
Stout Buyer 
Demand Continues
Hereford influence shines in summer feeder cattle auctions.

Cattle markets’ long bull run 
held pace during late spring 
and early summer calf and 

feeder cattle auctions as buyers chased 
dwindling supplies. Resurgent forage 
in some areas also renewed demand 
for grazing cattle.

“Although the price floor is 
historically high, buyers continue to 
pay more for cattle they believe will 
return more on the other side of the 
trade,” says Justin Miller, American 
Hereford Association director of 
commercial programs. “Even with 
short cattle numbers, premiums paid 
for reduced health risk is evident, 
as are premiums for cattle with the 
genetic potential to ring the bell in the 
feedlot and on the rail.”

Browse the sale results below and 
demand for the Hereford influence 
shines through.

“Heterosis always provides leverage,” 
Miller says. “That’s why baldies and 
tiger stripes built with Hereford are 
always in such high demand. Buyers 
get that pop from hybrid vigor along 
with Hereford’s genetic strengths, 

which include feed efficiency. Likewise, 
producers who utilize Hereford-sired 
baldy and tiger stripe females capture 
the breed’s advantages in fertility and 
longevity along with the power of 
maternal heterosis.”

Baldies top record-breaking 
Show-Me-Select Sale
Demand for maternal heterosis via 
baldy heifers was reflected by the Show-
Me-Select™ (SMS) Southwest Missouri 
(SWMO) sale May 15 at Joplin 
Regional Stockyards, Carthage, Mo.

“Strong bidding set new records 
for both high and average prices,” 
says Patrick Davis, University of 
Missouri (MU) Extension livestock 
field specialist.

All told, 165 heifers from 12 
consignors sold for a record average 
of $4,947 per heifer, totaling a record 
gross of $816,350. The average bested 
the spring 2025 sale by more than $900 
(124 heifers) and the fall 2025 sale by 
more than $700 (246 heifers).

“Compared with feeder heifer 
prices, bred heifers are currently selling 

at a slightly lower ratio than historic 
norms,” Davis says. For perspective, 
he explains data from the University 
of Tennessee indicates the price of fall-
calving heifers selling in May typically 
equate to 2.5 times the price of a 
550-pound feeder heifer. Bred heifers in 
the recent SMS-SWMO sale brought 
1.98 times the value of a 550-pound 
feeder heifer, based on the previous 
week’s Southwest Missouri Weekly 
Summary Report from the Missouri 
Department of Agriculture. That ratio is 
slightly lower than the two 2025 Joplin 
Regional Stockyards SMS sales.

“Three longtime consignors posted 
average sales of more than $5,700 per 
heifer,” Davis says.

Nolan Kleiboeker Farms LLC 
(NKF) of Wentworth, Mo., consigned 
the top-selling lot, an AI-bred Hereford-
Angus cross, red mottle-faced heifer 
that brought $6,750.

NKF also consigned the second 
high-selling lot with three natural-bred 
black baldy, Hereford-Angus cross 
heifers, which sold for $6,700 per 
head.  
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East/Southeast — 300 head, Bluegrass Stockyards, Lexington, Ky.

Kentucky Hereford Association Hereford-influenced 
Feeder Calf Sale, May 18, 2026

Head Breed Sex Weight Range Avg Weight Price Range

12 Herf. Str 364 364 $582.50

17 Herf. Str 438 438 $547.50

38 Herf./RWF Str 518-530 524 $417.50-501.00

15 BWF Str 518-538 528 $412.50-508.00

33 Herf. Str 594 594 $471.00

10 BWF Str 579-585 582 $350.00-499.00

14 Herf./RWF Str 662-664 663 $400.00-402.00

15 Herf./RWF Str 720-735 728 $356.00-384.00

76 Herf. Str 837-853 845 $341.25-364.75

20 Herf./RWF Hfr 426-445 436 $451.00-453.00

16 Herf./RWF Hfr 514-535 525 $382.00-401.00

Mountain — 15,000 head, Laramie, Wyo.

