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A Global Gathering

The 19th World Hereford Conference was the event of a lifetime.

The 2025 World Hereford Conference
was a one-of-a-kind gathering of
Hereford breeders. More than 800
Hereford producers from 20 countries
convened in Kansas City, Mo., for

a week of fellowship and learning.
Throughout the week, I was repeatedly
struck by the passion for Hereford
cattle, which spans oceans.

We’ve been discussing plans for the
2025 World Hereford Conference since
my first day at the American Hereford
Association (AHA) in 2022. Not
only was this a gathering of Hereford
breeders from across the globe and
U.S., but this event was also a collective
effort from AHA staff, volunteers and
U.S. Hereford breeders. So many people
worked hard to make the event happen.

Throughout the World Hereford
Conference, it was clear — the
Hereford breed is at the gateway to
opportunity. The event started with
a celebration at AHA headquarters,
and Tom Field, the Paul Engler Chair
of Agribusiness Entrepreneurship at
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
kicked off the Educational Forum
perfectly with his presentation the
following morning.

“It’s that big, bold, maybe even
unachievable vision that wakes us up
every morning and gets us to go out
into the cold and the heat and face
the visceral world without the virtual
world, the visceral world where hot is
hot and cold is cold and life is life and
death is possible. And that’s where we
do our work.

“The beef industry is a story that
is as remarkable and epic as any
industry on the planet, and we’ve
played a role in it,” he said. “And
the goal has always been how do we
make better cattle, better beef than
our forefathers did?”

The Hereford breed is absolutely
a collection of stories — from its
rich history and the herds that span

generations to the first-generation
Hereford breeder. While every World
Hereford Conference attendee had a
different story, background and goals
for their operation, they all gathered in
Kansas City for one reason: producing
better beef. The livestock exhibitions,
celebration of achievements, diverse
U.S. Hereford tour stops and time for
networking all played a role in the
lessons learned and connections made
during the World Hereford Conference
— things that will be taken back to
operations across the globe.

The event wrapped up with the
National Hereford Show at the
American Royal, a show that exists
thanks to the first Hereford show in
Kansas City, Mo.s West Bottoms in
1899. Hereford’s roots run deep in
Kansas City and beyond the borders of
the U.S.

In this issue
Our December issue historically
features Annual Meeting coverage.
This is a special issue. You'll find
complete coverage of the 19th World
Hereford Conference and the AHA
Annual Meeting beginning on Page
24. Throughout the section, you’ll
find about 60 pages of recaps, results,
features and more. From the research
unveiled at the Educational Forum and
Young Breeders Competition to the
new National Hereford Queen, there
isn’t a stone that’s been left unturned.
The 19th World Hereford
Conference was truly a group effort.
This event was years in the making,
and every AHA staff member and
volunteer played an integral role in the
event. [ am so proud of the teamwork
displayed by the AHA. Of course, the
event was a success thanks to attendees
from near and far. The enthusiasm
throughout the week was palpable —
flip through the pages and relive the
excitement. HW

Hereford.org



