
$165,500 IN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

The Hereford Youth Foundation 
of America (HYFA) awarded 
$165,500 in scholarships to 

National Junior Hereford Association 
(NJHA) members during the Shaping 
the Breed’s Future: Young Breeders 
Competition and HYFA Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon presented by 
VitaFerm® Oct. 24 in Kansas City, Mo. 
Twenty-seven National NJHA members 
were recognized and received funds to 
support their higher education goals.

The scholarships were presented at the 
2025 World Hereford Conference and 
American Hereford Association (AHA) 
Annual Meeting — and the selection 
committee continues to be impressed by 
NJHA members.

“The quality of the applicants and the 
quality of their statements were first rate, 
making the selection of the recipients 
a very difficult task for the selection 
committee,” says George Sprague, HYFA 
vice president. “More importantly, the 
quality of the applicants ensures that 
they will be leaders who will position 
agriculture to meet the challenge.”

The scholarship fund serves as 
the bedrock of HYFA, and countless 
youth benefit from its mission. Since 
its inception, HYFA has awarded 
scholarships fueling educational 
opportunities. For years, these 
scholarships have been lighting the way 
for youth in the Hereford breed. Recently, 
the foundation celebrated awarding more 
than $2 million in scholarships since 
2000 to assist Hereford youth furthering 
their education.

Alley honored with Ball/Cottonwood 
Springs Farm Scholarship
Martina Alley, Danielsville, Ga., was 
awarded the $5,000 Ball/Cottonwood 
Springs Farm Scholarship.

Alley is a freshman at Abraham 
Baldwin Agricultural College, majoring 
in livestock production. Envisioning her 
long-term goals, she wants to pursue a 
career as a beef cattle herdsman or general 
farm manager for a large-scale operation, 
making strategic decisions about herd 
health, breeding, nutrition and marketing.

“I plan to continue participating in 
leadership and industry workshops, 
expanding my professional network, 
enhancing communication skills and 
staying current with agricultural 
innovations,” Alley says. “This will 
enable me to effectively manage 
teams, grow customer relationships 
and contribute meaningfully to the 
advancement of the cattle industry.”

The Ball/Cottonwood Springs Farm 
Scholarship honors the legacy of Nancy 
Keilty’s late father and mother, Ed and 
Virginia Ball. They instilled in her to 
always “leave the campsite better than you 
found it,” and this scholarship is designed 
to recognize a Hereford junior with the 
same mentality. Nancy and her husband, 
Tim, own Cottonwood Springs Farm, in 
Cedar, Mich., where they raise Hereford 
cattle and focus on their Leelanau Natural 
Beef program, offering home-grown beef 
to local consumers.

Bar One Ranch 
Scholarship 
presented to Gatz
McKenna Gatz, 
Fairview, Kan., was 
awarded the $5,000 
Bar One Ranch 
Scholarship.

Gatz is a 
freshman at Kansas 
State University 
(K-State), majoring 
in integrative human 
sciences — pre-
nursing. Once 
she completes her 
undergraduate degree 
she wants to follow 
K-State’s pathway 
program to Wichita 
State University to 
complete her clinical 
experience, explore 
specialties and grow 
in her field. Her 
goal is to become a 
registered nurse, and 
she hopes to make a 
difference in a field, 

such as pediatrics or procedural-
based care.

“I hope to continue serving my rural 
community through volunteer work and 
advocacy, particularly in mental health 
and agriculture,” Gatz says. “Ultimately, 
I aspire to be known for both my skills 
as a nurse and the compassion I bring to 
every patient and community I serve.”

The Bar One Ranch Scholarship, 
sponsored by HYFA, is offered by George 
and Karen Sprague of Bar One Ranch in 
Oregon. The scholarship is in memory of 
their late friend, Ken Tracy, who was a 
friend to the entire Hereford breed.

Mouser receives CBY Polled 
Herefords Scholarship 
Haley Mouser, Tenstrike, Minn., 
won the $5,000 CBY Polled 
Herefords Scholarship.

Pictured (l to r): George Sprague, HYFA vice president; Bar One Ranch 
Scholarship winner, McKenna Gatz, Fairview, Kan.; and Bruce Everhart, 
HYFA board member.

