
Hereford juniors and their families make the breed proud.

Every year, I wonder how the VitaFerm® 
Junior National Hereford Expo (JNHE) 
can get any better than the previous 
year, and each year it does. This year’s 
“The Hereford Masters in Madison” will 
be etched in memory books as one of 
the grandest.

The extraordinarily orchestrated 
event created a welcoming and electric 
atmosphere for 750 exhibitors from 44 
states and two Canadian provinces from 
the time they and their families entered the 
gates to the time they loaded out and left 
Madison, Wis.

Keep in mind that many more from 
across the nation also took part in the 
excitement through live-streaming and 
social media. For instance, the event 
garnered more than 23,000 Facebook 
followers, nearly 11,000 Instagram 
followers and an amazing 82,281 
viewers, who watched the event on 
Walton Webcasting.

As with other national exhibitions, the 
JNHE also served as a showcase to the 
Hereford breed’s value to the commercial 
cow-calf sector. 

Building the bridge to dreams
Conducting an event of such scope 
and magnitude requires an inestimable 
amount of time and dedicated 
commitment from many American 
Hereford Association (AHA) staff, the 
National Junior Hereford Association 
(NJHA) board of directors and junior 
board candidates, alongside Wisconsin 
Hereford breeders and their families and 
those from surrounding regions. Everyone 
worked together like a well-oiled machine 
to make the event possible.

Of course, such an event also requires 
capital, and lion-hearted individuals and 
sponsors continue to shower the NJHA 
with their generosity.

The JNHE reflects the commitment 
of so many to provide a venue for young 
people to gain skills and knowledge, 
while building a network of connections 

to help them succeed. Hereford cattle are 
the common denominator, but the skills 
of these juniors are amazing. Watching 
them prepare and compete in a variety of 
contests, from speech and livestock judging 
to the Hereford Bowl and Certified 
Hereford Beef® Cooking Challenge, 
underscores the talent and determination 
shaping the future leaders of the breed. 

Beyond the contests, other JNHE 
opportunities encourage juniors of all ages 
to make connections and network with 
industry representatives who could open 
doors for them in the future. The Bridging 
the Gap college and career fair has 
connected Hereford juniors with colleges 
and industry professionals since it debuted 
in 2019. Likewise, the Meet-Up powered 
by SureChamp® fosters community and 
mentorship among NJHA members, and 
provides young people opportunities to 
develop lifelong skills.

Thanks to all
The AHA is grateful for all the 
volunteers and judges of the different 
events for working with our juniors. 
No matter the competition, the judges’ 
comments shared a common theme: 
“What an impressive event and such a 
talented set of exhibitors.”

Thanks, too, goes to the many 
volunteers, as well as the participants 
themselves. And a special thanks to the 
families who dedicate themselves to 
supporting their own juniors and other 
young people during the countless hours 
of preparation. 

I received messages throughout the 
week from breeders and others outside 
the breed, saying how impressed they 
were with the event theme and facility 
layout, the efficiency with which the 
show was run, the quality of the cattle 
and showmanship, and the constant 
recognition of the juniors. Congratulations 
to everyone involved for your efforts in 
making the “Masters” such a memorable 
and enviable event.  
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