
COMPETITION ACROSS CONTINENTS

Young cattle producers from 
around the globe stepped 
out of their comfort zones 

and onto the world stage at the 
second international Young Breeders 
Competition (YBC), Oct. 19-25, 
held in conjunction with the World 
Hereford Conference (WHC). Many 
visited the U.S. for the first time. 
All fostered lifetime connections as 
they pitted their industry knowledge 
and skills against other top young 
cattlemen and cattlewomen. 

“This was not an ordinary contest. 
It was thought provoking, challenging 
and very real world. I am so proud 
of how all of the teams stepped up 
and came together to compete in this 
historic event,” says Amy Cowan, 
American Hereford Association 
(AHA) director of youth activities and 
foundation. “I am even more proud of 
the connections that were made and 
friendships that were formed, from 
one continent to another.”

YBC featured a wide range of 
events focused on cattle production, 
Hereford genetics, seedstock 

development and marketing. 
Competition was open to young 
Hereford producers, ages 18–26, 
selected by their respective countries. 
The 11 teams represented seven 
countries, including the U.S., 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, 
Ireland, New Zealand and the United 
Kingdom. Canada, Ireland and the 
United Kingdom each fielded two 
teams, as did the U.S. with Team 
USA — Blue and Team USA — Red.

“Getting to learn how people from 
other countries do things and what 
cattle work in their operations was 
certainly eye opening,” says JW Cox, 
Flemingsburg, Ky., Team USA — 
Red member.

World-class education
Much of the competition took place 
at Kansas State University (K-State) 

in Manhattan, Kan. Besides taking 
advantage of the school’s world-
renowned animal science department 
and instructors, the competition also 
provided an opportunity to showcase 
the nation’s unique land grant 
university system.

“K-State’s land grant mission and 
state-of-the-art facilities provided 
the perfect classrooms,” Cowan 
explains. “We wanted to give these 
young leaders a real-world look at 
how science, education and livestock 
management come together.”

The National Junior Hereford 
Association and the AHA worked 
closely with the K-State animal 
science staff to design competitions 
reflecting the skills essential to beef 
cattle and seedstock production in 
the U.S. Contests included livestock 
judging with oral reasons, meat 

Contestants in the Young Breeders Competition showcased their showmanship skills at the American Royal.

Getting to learn how people from other countries do 
things and what cattle work in their operations was 
certainly eye opening.

— JW Cox, Team USA — Red
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animal evaluation and a quiz bowl. 
Competitors also had the opportunity 
to judge a virtual class of live feedlot 
steers from HRC Feed Yards LLC, 
Scott City, Kan., and then evaluate 
the steers’ carcasses in the K-State 
meat lab.

“In terms of an international 
outlook, I don’t think it matters if 
you’re from Australia, Canada or the 
United States. We use this trade and 
this facility of agriculture to build 
our youth, teach them responsibility 
and make them better cattlemen 
because of it,” says Cory Thomsen, 
Madison, S.D., a member of the 
YBC team fitting and showmanship 
judging panel. 

Communication practicums 
were also a key part of the of 
YBC. These focused on animal 
health, nutrition and genetics. 
Competitors demonstrated their 
knowledge in these areas, and their 
communication skills as a team, as 
they made presentations to conference 
partners like Merck Animal Health® 
and VitaFerm®.

The competition’s first phase 
unfolded at K-State’s new Bilbrey 
Family Event Center. From there, 

teams traveled to Spring Hill 
Herefords, Blue Rapids, Kan., and 
the Jensen Ranch Female Sale, 
Louisburg, Kan.

The YBC concluded in Kansas 
City with a team fitting and 
showmanship contest at the American 
Royal Oct. 25, sponsored by Sullivan 
Supply and the American Royal. 
Teams competed for more than 
6,000 points across individual and 
team contests. Awards included vinyl 

banners, handcrafted leather banners, 
buckles and other prizes recognizing 
the competitor’s excellence 
and teamwork.

“We are becoming a global 
industry and a global breed. Beyond 
who wins and loses, we are in 
this together,” says K-State’s Chris 
Mullinix, an asset to YBC. “We 
are making these cattle better and 
making the young people better in 
the process.”  

Investing in Global Leadership
The American Hereford Association, National Junior Hereford Association and 
Hereford Youth Foundation of America (HYFA) continue to work together to build 
a pipeline of industry leaders. The Young Breeders Competition and Team USA, in 
particular, are part of that mission. HYFA was vital to funding Team USA, along with 
the entire competition. Thanks to the newly established Cottonwood Springs Farm 
Global Education and Leadership Endowment and the long-standing OXO World 
Traveler Scholarship Fund.

The Young Breeders Competition was proudly sponsored by Merck Animal 
Health®, VitaFerm®, Sullivan Supply, the Kansas Department of Agriculture and 
American Royal.

To learn more about the competition and the different modules the teams 
competed in, visit WorldHerefordConference.com/YBC. The United Kingdom 
will be hosting the next competition in 2028 along with the World Hereford 
Conference.  

Competitors, team advisors and guests gather at K-State’s Bilbrey Family Event Center. 
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Celebration rang out during the YBC awards ceremony as each champion team was 
announced.

K-State was the perfect venue for the YBC, 
showcasing world-class facilities and the land 
grant university system.

Team U.K. — Hereford Cattle Society 
discusses the cattle scoring section of the 
industry practicums series.