Pictured (l to r): Nancy Keilty, Cottonwood Springs Farm; Ball/
Cottonwood Springs Farm Scholarship winner, Martina Alley, 
Danielsville, Ga.; and George Sprague, HYFA vice president. 
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A senior at South Dakota State 
University, Mouser is majoring in animal 
science-production management. With a 
passion for nutrition from the consumer 
perspective, she hopes to work in 
marketing and promotion for a branded 
beef program, standing behind both the 
product and the producer. Mouser plans 
to pursue her master’s degree in meat 
science following the completion of her 
undergraduate degree.

“Through communicating producer’s 
stories and the role beef can play in 
a nutritious diet, I desire to always 
give back to the industry I love by 
establishing its integral role,” Mouser 
says. “I am driven by a passion for the 
cattle industry, public speaking and 
science, and recently discovered meat 
science as the intersection point.”

The CBY Polled Herefords, Bob and 
Dolores Call Scholarship, sponsored 

by HYFA, is offered 
in honor of the late 
Bob and Dolores Call. 
Bob was a founding 
member of the HYFA 
board of directors and 
an integral part of 
building the framework 
for the foundation’s 
scholarship pillar.

Two EE Ranches 
Scholarships 
awarded to 
deserving juniors
Emma Ballinger, 
McKee, Ky., and Kade 
Boatman, Rockford, 
Ill., each received a 
$5,000 EE Ranches 
Scholarship.

Ballinger is a junior 
at the University of 
Kentucky, majoring in 
agricultural education 
and advocacy. Her 
future goals include 
becoming a high 
school agriculture 
instructor, teaching not 
only agriculture, but 
also about leadership, 
service and the value of 
hard work.

“I want to help 
prepare the next 
generation of leaders 
in agriculture while 
continuing to give back 
to organizations, like 
the NJHA, Kentucky 
FFA, 4-H, etc., that 
have invested in me,” 
Ballinger says. “My 
career goals combine 

teaching, advocacy and philanthropy, 
with the hope of making a lasting 
impact on both my students and the 
agricultural industry.”

A freshman at Lake Land College, 
Boatman is receiving his agricultural 
transfer credentials, while being an active 
member of the livestock judging team. He 
is currently most interested in a career in 
auctioneering and animal genetics.

“Not only am I interested in them, 
but I also see how they are beneficial 
toward the future of agriculture, which 
is what I am most passionate about,” 
Boatman says.

EE Ranches, Dallas, Texas, sponsors 
two scholarships each year through 
HYFA. These scholarships are made 
possible by Jo Ellard and her late 
husband, Bill. EE Ranches was one of 
HYFA’s first scholarship endowments, 
and the funds awarded over the years 
have helped many young people achieve 
their goals. 

Meinhardt receives Perks 
Ranch Scholarship 
Rylie Meinhardt, Onaga, Kan., 
was awarded the $5,000 Perks 
Ranch Scholarship.

Meinhardt, a sophomore at K-State, 
is pursuing a degree in animal sciences 
and industry. Aspiring to a career 
in advocacy and communications, 
she believes the first step to effective 
representation is a strong understanding 
of the industry itself.

“This fall, I plan to attend the 
National Association of Farm 
Broadcasting Conference to explore 
career opportunities in agricultural 
communications and build my skills,” 
Meinhardt says. “In five to 10 years, I 
see myself working full time in livestock 
communications, using modern platforms 
to share the story of agriculture.”

The Perks Ranch Scholarship, 
awarded by HYFA, honors Perks Ranch 
of Illinois and highlights Doug Perks’ 
legacy and leadership during his time on 
the HYFA board. He helped lead the $5 
million capital campaign, which laid the 
groundwork for the foundation’s pillars 
— scholarship, leadership, education 
and research.

Pictured (l to r): Ray Ramsey, HYFA president; EE Ranches Scholarship 
winners, Kade Boatman, Rockford, Ill., and Emma Ballinger, McKee, 
Ky.; and Bruce Everhart, HYFA board member. 

Pictured (l to r): George Sprague, HYFA vice president; CBY Polled 
Herefords Scholarship winner, Haley Mouser, Tenstrike, Minn.; and 
Bruce Everhart, HYFA board member.

continued on page 82...

Pictured (l to r): Wade Perks, Perks Ranch; Perks Ranch Scholarship 
winner, Rylie Meinhardt, Onaga, Kan.; and Tammy Boatman, Perks 
Ranch.
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Ostgaard-Breiner Memorial 
Scholarship presented to 
veterinary student
Regan Mitchem, Vale, N.C., was 
awarded the $3,000 Ostgaard-Breiner 
Memorial Scholarship.

