
Annual Meeting
2026 AHA Board of Directors 
candidate slate
The American Hereford 
Association (AHA) nominating 
committee is pleased to 
announce the six candidates 
nominated for election to the 
AHA Board of Directors. The 
candidates are:

Brett Barber
Barber Ranch, 

Channing, Texas
806-681-2457
brettbarber69@gmail.com
Andy Beck
Beck-Powell Polled Herefords, 

Bainbridge, Ind.
765-720-1696 
abcbeck92@gmail.com
Larry Cunningham
Cunningham Herefords, 

Spring City, Tenn.
423-605-9241 
cunninghamphfarm@aol.com 
Mark Ehlke
Ehlke Herefords, 

Townsend, Mont.
406-439-4311
ehlke@mt.net
Steve Lorenzen
Lorenzen Farms, 

Chrisman, Ill.
217-822-2803
lf3@ecicwireless.com
Ryan McGuffee
McGuffee Herefords, 

Mendenhall, Miss.
601-668-1000
ryanmcgu@bellsouth.net

2026 AHA Annual Meeting 
dates and hotel information 
Make plans to join us for the 
AHA Annual Membership 
Meeting and Conference 
Oct. 23-25, at the Kansas 
City Marriott Downtown. 
Registration and a detailed 
event schedule will be available 

soon. Find more information at 
Hereford.org/annual-meeting.

2026 Headquarter Hotel 
Kansas City 

Marriott Downtown
200 West 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64105
816-421-6800

Association News
Coates joins AHA records team

Riley Coates, a 
Baldwin City, 
Kan., native, joined 
the AHA records 
team as a customer 
service representative 
June 15. 

In her role with the 
Association, Coates will 
communicate with Hereford 
breeders, help resolve questions 
and interpret discrepancies, while 
maintaining accurate records and 
promoting participation in AHA 
programs and services.

“Riley’s livestock background, 
combined with her drive to help 
others, makes her an asset to our 
team and Hereford breeders,” 
says Shane Bedwell, AHA chief 
operating officer and director 
of breed improvement. “We are 
really excited to have her join the 
records department.”

Coates graduated from Kansas 
State University in 2025 with 
a bachelor’s degree in animal 
sciences and industry. While 
she was at the university, she 
was a member of the meat 
judging, meat animal evaluation 
and wool judging teams, along 
with the Block and Bridle Club. 
Coates was active in 4-H — 
exhibiting pigs and cattle, and 
she continues to assist with her 
family’s showpig operation. 
She is a Douglas County 4-H 

volunteer and has worked in their 
Extension office as a summer 
engagement intern.

“I am excited to join the 
AHA,” Coates says. “It will be 
a great opportunity to cultivate 
relationships and assist others 
within the agriculture industry, 
which has always been a passion 
of mine.”

Coates can be contacted at 
rcoates@hereford.org.

Youth
Scholarship deadline 
approaching
The Hereford Youth Foundation of 
America (HYFA) fall scholarship 
deadline is Sept. 1. HYFA will 
award more than $220,000 in 
scholarship money throughout 
the year, including more than 
$165,000 in scholarships and 
awards during the AHA Annual 
Meeting in Kansas City, Mo. 
Scholarships must be submitted 
online through Submittable. To 
learn more, visit the website: 
HerefordYouthFoundation.org/
scholarships.

Hereford Herd Builder 
Applications Due Sept. 15
New this fall, National Junior 
Hereford Association (NJHA) 
members, ages 14-21 will have 
the opportunity to apply for elite 
genetics to help them get a start in 
the Hereford business and build 
their own programs. Thanks to 
the vision of Dale and Nancy 
Venhuizen, Churchill Cattle 
Company and other partners 
such as GKB Cattle, AHA and 
NJHA, junior members will 
be awarded pregnant recipient 
females carrying elite Hereford 
genetics sourced from top donor 
females and matings provided 

by industry-leading breeders 
and partners.

Applications close Sept. 15 
and pregnant recipients will be 
awarded at the AHA Annual 
Membership Meeting in Kansas 
City with delivery of females to 
follow in November. Apply today 
at Hereford.org/herdbuilder.

Deadline for queen 
applications
National Hereford Queen 
applications are due Sept. 1. 
For more information, email 
nationalherefordwomen@gmail.com.

Enter the Fed Steer Shootout 
Learn more about the cattle 
feeding sector and how your 
genetics perform in the feedyard by 
participating in the 2027 National 
Junior Hereford Association Fed 
Steer Shootout. The contest entry 
deadline is Oct. 31, 2026, and 
tentative delivery for cattle to 
HRC Feed Yards LLC in Scott 
City, Kan., is Dec. 14-18, 2026. 
For more information and to plan 
your cattle delivery, contact Justin 
Miller at jmiller@hereford.org. 

Visit Hereford.org/Youth/
NJHA-Fed-Steer-Shootout to 
enter and learn more.  

Association News and EventsWhat’s
New?

“What’s New?” is a column designed to keep you in the know about Hereford happenings. You can sign up for Hereford Headlines, an electronic newsletter 
distributed the first Friday of each month by the American Hereford Association highlighting Hereford news and events. You can also receive the 
Bald Faced Bottom Line, a commercially-focused electronic newsletter sent the third Friday of each month. To subscribe to these free newsletters, send an 
email to outreach@hereford.org. Archived issues are posted at Hereford.org.
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