MARKETS

Demand strong for Hereford-influenced cattle.

alf and feeder cattle markets continued to gain steam

through the end of last year and the beginning of

2026, as buyers chased dwindling numbers.

“Opverall supplies are expected to remain tight for the

foreseeable future and many grass interests will likely
come to the market well before grass even starts to green,”
according to USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service the
first week of January. “This has been the case for the last
few years but each year it seems buyers come earlier and
earlier, fearing they must beat the next guy to get the kind
and quality they want.”

Upper Midwest — 387 head

Traditions Certified Hereford-influenced

Feeder Calf Sale — Bluegrass Stockyards South,
Stanford, Ky. — Dec. 4, 2025

Even so, there continues to be a significant price
advantage for the class and kind of cattle buyers prefer.
Weekly auction sales underscore this reality across the
country, as do comparisons between calf and feeder
cattle specials.

For instance, Corbin Cowles, American Hereford
Association (AHA) field representative explains demand
continued to surge for Hereford and Hereford-influenced
calves, feeder cattle and replacement females in the upper
Midwest region, which includes Kentucky and Illinois —
see highlights and his comments with the tables. BA

Upper Midwest — 557 head
Kentucky Hereford Association Hereford-Influenced

Feeder Calf Sale — Bluegrass Stockyards,
Lexington, Ky. — Dec. 11, 2025

Head Breed Sex Weight Price/Cwt Price/Hd Breed Sex Weight Price/Cwt Price/Hd

7 Herf Str 415 Ibs. $423.00 $1,755.45 15 Herf Str 447 Ibs. $399.00 $1,783.53

28 Herf Str 503 Ibs. $421.00 $2,117.63 30 Herf Str 522 Ibs. $390.00 $2,035.80

8 BWF Str 496 |bs. $423.00 $2,098.08 n BWF Str 527 lbs. $405.00 $2,13435

25 Herf Str 611 Ibs. $370.00 $2,260.70 67 Herf Str 587 Ibs. $393.50 $2,309.85

12 BWF Str 609 Ibs. $374.00 $2,277.66 25 BWF Str 598 Ibs. $391.00 $2,338.18

20 Herf Str 703 Ibs. $335.00 $2,355.05 51 Herf Str 671 Ibs. $362.25 $2,430.70

12 BWF Str 690 Ibs. $361.00 $2,490.90 24 BWF Str 661 Ibs. $368.00 $2,432.48

32 Herf Str 809 Ibs. $331.00 $2,671.79 28 Herf Str 744 bs. $324.50 $2,414.28

8 RWF Str 789 Ibs. $341.00 $2,690.49 33 BWF Str 745 Ibs. $327.50 $2,439.88

80 Herf Str 935 Ibs. $314.00 $2,935.90 17 Herf Str 833 Ibs. $288.00 $2,399.04

9 Herf Hfr 509 Ibs. $372.00 $1,893.48 16 Herf Hfr 450 Ibs. $388.00 $1,746.00

n BWF Hfr 506 Ibs. $385.00 $1,948.10 28 Herf Hfr 519 Ibs. $377.50 $1,959.23

14 Herf Hfr 594 Ibs. $318.00 $1,888.92 19 BWF Hfr 502 Ibs. $384.00 $1,927.68

16 BWF Hfr 588 Ibs. $359.00 $2,110.92 26 Herf Hfr 592 Ibs. $355.00 $2,101.60

10 Herf Hfr 699 Ibs. $299.00 $2,090.01 24 BWF Hfr 587 Ibs. $380.00 $2,230.60

8 BWF Hfr 684 Ibs. $323.00 $2,209.32 14 Herf Hfr 661 Ibs. $332.00 $2,194.52

n Herf Hfr 803 Ibs. $284.00 $2,280.52 n BWF Hfr 719 Ibs. $342.00 $2,458.98
“Cattle traded strong throughout the sale, with larger “The 557 head consigned by members of the Kentucky
groups commanding a premium,” according to Corbin Hereford Association saw strong trade for their quality

Cowles, AHA field representative. “Straight Hereford offering,” according to Cowles. “The margin between

cattle held strong on price with Hereford-influenced straight Herefords and Hereford-influenced cattle was

cattle continuing to receive strong demand.” very narrow. Heifers also saw interest from buyers for

breeding purposes.”

Herf. (Hereford), BWF (black whiteface), RWF (red whiteface), BLK (black), RED (red), Str (steer), Hfr (heifer), Spd hfr (spayed heifer)
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Upper Midwest — 1,228 head
Croater Midwest Horeford-influenced Upcoming Hereford-influenced
reater Midwest Hereford-influence
Feeder Calf Sale — Carthage Livestock Inc., Calf and Feeder Sales
Carthage, lll. — Jan. 3, 2026 Mitchell Livestock Hereford-influenced Feeder
Head Breed Sex Weight Price/Cwt Price/Hd Cattle Sale
17 Herf Str 378 Ibs. $452.50 $1,710.45 Feb. 19, 2026
- e % Tlbs o §191083 Mitchell Livestock Marketing — Mitchell, S.D.
Contact: Preston Burma, 605-680-0448
4 Herf Str 477 lbs. $425.00 $2,027.25
% Herf S| 5330bs. 543100 92,2913 Cherokee Sales Co. Hereford-influenced Special
68 Hef | Str | 5821bs. $422.00 $2456.04 March 18, 2026
88 Herf Str | 627lbs. $409.00 §2,564.43 Cherokee Sales Co. — Cherokee, Okla.
80 Herf Str 678 Ibs. $375.00 $2,542.50 Office: 580-596-3361
n Herf Str 724 Ibs. $371.00 $2,686.04
71 Herf Str 777 Ibs. $361.00 $2,804.97 For more information about these sales, please contact the
70 Herf Str 792 Ibs. $350.00 $2,843.8 representatives noted above. For a listing of sales please see
55 Herf Str 921 Ibs. $327.00 $3,011.67 Hereford.org/commercial/programs/feeder-cattle-sales. BA
22 BWF Str 552 Ibs. $455.00 $2,511.60
2 BWF Str | 6201bs. $421.00 $2,610.20 ] i -
30 BWF Str 687 Ibs. $389.00 $2,672.43 .
12 BWF Str 772 Ibs. $358.00 $2,763.76 ]
38 BWF Str 878 Ibs. $337.00 $2,958.86 }
24 Herf Hfr 392 Ibs. $427.50 $1,675.80 |
62 Herf Hfr 464 Ibs. $378.00 $1,753.92
54 Herf Hfr 526 Ibs. $378.00 $1,988.28 l
72 Herf Hfr 576 Ibs. $369.00 $2,125.44
42 Herf Hfr 626 Ibs. $346.00 $2,165.96 I
32 Herf Hfr 679 Ibs. $341.00 $2,31539
4 Herf Hfr 737 Ibs. $330.00 $2,432.10
12 Herf Hfr 838 Ibs. $290.00 $2,430.20 -
20 BWF Hfr 548 Ibs. $365.00 $2,000.20 .
10 BWF Hfr 631 Ibs. $345.00 $2,176.95
10 BWF Hfr 700 Ibs. $333.00 $2,331.00
n BWF Hfr 758 Ibs. $334.00 $2,531.72
“Hats off to the Lowderman family for a phenomenal
19th annual Greater Midwest Hereford-Influenced
Feeder Calf Sale,” Cowles says. “Many in attendance
thought this was the highest-quality set of cattle ever
assembled for the event, which is saying something, and
an active buying crowd validated that belief.”
AHA Commercial Programs
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