Mitchem is in her third year at the 
North Carolina State University College 
of Veterinary Medicine, focusing on food 
animal medicine. She eventually wants 
to move back to western North Carolina 
and serve her community as a food 
animal practitioner.

“Experiences from my family’s farm, 
involvement in 4-H and the NJHA, 
along with my passion for agriculture 
and science have brought me to this 
career path,” she says. “From the 
beginning of my undergraduate degree 
in animal science to my current status as 
a veterinary student, I have felt like this 
career path was the perfect choice for me 
as the course materials light up every part 
of my brain and leave me excited about 
the future.”

In 2019, the National Hereford 
Women (NHW) lost two beloved board 
members, Sandra Adams Ostgaard 
of Ohio and Callea Mae Breiner of 
Kansas. Both were deeply devoted to 
the Hereford breed, their families and 
their communities. Adams Ostgaard, a 
teacher and advisor, passed her passion 
for Herefords on to future generations. 
Breiner, a nurse and community leader, 
balanced service on the NHW board 
with dedication to her family and 
education, leaving a lasting legacy within 
the breed.

Not pictured: Ostgaard-Breiner Memorial 
Scholarship winner, Regan Mitchem, Vale, N.C.

Blin Family Scholarship goes to Lamb
Jordan Lamb, Wilson, Wis., was awarded 
the $2,500 Blin Family Scholarship.

Lamb is a sophomore at K-State 
pursuing a dual major in agricultural 
and natural resources communications 
and animal sciences and industry. 
After earning her degree, she aspires 
to work for a breed association or 
livestock organization.

“My goal is to combine my love 
for agriculture with my passion for 

storytelling by 
writing articles, 
producing content and 
sharing stories that 
connect producers, 
industry leaders and 
consumers,” Lamb 
says. “I see myself 
working full time 
as an agricultural 
communicator, 
highlighting the work 
of cattle producers and 
the value of agriculture. 
Whether it’s covering 
youth programs, 
showcasing innovative 
management practices 
or emphasizing 
the role of cattle in 
sustainability, I want 
to help bridge the gap 
between agriculture 
and the public.”

The Blin Family 
Scholarship, 
sponsored by HYFA, 
commemorates the 
first Lot 1 Foundation 
Female ever sold at the 
Mile High Night Sale 
in Denver, Colo. Star 
Lake Cattle Co. and the Blin family of 
Iowa consigned the female, which sold 
for $100,000. Their consignment started 
a scholarship fund that has grown to 
nearly $1 million.

Gary Bishop Memorial Scholarship 
awarded to Shaw
Lydia Shaw, Caldwell, Idaho, was 
awarded the $2,500 Gary Bishop 
Memorial Scholarship.

Caldwell is a junior at the University 
of Idaho, double majoring in agricultural 
science, communications and leadership, 
and business marketing. She has plans 
to pursue a master’s degree with future 
career goals in the agricultural marketing 
and advocacy sectors.

“I have always pictured myself 
working in the agriculture industry, 
educating others about agricultural 
products and how they feed the nation,” 
Shaw says. “My work ethic and focus 
will allow me to reach my goals, and my 

involvement has given me the experience 
needed to achieve my future aspirations.”

The Gary Bishop Memorial 
Scholarship is bestowed by HYFA in 
memory of Gary Bishop. Bishop, an 
Oklahoma native, first began working 
for the AHA in 1973. He served as the 
assistant director of Total Performance 
Records, director of feedlot and carcass 
programs and director of field services. 
Bishop was also named the director 
of youth activities during his time 
with the Association. He held this role 
in high esteem throughout his life. 
Bishop dedicated much of his energy 
to the betterment of Hereford youth 
organizations. His namesake scholarship 
is awarded to a deserving NJHA member 
to continue their college education.

Not pictured: Gary Bishop Memorial Scholarship 
winner, Lydia Shaw, Caldwell, Idaho.

HYFA Scholarship awarded to Rhode
Gavin Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo., was 
awarded the $2,500 HYFA Scholarship.

Pictured (l to r): George Sprague, HYFA vice president; HYFA 
Scholarship winner, Gavin Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo.; and Jill Bielema, 
HYFA board member.

