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Enduring Excellence

Beef Improvement Federation names top seedstock and commercial producers.

rowse the list of producers, who
Bhave received the prestigious
Seedstock Producer and
Commercial Producer of the Year
awards from the Beef Improvement
Federation (BIF), and you’ll find many
familiar, nationally recognized names
because they have carved such a wide
path with their cattle and industry
leadership. Studying them offers both
valuable lessons and inspiration.

Read about this year’s winners,
and you will also be struck by how
much in common the operations
share, from dedication to building
cattle that serve customers’ needs to
utilizing data to guide their genetic
and management decisions.

Awards were presented June 2-3
during the 58th annual BIF Research
Symposium and Convention in
Boise, Idaho. Both awards recognize
producers’ dedication to improving
the beef industry. The awards are
sponsored by Drovers.

Colyer Herefords and Angus —

BIF Seedstock Producer of the Year
Colyer Herefords and Angus

represents a masterclass in balancing
multi-generational heritage with
cutting-edge genetic progress. Today
the fifth, sixth and seventh generations
of the Colyer family manage the ranch.
When the ranch began in 1876, it was
a traditional commercial cow-calf

operation. Today, it is recognized as
one of the nation’s premier seedstock
operations, but it never lost its
commercial roots.

“We base all of our breeding
decisions off of the commercial cattle
industry and what their needs are,”
says Guy Colyer. Specifically, Colyer
Herefords and Angus focuses on
producing genetics that thrive in the
rugged, semi-arid Western environment,
along with an unflinching belief in the
power of heterosis.

“Heterosis is the biggest thing a
commercial producer can use to gain an
advantage,” Colyer says. “In our part of
the world, nothing beats a black baldy.
Really, the profitability in a cow herd is
pregnancy rates and weaning weights;
all of that leads to using Hereford bulls
on black cows in our part of the world.”

The Colyer’s cow herd consists
of approximately 200 registered
Hereford and 200 registered Angus
females, along with roughly 300
recipient cows used in their embryo
transfer (ET) program. They have
always embraced accurate data and
cutting-edge technology for genetic
improvement. From purchasing their
first computer in 1984 to achieving
the prestigious Platinum Whole Herd
Total Performance Records (TPR™)
breeder status, a distinction held by
less than 1% of Hereford breeders in
the U.S., the ranch prioritizes data
integrity. By utilizing
artificial insemination,
ET, in vitro fertilization
and genomic testing,
they provide commercial
cattlemen with a level of
predictability that is rare
in the industry.

“For nearly 150 years,
the Colyer family has
made a lasting impact on
commercial cow herds
across the United States

in disciplined selection, comprehensive
data collection and a focused breeding
program,” says Shane Bedwell,
American Hereford Association (AHA)
chief operating officer and director of
breed improvement. “Their longevity,
combined with a forward-thinking
approach to genetic improvement, is
something that should be admired
across the beef industry.”

Commitment to the Colyer’s
conception-to-consumption focus
is underscored by their direct
involvement in marketing their
customers’ feeder cattle, ensuring that
Colyer genetics deliver value at every
level of the beef industry.

“We’ve kept using superior genetics
through the years and kept trying to
make every generation better. I think
every generation should be stronger,”
Colyer says. “We’ve got EPDs, we’ve
got genomic-enhanced EPDs, we've
got embryo transfer and artificial
insemination. We’ve got all of the
tools in place to keep moving the
cattle forward.”

Colyer Herefords and Angus was
nominated by the AHA.

Autauga Farming Co. —
BIF Commercial Producer of the Year
Autauga Farming Co., Autaugaville,
Ala., has spent more than a century
refining one of the Southeast’s most
distinguished commercial cow herds.
Founded in 1919 and now stewarded by
the fourth and fifth generations of the
Wendland family, the operation reflects
a deep, unwavering commitment to
beef improvement.

“Autauga Farming Company
and the Wendland family symbolize
the performance principles of the
Beef Improvement Federation and
have done so for generations,” says
Michelle Elmore, Alabama Beef Cattle
Improvement Association (BCIA)
executive secretary.

by supplying Hereford A fall-calving herd of 1,018
and Angus genetics rooted  breeding females— closed for

Colyer Herefords was named BIF Seedstock Producer of the Year. Pictured (I to r)
are: Angie Denton, Drovers; Guy, Katie and Cruz Colyer, Colyer Herefords; and
Gordon Hodges, BIF board president.
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more than 40 years — lies at the
heart of Autauga Farming Co. By
eliminating outside female influence,
the Wendlands have built a genetic
program precisely tailored to
Alabama’s sandy soils and climate.
Their three-breed terminal rotation
of Angus, Hereford and Charolais
is engineered for maximum hybrid
vigor and produces calves that excel in
maternal traits, feedlot performance
and carcass quality.

For perspective, Dan Wendland
explains Hereford-sired females are
bred to Charolais bulls, Charolais-
sired females are bred to Angus bulls
and Angus-sired females are bred to
Hereford bulls.

“With the three-breed cross, we
are looking to get the best of all
three worlds,” he says. “We want the
Charolais frame, the Angus marbling
and the Hereford durability. When we
put them in a field, we want them to
last, endure the Southeast heat, the wet
months and the dry months.”

The family’s commitment to data
backs every breeding decision. As
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charter members of the Alabama
BCIA in 1964, the Wendlands have
maintained 62 consecutive years of
performance records — weaning
weights, gain ratios and carcass data
— now managed digitally through
CattleMax and electronic identification
technology. Carcass feedback from their
customers directly informs sire selection,
ensuring their genetics perform as well
on the rail as in the pasture.

In 2025, Autauga Farming Co.
reintroduced artificial
insemination into its

“Their innovative spirit and love
of agriculture have and will continue
to make a positive and influential
impact,” Elmore says. “Each generation
has served as a dedicated model for
progressive agriculture. Autauga
Farming Company will continue to
be an advocate for improvement in
efficiency, profitability and sustainability
of agriculture.”

Autauga Farming Co. was
nominated by the Alabama BCIA. BA

replacement heifer program
for the first time in 25
years to tighten the calving
window and improve calf
uniformity. The Wendlands
didn’t just build a better
herd; they built a better
market. Co-founding the
Producers Feeder Calf Sale
in 1980, they established

a regional benchmark for
pre-conditioned, vaccinated,
uniform calf loads that
command premium prices.

Autauga Farming Co. was named BIF Commercial Producer of the Year. Pictured
(I'tor) are: Angie Denton, Drovers; Andy, Dan and Susan Wendland, Autauga

Farming Co.; and Ken Odde, BIF board vice president.

Selling 74 Lots!

Elite Fall Calving
Bred HeifFers &
Couws, Fall Yearling

; Open HeiFers
Ee Pine, Tenn. . ' spring Pairs, & Bulls!

Plus HereFord InFluenced
Commercial Females!

Lots 58-61
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