
Association News
Breed improvement adopted 
changes and initiatives
The Board reviewed suggestions 
presented by the DNA policy task 
force (Dave Bielema, Sam Shaw, 
Mark Cooper, Mark Squires and 
Charlie Boyd) and unanimously 
supported the following:
1.	 In addition to AI sires, embryo 

transfer (ET) donor dams and 
walking sires born after Jan. 1, 
2026, will be required to have a 
genomic profile completed at the 
American Hereford Association 
(AHA) official lab and be fully 
parent verified and tested for all 
recognized genetic conditions.

2.	 The Board voted unanimously to 
purge all DNA samples starting 
Jan. 1, 2026, after the requested 
testing is complete.

3.	 For other accepted DNA policy 
changes, please see Hereford.org/
Hereford-Handbook.

DNA sample storage policy 
The AHA Board of Directors voted 
unanimously during the 2024 fall 
Board meeting to purge, starting Jan. 
1, 2026, all DNA samples submitted 
to AHA’s official lab on or before 
Dec. 31, 2024. The AHA Board has 
determined to offer members the 
opportunity to request a return of 
any sample that was submitted to 
the AHA official lab prior to Dec. 
31, 2024. These requests must be 
made prior to Dec. 31, 2025, with the 
following understanding:
1.	 A member must submit a request 

for the DNA samples they would 
like to retrieve. Only samples that 
were originally submitted by a 
member will be returned.

2.	 The AHA does not guarantee a 
timeline for delivery of the samples 

after the request is made, and it is 
highly recommended that requests 
are only made on animals that 
are deceased and there is no other 
sample available, including semen.

3.	 The AHA does not guarantee that 
a sample can be found, or that 
there will be viable DNA available.

4.	 Please understand that DNA 
sample storage is different for each 
type of DNA (hair, blood card, 
tissue sample unit [TSU]).

5.	 A fee will be charged for each 
sample that is requested to 
be returned. This fee will be 
determined from time to time by 
the AHA Board. At this time, the 
fee that has been established by 
AHA’s Board is $10 per sample 
plus packaging and shipping costs.
Moving forward, any DNA sample 

submitted after Jan. 1, 2025, the 
testing lab, in agreement with the 
AHA, will use the submitted sample 
for the purpose of conducting the 
testing requested by the member. 
After the initial testing is complete, 
the AHA, in agreement with the 
AHA official DNA testing lab, will 
store the remaining DNA for any 
additional testing that is available at 
the lab for a period of one year. After 
one year, the sample will be subject 
to disposition. 

There is no guarantee by the 
AHA or the AHA official lab that 
there will be any additional or viable 
DNA available from the submitted 
sample. It is understood that, while 
the AHA’s agreement with its official 
testing lab requires the testing lab 
to store the remaining DNA sample 
for a period of one year, the AHA 
has no obligation or responsibility 
to do so or to make such remaining 
sample available to the member for 
subsequent testing or use. 

Moving forward, the AHA 
would encourage any breeder to 
collect and store an additional 
sample if they deem necessary. 
Most frequently used DNA types 
submitted and storage method:
1.	 Hair or blood cards. These types 

of samples can be stored in a dark, 
dry place at room temperature.

2.	 Semen — it can be thawed semen— 
but it is suggested to keep it frozen 
until a DNA test is needed.

3.	 TSUs can be stored (methods 
shared from Merck representative):

•	 The preferred method of storing 
is in a negative thaw cycle 
freezer, but they can be stored 
in a regular freezer.

•	 There has been success in 
storing them in a cool, dry 
place. Some have been stored 
this way for three years and are 
still viable.

•	 The biggest thing is to protect 
them from sunlight.

Sharing of ISAG/ICAR 
parentage markers 
Starting Jan. 1, 2025, the AHA 
Board adopted a policy to share 
ISAG/ICAR reduced panel 
parentage markers through a 
request submitted to the AHA 
from a World Hereford Council 
member, other breed associations 
or any AHA member. A fee, 
determined from time to time by 
the AHA Board of Directors, will 
be charged for any requests except 
for those from any World Hereford 
Council member. Currently, the 
fee for an AHA member is $10 for 
each animal requested.