...$165,500 In Scholarships Awarded continued from page 81

Pictured (l to r): Ray Ramsey, HYFA president; Blin Family Scholarship 
winner, Jordan Lamb, Wilson, Wis.; and Bruce Everhart, HYFA board 
member.
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Rhode is a sophomore at the 
University of Missouri, studying 
agricultural management with a 
minor in animal science. He hopes 
to pursue a career working directly 
with producers, assisting in operation 
improvements and integrating 
advancements in science, technology 
and genetics.

No matter where 
his career leads, Rhode 
aspires to be involved 
in his community. 
“I plan to continue 
my involvement with 
local and state beef 
industry organizations 
and to support youth 
through 4-H, FFA or 
other groups as well as 
to serve in leadership 
roles to strengthen my 
community,” he says.

The HYFA 
Scholarship is designed 
to provide recognition 
for outstanding 
members of the NJHA. 
The scholarship 
encourages individual 
and cooperative 
effort, enthusiasm, 
excellence, leadership, 
academic success and 
achievement.

Denton honored 
with scholarship in 
memory of Johnny 
Winston
Dustin Denton, Blue 
Springs, Kan., was 
awarded a $2,500 
HYFA Scholarship 
in memory of Johnny 
Winston.

Denton is a 
freshman at K-State 
studying animal 
sciences and industry 
with a pre-veterinary 
focus, with career 
goals of becoming 
a large animal 
veterinarian. He was 
accepted into the 
K-State Veterinary 

Scholars Early Admission Program, 
meaning if he meets the program 
requirements he will be automatically 
accepted in the K-State School of 
Veterinary Medicine.

“My journey does not end in 
college,” Denton says. “Following 
graduation, I hope to find a veterinary 

position close to home so that I can 
continue building my Hereford herd 
while I practice veterinary medicine.”

This scholarship honors the legacy 
left by Johnny Winston. In 1964, he 
joined the staff of the American Hereford 
Journal and later took the role of director 
of field services for the Polled Hereford 
World. Winston retired in 1990 as the 
senior vice president of the American 
Polled Hereford Association. Throughout 
his career, he had a passion for young 
people in the Hereford industry and 
loved nothing more than seeing junior 
members and young field staff succeed 
in their careers. Winston passed away 
in August of 2022, and his family 
is working with HYFA to provide a 
scholarship in his name. 

Bob and Lucy Kube Scholarship 
honors previous board member
Jordan Mitchem, Vale, N.C., was 
awarded the $2,500 Bob and Lucy 
Kube Scholarship.

Mitchem is a freshman at North 
Carolina State University, double-
majoring in animal science and 
biochemistry. She has a passion 
for science and its connection to 
agriculture. Mitchem plans to pursue 
either a veterinary degree, graduate 
research or agricultural policy 
upon graduation.

“I plan to advance agriculture 
through science. I am pursuing 
degrees in animal science and 
biochemistry to prepare for a career 
in veterinary medicine or research,” 
she says. “Through leadership, 
mentoring and scientific innovation, 
I aim to inspire and equip the next 
generation to overcome challenges 
and carry agriculture into a strong, 
sustainable future.”

The Bob and Lucy Kube Scholarship, 
sponsored by HYFA, is awarded in 
honor of Bob Kube’s many years of 
service on the HYFA board of directors. 
This scholarship, representing the 
Virginia native’s passion for youth and 
his commitment to future generations, 
honors a young student who shows 
leadership outside of Hereford circles and 
in their community.

Pictured (l to r): Bill King, HYFA board member; Bob and Lucy Kube 
Scholarship winner, Jordan Mitchem, Vale, N.C.; and Kathy Buchholz, 
HYFA board member.

Pictured (l to r): Ray Ramsey, HYFA president; Larson Polled Herefords 
Scholarship winner, Lauren Wingler, Christiana, Tenn.; and George 
Sprague, HYFA vice president. 

continued on page 84...

Pictured (l to r): Bill King, HYFA board member; HYFA Scholarship in 
memory of Johnny Winston winner, Dustin Denton, Blue Rapids, Kan.; 
and Kathy Buchholz, HYFA board member.
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Scholarship from Larson Polled 
Herefords awarded to Wingler
Lauren Wingler, Christiana, Tenn., 
was awarded the $2,500 Larson Polled 
Herefords Scholarship.