Cattle Country Video High Plains Showcase, 
June 30, 2026

Head Breed Sex Weight Range Price Range Delivery

180 B/BWF Hfr 815 $356.00 Jul

65 R/RWF Str 920 $347.50 Jul 

130 B/BWF Spd hfr 750 $366.00 Aug

600 B/BWF Spd hfr 860 $359.50 Jul

130 R/RWF Spd hfr 830 $358.00 Jul

912 B/BWF Spd hfr 970 $322.50 Jul

275 BWF Str 990 $362.00 Jul

B (black), BWF (black whiteface), BBF (black brockle-face), 
BR (Brahman influence), Hfr (heifer), Hfr-RQ (replacement quality heifer), 
Herf. (Hereford), R (red), RWF (red whiteface), Spd hfr (spayed heifer), 
Str (steer), TS (F1 tiger stripe), YWF (yellow whiteface)
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 Mountain — 7,253 head, Steamboat Springs, Colo.

Superior Livestock Auction Week in the Rockies, 
Day 1 — July 6, 2026

Head Breed Sex Weight Range Price Range Delivery

900 BWF/RWF Str 500-585 $540-$465 Oct

92 BR BWF Str 525 $485.00 Oct

174 TS Str 560 $430.00 Sept

910 BWF/B Str 570-585 $505- $465 Aug-Sept

360 BWF/B Str 575-585 $501-$473 Oct

260 BWF/RWF Str 575-590 $470-$473 Sept-Oct

1173 BWF/RWF Str 600-680 $445-$482 Oct

150 TS Str 650 $485.00 Sept

235 TS Str 685 $442.50 Jul

380 TS/B Str 685 $435.00 Dec

75 BWF/Herf. Str 690 $400.00 Oct

285 BWF/RWF Str 700 $450-$488 Oct-Nov

120 TS Hfr 400 $570.00 Sept

516 BWF/RWF Hfr 545 $480.00 Aug-Sept

88 TS Hfr 550 $437.50 Sept

90 BWF/RWF Hfr 550 $432.50 Sept-Oct

355 BWF/BBF/RWF Hfr 560-580 $424-$485 Oct

61 BWF/B Hfr 590 $460.00 Nov

80 TS Hfr 600 $430.00 Sept

85 BWF/B Hfr 625 $440.00 Oct

72 BWF/Herf. Hfr 635 $380.00 Nov

235 TS Hfr 650 $472.00 Jul

65 B/BWF/RWF Hfr 650 $430.00 Oct-Nov

SPLIT LOADS

58 Herf. Str 500 $517.50 Sept

40 Herf. Hfr 475 $487.50 Sept

42 BWF/B Str 560 $500.00 Oct

47 BWF/B Hfr 525 $470.00 Oct

31 RWF Str 570 $470.00 Oct

28 RWF Hfr 540 $450.00 Oct

55 BWF Str 630 $452.50 Sept

49 BWF Hfr 600 $427.50 Sept

40 BWF Str 650 $434.00 Jul-Aug

40 BWF Hfr 635 $414.00 Jul-Aug

48 YWF Str 675 $422.00 Oct-Nov

34 YWF Hfr 630 $402.00 Oct

Upcoming Video Sales
Cattle Country Video

Aug. 4-5
Oregon Trail Classic
Gering, Neb.

Sept. 10
Frontier Fall Roundup
Cheyenne, Wyo.

LiveAg
Aug. 5
Producers Livestock 

Video Auction
Autaguaville, Ala.

Aug. 13
LiveAg Video Auction
Cody, Wyo.

Dec. 10
LiveAg Video Auction
Las Vegas, Nev.

Northern Livestock Video Market
Aug. 17
Early Fall Preview
Billings, Mont.

Sept. 14
Fall Premier
Billings, Mont.

Superior Livestock Auction
Aug. 17-21
Big Horn Classic
Sheridan, Wyo.

Western Video Market
Aug. 10-11
Cheyenne, Wyo.

Sept. 15
Ogallala, Neb.

Nov. 6
Amarillo, Texas

Upcoming Hereford-influence Calf and 
Feeder Sales
Greater Midwest Certified Hereford Feeder Calf Sale

Jan. 4, 2027
Carthage Livestock Auction – 

Carthage, Ill.
Contact: Brent Lowderman
309-221-9621  

AHA Commercial Programs

Learn more here
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