Please contact AHA customer 
service with any questions or 
requests at 816-842-3757 or 
records@hereford.org.

Association News and Events
What’s
New?

“What’s New?” is a column designed to keep you in the know about Hereford happenings. You can sign up for Hereford 
Headlines, an electronic newsletter distributed the first Friday of each month by the American Hereford Association 
(AHA) highlighting Hereford news and events. You can also receive the Bald Faced Bottom Line, a commercially-focused 
electronic newsletter sent the third Friday of each month. To subscribe to these free newsletters, send an email to 
outreach@hereford.org. Archived issues are posted at Hereford.org.
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Apply for AHA internships and 
ambassador program
The AHA will be hiring youth 
activities interns for the summer of 
2026. The purpose of the internship 
is to provide a multi-faceted learning 
experience for a college student 
interested in beef breed association 
work, public relations and leadership. 
Interns will provide the AHA with 
assistance in event planning and 
management, junior show coverage 
and leading the National Junior 
Hereford Association (NJHA) board 
of directors and membership. 

Don’t have the schedule for a full 
summer internship? College students 
may apply for the VitaFerm® 
Junior National Hereford Expo 
(JNHE) ambassador program. 
The ambassadors will assist the 
NJHA board and AHA staff 
during a three-week long internship. 
Ambassadors will arrive in Kansas 
City, Mo., prior to the JNHE and 
will work through the duration of 
the event, including the wrap-up. 

The AHA and Hereford 
Publications Inc. are offering 

a dynamic communications 
internship for college sophomores, 
juniors or seniors to assist the 
AHA communications team and 
the Hereford World staff in the 
production of communication 
pieces for the Association, 
Hereford World and Baldy 
Advantage magazine. 

Applications for internships and 
the ambassador program are due 
Jan. 15, 2026. View the detailed 
internship descriptions and apply at 
Hereford.org/careers.

Raise a glass to Hereford research
Make a donation to the Hereford 
Research Foundation and 
receive a bottle of Stonebreaker 
Whiskey, proudly branded for the 
Hereford breed.

Bottles will be delivered to 
upcoming national shows — don’t 
miss your chance to support 
research and enjoy a taste of 
tradition. Visit bit.ly/AHA_
StonebreakerWhiskey to make 
your donation and secure your 
bottle of commemorative whiskey.

Youth
2025 HYFA Season of Giving
The fourth annual Hereford 
Youth Foundation of America 
(HYFA) Season of Giving will 
take place Dec. 17-19, 2025. Visit 
HerefordYouthFoundation.org/
Hereford-Season-of-Giving to 
learn more.

National Shows
Plan to attend these national 
shows in 2026: 
Cattlemen’s Congress: Jan. 7-10, 
2026, Oklahoma City, Okla.

•	 “Hereford Night in OKC” 
National Hereford Sale: 
Jan. 9 — 6 p.m.

National Western Stock Show: 
Jan. 15-17, 2026, Denver, Colo.

•	 Maternal Merit Heifer Sale: 
Jan 14 — 2 p.m.

•	 “Hereford Eve at Mile High” 
Frozen Genetics Sale: 
Jan. 15 — 3 p.m.

•	 National Western Hereford Sale: 
Jan. 16 — 4 p.m.

Fort Worth Stock Show: Feb. 2, 
2026, Fort Worth, Texas  

Red River Reds
Online Bull Sale
Bonham, Texas

Jan. 11, 2026

Larry Woodson
Still River Ranch 

www.stillriverranch.com
larrywoodson@gmail.com

214-491-7017

For a complete list of upcoming sales, visit  
Hereford.org/commercial

Show Your Support

Hereford-influenced 
Feeder Calf Sales
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