
December is a month filled with 
joy, hope, gratitude, renewal 
and celebration. It’s a season 
to gather with loved ones, slow 
down and reflect on the past 
while also looking ahead to a 
fresh year and the opportunities 
to come. It’s a time to appreciate 
the people and moments that 
make life meaningful. Those 
same feelings — thankfulness, 
excitement and togetherness 
— perfectly describe the spirit 
surrounding the 2025 World 
Hereford Conference (WHC) 
and Young Breeders Competition 
(YBC), hosted this year in the 
U.S. The week served as a time to 
celebrate the American Hereford 
Association (AHA), National 
Junior Hereford Association 
(NJHA), and most importantly, 
the Hereford community, ranchers, 

Board members, staff and NJHA 
members alike.

Just like the anticipation leading 
up to Christmas, which is filled 
with decorating, gift buying 
and preparation for the season, 
the preparation for the WHC 
began well before it arrived. The 
groundwork for this global event 
was laid in New Zealand in 2020 
at the previous WHC. More than 
five years of careful planning, 
dedication and collaboration 
followed. The AHA and NJHA 
staff worked tirelessly to ensure 
every detail was considered, 
from coordinating pre- and post-
tours and the Annual Meeting 
to cultivating YBC contests and 
events that reflected the excellence 
of U.S. Hereford. Behind the 
scenes, a team of people was hard 
at work, from selecting cattle 
for fitting and showmanship to 
organizing judging contests and 
managing the logistics of this 
massive international event. Not 
to mention the hard work of the 
international teams that traveled 
to the U.S. for the YBC. That 
level of preparation and teamwork 
reflects passion.

Each December, families and 
friends travel far and wide to 
celebrate, share stories, and learn 
and grow with each other during 
the holidays. The same could be 
said for the WHC. People from 
across the world came together, 
united by a shared love and 
passion for the Hereford breed. 
Lifelong friends were reunited, and 
new friendships were formed — 
connections that will last a lifetime. 

Christmas, at its core, is about 
celebration — celebrating faith, 
renewal and hope for the future. The 
WHC and YBC embodied that same 
spirit as we celebrated the outstanding 
achievements of our junior members 
on a world stage. We proudly 
recognized the 2025 fall scholarship 

recipients, as the Hereford Youth 
Foundation of America (HYFA) 
awarded $165,500 to 27 exceptional 
junior members. These junior 
members’ hard work, leadership and 
dedication to the NJHA continue to 
inspire and drive the breed forward.

The week also featured the 
Fed Steer Shootout finalists, who 
shared their portfolios and were 
recognized for their extensive 
knowledge of their cattle and the 
beef industry. Wrapping up the 
week, the spotlight shone brightly 
on our junior members in the 
showring, showcasing top-quality 
Hereford genetics through two 
outstanding shows. Just before 
the bull grand drive, we had the 
honor of recognizing our 2026 
National Hereford Queen, Lauren 
Wingler, marking yet another 
NJHA milestone.

There was truly no better way 
to conclude such a remarkable 
week. Watching our junior 
members step into the showring, 
representing the future of this 
breed, filled my heart with pride, 
joy and optimism. As we look 
back on the year and the success 
of the WHC, one message rings 
clear, gratitude.

Thank you to our ranchers 
for being the backbone and 
foundation of the Hereford breed. 
Thank you to our supporters for 
believing in the mission of the 
AHA and NJHA and encouraging 
continual growth. And thank you 
to our junior members for your 
energy, creativity and passion that 
keep the Hereford spirit alive. 

As we celebrate the Christmas 
season, may your homes be filled 
with warmth, laughter and love. 
Take time to rest, cherish your 
blessings and look forward to a new 
year of opportunity and renewal. 
From all of us at the NJHA, have a 
very Merry Christmas and a joyful 
New Year.  
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