Springhill Herefords, Blue Springs, Kan., welcomed the YBC to its historic round barn for a 
ranch tour and dinner.

Team USA — Blue as they were announced 
grand champion overall team of the Young 
Breeders Competition.

Team USA — Red preparing for their animal handling 
presentation, part of the YBC industry practicums series, 
presented by Merck Animal Health.

Chris Mullinix judged the junior Hereford show at the 
American Royal. He was a key part of the successful YBC.

The livestock judging and reasons contest included six 
classes of cattle, swine and lambs.
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Hayride tours of Springhill Herefords showcased the 
Kansas beef industry.

Team Denmark — The Danish Vikings practices for the 
YBC showmanship contest with its Hereford breeder 
partner, Wildcat Cattle Co.

Team USA — Blue in action during the 
communications challenge.

Reserve champion showman Ralston Braden, Team USA — Red, congratulates grand 
champion showman Dylan Kottkamp, Team USA — Red.

Competitors study a class and weigh the options.

Dan Moser, interim dean of K-State’s 
College of Agriculture, welcomed the YBC 
competitors to the university.

Justin McKee, television host for The Cowboy Channel, 
encouraged young Hereford leaders to promote the 
beef industry across the globe.

Grand champion in the team fitting contest, 
Team Australia, works on perfecting 
their presentation. 
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Teams
Team Australia:  Lochie McLauchlan, Glenormiston North, VIC; Emily Taylor, Quipolly, NSW; 
Tabby Cross, Indigo Valley, VIC; and William van Gend, O’Connell, NSW 

Team Canada — National Selects: Levi Rimke, Oak Lake, Manitoba; Emma Lees, Arcola, 
Saskatchewan; Codee Kopelchuk, Canora, Saskatchewan; and Daniel Schuepbach, 
Claresholm, Alberta 

Team Canada — Red Coats: Matthew Trefiak, Edgerton, Alberta; Megan Nicholas, Milestone, 
Saskatchewan; Emma Cross, Camrose County, Alberta; and Brandon Fraser, Rocky View 
County, Alberta 

Team Denmark — The Danish Vikings: Sofie Brydsø, Varde, Vestjylland; Maria Jensen, 
Horsens, Midtjylland; and Peter Olesen, Allingaabro, Djursland 

Team Ireland — Green: Jack Larkin, Tullamore, Co. Offaly; Colin Burke, Kinnegad, Co. 
Westmeath; Catherine Smyth, Navan, Co. Meath; and Patrick Farrell, Athlone, Co. Westmeath

Team Ireland — White: Sarah Murray, Moate, Co. Westmeath; John O’Dwyer, Nenagh, Co. 
Tipperay; Sarah Armstrong, Arva, Co. Cavan; and Mark Hyland, Carrigallen, Co. Leitrim 

Team New Zealand:  Joel Steele, Taranaki; Georgia Moody, Manawatu; Niamh Barnett, 
Southland; and Ella McWilliam, Gisborne

Team UK — Beef and Beyond: Sean Mitchell, Carlisle, Cumbria; Lottie Hill, Evercreech, 
Somersetand; Isla Soutter, Ashby De La Zouch, Leicestershire; and Matthew Fearon, Keswick, 
Cumbria

Team UK — Hereford Cattle Society: Ethan Brook, Mynach, Hengoed; Iona Smith, Turnberry, 
Ayshire; Cara Doggett, Hildale, Carlisle; and William Awan, Bath, Somerset

Team USA — Blue: Trevor Johnson, Centerville, S.D.; Logan Topp, Grace City, N.D.; Blake 
Bruns, North Platte, Neb.; and Jacob Johnson, Ruth, Miss.

Team USA — Red: JW Cox, Flemingsburg, Ky.; Dylan Kottkamp, Clayton, Ind.; Ralston Braden, 
Kearney, Neb.; and Tar Tut, Bells, Texas  

Team USA — Blue, grand champion 
overall team.

Grand Champion Team: 
Team USA — Blue 
Reserve Grand Champion Team: 
Team USA — Red 
Grand Champion Individual: 
Jacob Johnson, Team USA — Blue
Reserve Grand Champion Individual:
Dylan Kottkamp, Team USA — Red

Meat Animal Evaluation Contest
Champion Team: Team USA — Blue 
Reserve Champion Team: 
Team Canada — National Selects 
Champion Individual: 
Logan Topp, Team USA — Blue
Reserve Champion Individual:  
Emily Taylor, Team Australia

Livestock Judging and 
Reasons Contest
Champion Team: Team USA — Red 
Reserve Champion Team: 
Team USA — Blue 
Champion Individual: Jacob Johnson, 
Team USA — Blue
Reserve Champion Individual: Tar Tut, 
Team USA — Red

Industry Practicums Series
Champion Team: Team USA — Red 
Reserve Champion Team: 
Team USA — Blue 

Communications Challenge
Champion Team: Team USA — Red 
Reserve Champion Team: 
Team USA — Blue

Team Fitting Contest
Champion Team: Team Australia 
Reserve Champion Team: 
Team Canada — National Selects 
Showmanship Contest
Champion: 
Dylan Kottkamp, Team USA — Red
Reserve Champion: 
Ralston Braden, Team USA — Red  

Team USA — Red, reserve grand champion 
overall team.

Team Australia, champion in team fitting.

Team Canada — National Selects, reserve 
champion team in meat animal evaluation and 
team fitting.

YBC CHAMPIONS
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