A freshman at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin, Wingler is pursuing 
a degree in agricultural business with 
aspirations of becoming an agricultural 
lawyer. She sees this path as the perfect 
way to merge her passion for the cattle 
industry with legal expertise, enabling 
her to advocate for and serve producers.

“Growing up on a fourth-generation 
Hereford operation, I have seen firsthand 
the challenges farmers face, from land 
and water management to navigating 
complex regulations,” Wingler says. 
“These experiences inspired me to pursue 
a career where I can protect the interests 
of producers and strengthen the industry 
for future generations.”

The Larson Polled Herefords 
Scholarship, sponsored by HYFA, is 
awarded annually in honor of Carolyn 
Larson and her late husband, Ken, of 
Texas. The Larson family are longtime 
Hereford youth supporters who purchased 
the first Lot 1 Foundation Female sold at 
the Mile High Night Sale in Denver, Colo. 
This purchase initiated a fundraising 
effort, which has grown into a $1 million 
fund to support youth and education.

Merry Family/MGM Memorial 
Scholarship Presented to Koontz
Addison Koontz, Thomas, Okla., was 
awarded the $2,500 Merry Family/
MGM Memorial Scholarship.

Koontz, a junior at West Texas A&M 
University, is pursuing an animal science 
pre-veterinary degree with the goal of 
becoming a large animal veterinarian. 
Following her undergraduate studies, 
she intends to continue her education 
at Texas Tech University’s School of 
Veterinary Medicine.

“After earning my DVM, I plan to 
return to western Oklahoma, ideally near 
Thomas, and begin practicing veterinary 
medicine, focusing on livestock and large 
animal care,” Koontz says. “Eventually, 
I would like to open my own veterinary 
practice alongside other veterinarians 

so I can concentrate primarily on large 
animal services and better serve the 
agricultural community that raised me.”

The Merry Family/MGM Memorial 
Scholarship is sponsored by HYFA in 
honor of Gordon and Marian Merry 
of Wisconsin. Dedicated to students 
pursuing a degree in veterinary medicine, 
the scholarship reflects MGM Polled 
Herefords’ belief that the future of 
agriculture depends on the commitment 
of hardworking youth. The Merry family 
established this award to recognize the 
dedication required to raise and exhibit 
livestock and to support juniors with a 
passion for Hereford cattle.

Randy and Kelly Owen 
present Tennessee River Music 
Inc. Scholarship
Weston Wolf, Alexandria, Ky., was 
awarded the $2,500 Tennessee 
River Music Inc., Randy and Kelly 
Owen Scholarship.

Wolf is a senior at the University 
of Kentucky, studying agricultural 
economics. He plans 
to pursue a career 
assisting farmers in 
financial management 
and production, 
following his internship 
with Ag Credit and the 
Kentucky Farm Bureau.

When he was 
13 years old, Wolf 
learned about the 
agricultural economy 
with his family.

“I took out a 
$5,000 loan through 
our FSA office and 
raised soybeans 
alongside my two 
siblings,” he recalls. “It 
turned out to be a year 
of tremendous rain and 
with soil compaction 
of our rented land, 
we did not get a 
very high yield. Even 
though our hard work 
did not pay off, this 
experience has brought 
me to my degree of 
choice — agricultural 

economics. I can foresee myself 
working alongside livestock farmers 
and commodity producers to assist 
in financial management, marketing 
and production.”

The Tennessee River Music Inc., 
Randy and Kelly Owen Scholarship is in 
recognition of Music on the Mountain, a 
historic event hosted by the Owens that 
grew momentum for HYFA’s success 
and growth.

Weaber awarded Whitehead 
Ranches Scholarship
Maddie Weaber, Wamego, Kan., 
was awarded the $2,500 Whitehead 
Ranches Scholarship.

A sophomore at Oklahoma State 
University (OSU), Weaber studies animal 
science and aims to earn a master’s in 
beef production and genetics. She hopes 
to work as a beef geneticist, helping 
producers improve herd efficiency, 
sustainability and profitability.

“I want to be a part of bridging the 
gap between research and producers, 

Pictured (l to r): Steve Merry, MGM; and Merry Family/MGM Memorial 
Scholarship winner, Addison Koontz, Thomas, Okla.

Pictured (l to r): Harper Starnes and Kelly Owen, Fort Payne, Ala.; 
Tennessee River Music Inc. Scholarship winner, Weston Wolf, 
Alexandria, Ky.; and Randy Owen, Fort Payne, Ala. 

