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by Bellana Putz

“A picture is worth a thousand
words.” We have all read it, heard it
and probably said it. As I reflect on
a magical week in Madison, Wis.,
those words ring especially true.
The smiles, victories, friendships,
tears of joy and countless moments
captured through photographs tell a
story that words alone never could.
When life becomes challenging

and things don’t go according to
plan, I know exactly where I’ll

turn. ’ll pull up the memories and
photos from July in Madison and
remember what it looks like when

a family comes together, supports
one another and celebrates a shared
passion. Those images will bring my
joy back and remind me why the
Hereford family is so special.

Many thanks

A special thank-you goes to the
generous supporters of the Hereford
Invitational Golf Tournament.

We are grateful to Cottonwood
Springs Farms, our title sponsor,

as well as C&L Hereford Ranch,
the 19th Hole sponsor, and
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Celebrating the
Hereford Family

Sigma8, sponsor of the Watering
Hole, along with the tournament
participants. We also recognize
our Hole Sponsors whose support
directly benefits Hereford youth:
Sale Day; All Hours Farms; Apple
Blossom Farms; Bacon Branch
Beef, LLC and the Bevan Family;
Boyert-Core; Buckeye Hereford
Association; Carl & Susan Schohr;
CCi.live; Church View Farm & LLJ
Polled Herefords; CN Cattle; CSL
Auction Services; Fawcett’s Elm
Creek Ranch; Grimmel Girls Show
Cattle; Hawes Cattle Co.; Holley
Land & Livestock; Iowa Hereford
Breeders; JAM Livestock; Justin B.
Stout Auction Services; KM Cattle;
Ori Cattle, Real-Time Livestock
Intelligence Tags; Paulsen Cattle,
Divas and Donors; Pied Piper
Farms; Plum River Ranch; Sunglo;
The Green Stuff; The Livestock
Marketeers; TK Cattle; TC
Marketing Solutions; TUGS; and
Wink Cattle Co. Your investment
in our young people helps create
opportunities that extend far
beyond the fairgrounds.

One of the highlights of the week
was the National Hereford Women
Queen’s Tea. This event continues
to be a meaningful tradition that
encourages youth to grow in
confidence, leadership and service.
We extend special appreciation to
Sara Hagenow, Alice in Dairyland,
and Olivia Lulich, Miss Wisconsin
USA, for sharing inspirational
messages with our attendees. Their
words reinforced the importance
of representing agriculture and
our communities with pride
and professionalism.

Honing skills

Did you participate in one of the
communication contests? Did you
achieve your goal? If you didn’t,
good. You now have next year to
work harder, improve and return

stronger than before. Remember,
you are already winning in life. The
communication contests are about
much more than placings. They
prepare you for future interactions
and opportunities. Through public
speaking, leadership activities and
interpersonal communication,
participants develop the very skills
employers consistently seek.

In fact, studies show that 70%
of employers rate communication
as their single most desirable
trait in new employees. Research
also indicates that approximately
93% of effective communication
is nonverbal, emphasizing the
importance of confidence, presence
and active listening. The skills
you are practicing today in
Hereford contests are the same
skills that will help you succeed
with customers, teammates and
future employers.

Life is not about me; it’s about we.
The Hereford family showed up in
so many ways, from the showring
and contest rooms to the farms that
welcomed long-haul travelers along
their journeys. You opened not
only your barn doors, but also your
homes and hearts, creating lifelong
memories for families across the
country. You filled SD cards with
moments that I hope are printed,
framed and treasured for years

to come.

In the end, we have history at
our fingertips. We can call, text,
Snapchat, email and stay connected
no matter where we live. The
friendships built through Herefords
do not end when the trailers leave
the event. They continue long after
the banners are packed away.

Let’s do it again in 2027! HW

To join and to learn more about the
NHW, visit HerefordWomen.com or email
nationalherefordwomen@gmail.com.

Hereford.org



