
To Those That 
Came Before
Lauber Herefords stretches across generations. 

by Katie Maupin Miller 

Sitting ringside during the 
EE Herefords sale about 
20 years ago, Jeff Lauber 

and his father, O.L., overheard 
Dwaine Waite tell Bill Ellard 
about M Bar Ranch’s upcoming 
100th anniversary in the Hereford 
business. O.L. leaned over to Jeff 
and whispered, “We’ve had them a 
lot longer than that.”

Indeed, the Lauber family has had 
Hereford cattle on their Woodson 
County, Kansas, acreage since Jeff’s 
great-grandparents, Herman and 
Elizabeth Lauber, settled into their 
Yates Center, Kan., homestead after 
immigrating from Herford, Germany 
— ironically enough. 

The couple built one of the 
biggest barns in the state to house 
hay and their bald-faced herd, and 
four generations of Laubers have 
cared for the Hereford cattle on the 
family’s land. The herd was next 
passed onto Herman and Elizabeth’s 
youngest son, Oscar Lauber. He 
and his wife, Dessie, cared for the 
cattle before handing the Hereford 
herd to their sons, Bill and O.L. The 
brothers split the herd, and each 
maintained their own Hereford 
operations while still working side 
by side. Bill took care of his herd 
with the help of his wife, Jean. O.L. 
managed his cattle alongside his 
wife, Lila, and their sons, David and 
Jeff, who are the current stewards of 
the family’s century herd. 

Oscar, Bill and O.L. were lifelong 
cattlemen. They were known to 
have good Hereford cattle, a sound 
sense of stockmanship and a strong 
milking cow herd that always 
weaned nice calves. 

Standing by the breed
Through the generations, the 
family seldom wavered from 
their Hereford roots. The 
tale goes that one year in the 
’40s or ’50s, the family tried 
a black bull but quickly sold 
him when they didn’t like any 
of his daughters. Ever since, 
the Lauber family has only 
employed registered Hereford 
sires, with the exception of some 
short-timing black bulls to breed 
heifers, which were dispersed 
when the bald-faced bulls 
produced calves that were just as 
small but more vigorous.

While the “why” of the family’s 
decision to launch into the breed has 
been lost with time, the brothers’ 
reasons for sticking with Hereford 
cattle are numerous. First and 
foremost is the bald-faced breed’s 
disposition. From breaking their 
first Hereford 4-H calves nearly 
60 years ago to working cattle 
today, the Herefords’ mild manners 
always made the job more pleasant. 
And when Jeff puts a home-raised 
Hereford steak on the grill, he says it 
tops any steak he’s ever been served 
at a high-end steakhouse. Maybe just 
as importantly, the family just plain 
likes them. 

CL1 Domino 4129B (right) joins a long line of Hereford bulls that improved the Lauber family 
herd for more than a centtury. 

Oscar and Dessie Lauber (pictured left on their wedding day) were the second generation to 
tend the family’s Hereford herd. Their sons O.L. (l) and Bill (r) carried on their legacy in Yates 
Center, Kan.
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“You know, I like cattle,” Jeff 
says. “But I love Herefords.”

And that’s what he is most proud 
of — his family picking something 
they love and sticking to it for 
decades and generations. Not all of 
those years were kind to cattlemen. 
There were market changes, financial 
crashes, skyrocketing interest rates, 
droughts and tough times, yet there 
were always Hereford cattle in 
Woodson County. 

“This is our heritage, and I 
don’t want to change,” Jeff says. 
“I’m happy with what we’ve got, 
and I’m happy to put the effort into 
maintaining them.”

Building upon a legacy
Today, Jeff still lives in the house 
the family built in the 1880s, and 
he and David not only strive to 
maintain their family’s legacy but 
improve upon it. The Laubers have 
almost always produced their own 
replacements. With the exception 
of the 4-H project prospect or an 
occasional heifer purchase, all the 
cows on the Lauber family’s piece of 
southeast Kansas were born there. 
To be nostalgic about it, they would 
also have a drop of blood — way 
back in their lineage — from some 
of the original Herefords that lived 
in that big barn amid the rolling hills 
and Blackjack Oak trees at the edge 
of the Flint Hills. 

But those replacements have been 
bolstered, especially within the last 10 
years, by some smart bull purchases. 
When Jeff returned to his homeplace 
after some time in Texas working in 

IT, he really wanted to improve his 
family’s herd. He had a dream to fold 
in some Line 1 genetics, so Jeff used 
his vacation to visit Cooper Hereford 
Ranch, in Willow Creek, Mont., and 
select a herd sire. 

This began the operation’s 
long-lasting relationship with Mark 
Cooper, who Jeff sees not only as a 
mentor but as a great example of the 
Hereford community. Cooper helps 
Jeff select sires that will improve 
his cow herd, and currently they’re 
curve-bending types that are slightly 
moderating their big-framed cows to 
make them more efficient, without 
sacrificing milk, weaning weights or 
mothering ability. 

One of the Cooper-bred, Line 
1 sires that had a big impact on 
the Lauber brothers’ herd is CL1 
Domino 4129B. Jeff candidly 
explains that he didn’t expect he 
would be able to purchase a bull of 
that caliber, and he treasured the sire 
and his influence on their herd. Like 
their forefathers, Jeff and David are 
simply focused on making their herd 
of approximately 80 cows better 
than the generation before. 

For their father and 
fathers before
While Jeff knows there are more 
elite Hereford operations out there, 
he also knows that folks driving 
by have noticed their Herefords in 
the hills continue to get better — 
some have stopped to say as much. 
He also knows that his late father, 
O.L., wouldn’t have filled out the 
paperwork to be officially recognized 

as a Century Breeder by the 
American Hereford Association. The 
Laubers don’t seek attention. They 
live humbly, and they value integrity. 

But Jeff sought out the Century 
Breeder recognition, not because 
he likes awards or attention, but 
simply because 100 years’ worth of 
dedication and hard work deserves it. 

“It is important to maintain a 
legacy,” Jeff simply states. He does 
so with some sorrow, because he 
and his brother will likely be the 
last keepers of the Lauber family’s 
Hereford herd. To Jeff, this Century 
Breeder designation symbolizes 
one family’s commitment to the 
bald-faced breed and their corner of 
Kansas for generations.

“Their legacy is keeping a herd 
going for this many years through 
a lot of hard times and some good 
times,” he says. “We’ve been able 
to stay in business — keep things 
in the black. Some people say you 
can’t make any money with these 
Herefords. But by living within our 
means and making improvements, 
we’ve been able to stay in business. 
Mom and Dad went through many 
tough years, but they wanted to 
keep it for us. They could have sold 
out and might have had a more 
enjoyable life if they did, but they 
kept going.”

While Jeff and David’s mom got 
to see a lot of the herd improvement 
until her passing in 2022, sadly, O.L. 
didn’t. Yet, the brothers are certain 
he’d be proud. 

“He would be very happy with 
how the herd looks now,” Jeff says. 

In true parent fashion, O.L. and 
Lila would often tell their sons that 
trophies didn’t matter as much as 
what they learned along the way. 
And Jeff and David learned countless 
lessons working alongside their 
family to build a Hereford herd while 
building their character. 

That grit, good old-fashioned 
stockmanship, love of the land, 
integrity and passion for Hereford 
cattle have anchored the Lauber 
family squarely in Yates Center for 
well over a century, and this award 
is for them — the ones that came 
before.  

Jeff and David Lauber receive the Century Breeder recognition from outgoing AHA 
president, Chad Breeding (l), and current Board president, Austin Snedden (r), during the 
2025 AHA Annual Meeting.
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