...$165,500 In Scholarships Awarded continued from page 83
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whether that be leading programs to 
make the concepts more practical or 
research efforts to strengthen genetic 
technology use within the industry,” 
Weaber says. “My goal is that in 5-10 
years, my work reflects both my passion 
for cattle and serving producers, ensuring 
the industry continues thriving.”

The Whitehead Ranches Scholarship 
is sponsored by HYFA. The scholarship 
honors Loyd Whitehead of Texas — an 
instrumental part of HYFA in its early 
years, serving on the board of directors 
and as financial chairman.

Belcher gets National Hereford 
Queen Scholarship
Nataleigh Belcher, Twin City, Ga., 
was awarded the $10,000 National 
Hereford Queen Scholarship.

Belcher, the 2025 National Hereford 
Queen, is a freshman at the Abraham 
Baldwin Agriculture College, pursuing 
a degree in agricultural education and 
minoring in animal science. Throughout 
her reign, she served the NJHA and 

AHA membership as a spokesperson and 
role model for the Hereford breed.

The National Hereford Queen 
represents the breed at national 
shows, sales and events, serving as 
a longstanding symbol of Hereford 
tradition. At the recent VitaFerm® 
Junior National Hereford Expo, Belcher 
launched her service project, “Courage 
Kits.” Inspired by her mother’s battle 
with cancer, Belcher coordinated 
volunteers, state queens and exhibitor 
donations to assemble more than 200 
care bags, designed to support and uplift 
cancer patients across the country.

Belcher completed her reign during the 
National Hereford Show at the American 
Royal in Kansas City, Mo., Oct. 26. 
The National Queen Scholarship is the 
result of a partnership between NHW 
and HYFA created to elevate the queen 
program and assist the queen with her 
education and tuition costs.

Ten youth honored with Vanier 
Family Scholarships

Ten NJHA members 
each received a 
$10,000 Vanier 
Family Scholarship, 
totaling $100,000 of 
financial support.

“This year marks a 
truly special milestone 
for HYFA’s scholarship 
program,” says Amy 
Cowan, AHA director 
of youth activities 
and foundation. 
“Throughout the past 
decade, thanks to 
the generosity of the 
Vanier family, we’ve 
awarded $1 million 
in scholarships to 100 
young people who 
represent the bright 
future of the Hereford 
community. It’s truly an 
honor to continue Jack 
and Donna Vanier’s 
legacy. Their deep belief 
in education, youth and 
the Hereford family 
continues to inspire 
us all.”

The Vanier family believes the work 
ethic young people learn growing up in 
the Hereford breed sets them apart in 
today’s workforce.

The 2025 Vanier Scholarship 
recipients are:

Sam Birdsall, Torrington, Wyo., 
is a junior at K-State pursuing a dual 
degree in agricultural economics and 
accounting. Following his undergraduate 
degree, he plans to pursue a master’s 
degree in economics, specializing in 
finance and land management.

“I want younger people to be able 
to come to me for guidance, whether 
that means offering advice, sharing 
lessons I’ve learned or connecting them 
with someone else who can help,” says 
Birdsall, NJHA vice chairman. “I also 
spend time studying the economic and 
business challenges facing agriculture, 
so that I can be a resource for the 
next generation as they navigate 
similar issues.”

Matt Bruns, North Platte, Neb., is a 
senior at K-State, where he is majoring 
in animal sciences and industry, with the 
goal to become a livestock auctioneer. He 
spent time interning for Boviteq, where 
he gained firsthand knowledge and an 
understanding of the struggles producers 
go through to produce elite genetics.

“Combining my passion in marketing 
and interest in beef cattle reproductive 
technologies, I am confident I can 
become a trusted resource to increase 
profitability for ranchers,” Bruns says.

Jalyn Davis, Maple Hill, Kan., is a 
junior at K-State, pursuing a degree in 
animal sciences and industry with a focus 
on communications and marketing.

“I have always admired the 
professionals who serve the NJHA: 
their passion for the breed, dedication 
to junior members and commitment to 
providing leadership opportunities inspire 
me,” Davis says. “In five to 10 years, I 
see myself following their example by 
building a career that not only promotes 
the cattle industry but also fosters the 
next generation of leaders in agriculture.”

