Bob Norton Excellence
Award winners believe in
giving back.

by Christy Couch Lee

he late Bob Norton, BioZyme®

Tnc. CEO, cherished many
qualities in a leader, including

kindness, hard work and humility.

Norton passed away unexpectedly
in 2022, and the Bob Norton
Excellence Award honors his legacy
by recognizing former National
Junior Hereford Association (NJHA)
members who share Norton’s passion
for making the world a better place.

Mark and Kirbie Day Sims, Elgin,
Okla., embody those qualities and
were named the award winners
during the 2026 VitaFerm® Junior
National Hereford Expo (JNHE) in
Madison, Wis.

Active in junior Hereford
organizations, the couple met at the
Fort Worth Stock Show and Rodeo in
2005 and were married in 2016.

“I would consider meeting Kirbie
one of my greatest accomplishments
in the Hereford industry,” Mark says
with a laugh.

Today, Mark is auctioneer and sale
manager with Sims Plus, LLC, and
Kirbie is a nurse practitioner. They are
raising two sons: Rhett, 3, and Merit,
10 months old.

Lifetimes in the industry
Mark’s parents, Eddie and Ruth,
owned National Cattle Services;
and they raised their children, Matt,
Catie and Mark, in the Hereford
breed. Mark says his greatest
accomplishments in the showring
include being named the 2009 J]NHE
champion senior showman and the
2011 Junior Herdsman of the Year.
Kirbie grew up in the Hereford
industry, as well. Her parents, Paul
and KayLynn Day, raised polled
Herefords, and Kirbie began showing
in fourth grade. Her greatest

80 HEREFORDWORLD | September 2026

accomplishments include being named
the 2009 National Polled Hereford

Queen and exhibiting the 2010
and 2012 JNHE grand champion
bred-and-owned female.

Surrounded by the best
Mark says he owes his success in the
industry to his parents and siblings.

“My parents have been a huge
inspiration,” Mark says. “Matt and
Catie also set the bar high. Matt was
a huge influence to me on everything
related to the heifers. Catie was my
biggest critic, but she also supported
me greatly.”

Kirbie attributes her success in
the industry to several mentors who
invested time into her. These include
Mark Kelley, Robyn Kelley Samsel and
her parents.

Leaving a legacy
Mark and Kirbie both believe the
NJHA offers many benefits to youth.

“On the surface, we see youth
showing cattle, and it stops there,”
Mark says. “But if you dive deeper, the
NJHA offers a ton of opportunities,
including scholarship programs and
various awards. Showing is great. But
it’s also where Kirbie and I have met
our friends, and we have many great
family memories.”

Because the NJHA provided Mark
and Kirbie lifelong friendships and
opportunities, they are devoted to
giving back.
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“One thing our parents and others
helped us build was a good cow base,”
Mark says. “Kirbie has a tremendous
set of donor cows that has given her
the opportunity to flush them and get
some really good progeny. She’s been
blessed with being able to sell them in
sales and put them in juniors’ hands.”

Ultimately, Mark says, he and
Kirbie hope to be remembered for their
faith, parenting and mentorship.

“Now that I'm a dad, I just want to
leave the legacy of being a good parent
and a good mentor for other people,”
he says.

Kirbie agrees. “I want to set an
example of putting God first, with my
family coming second,” she says.

They also believe in giving back
because they’ve been successful with
their cow herd.

“We always try to sponsor the
JNHE, through sponsoring a division
or something similar,” Kirbie says.
“This year, we stepped out and
made a bigger donation. I feel like
that’s important.”

It’s all about the people
Their advice to NJHA members is
simple: show up and learn from others.
Mark says, “In Kyle Gillooly’s
JNHE speech this year [during the
owned female show], he gave some
great advice: show up. If we walk this
out a little further: show up and be
present. Have your head in the game
and be engaged.” HW
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