cooking Challenge winners pictured (l to r): first, Cooper 
Acheson, Wichita, Kan; second, Braxton Lockhart, Caldwell, Texas; pictured 
with Marie Prodell, CHB. Not pictured: third, Jack Schell, Hartford, Wis.

Senior CHB Cooking Challenge winners pictured (l to r): first, Devon 
Lockhart, Caldwell, Texas; and second, Katy Belles, Spangle, Wash.; 
pictured with Marie Prodell, CHB.

continued on page 112...
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Connecticut - Madison Perkins
Illinois - Jacob Fiscus, Paige Lemenager, 

Colton Peterson, Morgan Richardson, 
Kaylie Shelton and Simon Shepard

Indiana - Matthew Elzemeyer, Sage Lawrence, 
Lily Miles and Carlee Musser

Kansas - Jalyn Davis, Cady Pieper and 
Julia Studer

Kentucky - Emma Ballinger
Maryland - Blair Heath

Michigan - Connor McArthur
Minnesota - Thomas Freking
Missouri - Tory Miller and Mary Grace Warden
Mississippi - Will Manning
Nebraska - Matt Bruns
North Carolina - Daisy Brown
Ohio - Grant Helsinger and Sadie Holman
Oklahoma - Clayton Hayes
Pennsylvania - Serena Anderson and 

Rylee Stockdale

Tennessee - Sarah Beth Callicott, Morgan 
Riley and Foster Wingler

Texas - Maddie Jenkins, Kylee Kelley and 
Devon Lockhart

Virginia - Suter Clark and Salem Sifford
Washington - Kyle Belles, Edward Gould, 

Grace Huber and Kaylee Knaus
Wyoming - Samuel Birdsall

Retiring NJHA Members

Outstanding State Members
California - Gentry Gudel
Colorado - Charlea St. Louis
Georgia - Martina Alley
Idaho - Cruz Colyer
Illinois - Addison Stollard
Indiana - Maddox Gunn
Iowa - T.R. Putz

Kansas - Julia Studer
Kentucky - Harlee Watson
Louisiana - Willie Boyette
Maryland - Riley Bohrer
Michigan - Elayna Hawkins
Minnesota - Andrew Timm
Nebraska - Kynsleigh Krebs

New Jersey - Rhiannon Conover
New Mexico - Libby Pérez
North Carolina - Daisy Brown
Ohio - Sophia Stitzlein
Oklahoma - Clayton Hayes
Oregon - Fallon Gohr
Tennessee - Lauren Wingler

Texas - Mason Roeder
Virginia - Salem Sifford
Washington - Katy Belles
West Virginia - Kenzie Hawkins
Wisconsin - Hannah Oleson
Wyoming - Sarah Birdsall
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112   | September 2026	 Hereford.org