Mason Glascock, Fraziers Bottom, 
W.Va., is a senior at the University of 
Kentucky, majoring in agricultural 
ecosystem sciences. His career goals 

Pictured (l to r): Loyd Whitehead, Rocking Chair Ranch; and Whitehead 
Ranches Scholarship winner, Maddie Weaber, Wamego, Kan.

Pictured (l to r): Beth Mansfield, NHW president; National Hereford 
Queen Scholarship winner, Nataleigh Belcher, Twin City, Ga.; and 
Bellana Putz, NHW president-elect. continued on page 86...
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focus on assisting farmers and ranchers 
with things such as crop analysis, 
soil management, soil mapping and 
livestock monitoring. He also hopes to 
receive his remote pilot certification and 
pesticide license.

“Over time, I also want to teach 
farmers how to use these tools 
themselves, providing training and one-
on-one support to help strengthen their 
operations and ensure they can thrive 
in a changing agricultural industry,” 
Glascock says.

Clayton Hayes of Ada, Okla., is a 
junior studying agricultural business 
at OSU. Future career goals include 
entrepreneurship, owning his own 
company that offers land surveying, real 
estate and appraisal services focused on 
serving farmers and ranchers.

“My goal is to support farmers, 
ranchers and rural landowners by 
providing accurate surveys, fair 
property valuations and trusted real 
estate guidance,” he says. “I want to 
be a reliable resource for agricultural 
communities, helping them make 
informed decisions about their land.”

Kaylee Lunsford, Fort Scott, Kan., 
is an animal science major in her last 
year at OSU. She has broad future 

goals that include agricultural law 
and business.

“My ambition is to use this 
foundation to address the critical 
challenges of global food security by 
bridging the gap between producers 
and the consumers who depend on 
them,” she says. “I want to be part of 
the conversations that will later shape 
agricultural policy and trade, ensuring 
that the producer’s voice is represented 
in decisions that impact the future of 
our industry.”

Hannah Oleson, Arkdale, Wis., is 
a sophomore at South Dakota State 
University, studying animal science 
and construction technology. She has 
future dreams of pursuing a master’s 
degree while also continuing to develop 
and build her purebred Hereford herd. 
Oleson’s hard working mindset doesn’t 
waver toward her future.

“I’ve learned that success isn’t 
bought,” she says. “It’s earned in 
the quiet hours before dawn, in the 
commitment to your livestock and in the 
willingness to keep learning.”

T.R. Putz, Otley, Iowa., is a junior 
at Iowa State University, pursuing 
agricultural studies with a focus on 
animal science, agricultural business 
and supply chain management, while 
simultaneously pursuing a sales certificate.

“I am currently building my network 
to earn a sales role,” Putz says. “Sales 
is about knowing the value of your 
product, the unique differentials and 
listening to the buyer.”

Salem Sifford, Goldvein, Va., is a 
senior at Virginia Polytechnic State 
University, studying dairy science 
and serving as the state assistant 
livestock judging coach. The NJHA 
chairman aspires to work in higher 
education; she plans to pursue her 
master’s degree after completing her 
undergraduate education.

“I see myself serving as a 
livestock judging coach and associate 
professor at a four-year university,” 
Sifford says. “I hope to continue 
judging myself, while growing my 
Hereford operation.”

Harlee Watson, Flemingsburg, Ky., 
is a sophomore at Butler Community 
College, studying agribusiness. Entering 
her final year serving on the NJHA 
board of directors, she hopes to give 
back to the agricultural community 
and youth leadership programs, while 
pursuing her own unique career of 
owning a funeral home.

“My ultimate career goal would 
be to obtain my own funeral home 
while operating my family’s cow-calf 
operation,” she says.  

Back row (l to r): HYFA board members, Jill Bielema, Ray Ramsey and Bruce Everhart; Vanier Scholarship winners, Matt Bruns, North Platte, Neb.; Clayton 
Hayes, Ada, Okla.; Mason Glascock, Fraziers Bottom, W.Va.; T.R. Putz, Otley, Iowa; and Sam Birdsall, Torrington, Wyo.; and HYFA board members, Kathy 
Buchholz, George Sprague and Bill King. Front row (l to r): Vanier Scholarship winners, Salem Sifford, Goldvein, Va.; Jalyn Davis, Maple Hill, Kan.; Hannah 
Oleson, Arkdale, Wis.; Harlee Watson, Flemingsburg, Ky.; and Kaylee Lunsford, Fort Scott, Kan.
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