RETIRING NATIONAL HEREFORD QUEEN

A ROYAL FAREWELL

an accessory — a piece of metal

and jewels that shines under bright
lights. But this year, I learned that a
crown can hold 1,000 stories.

Mine carries the dust of showrings,
the laughter of juniors, the long
miles traveled and the quiet moments
when I stood at a backdrop and just
breathed it all in. It carries the sound
of little boots running toward me
with ribbons in hand and the gentle
reminder that no matter where life
takes me, the Hereford barn will
always feel like home.

When I was crowned the 2025
National Hereford Queen, I thought
I understood what that title meant
— representing the breed, attending
events and being someone the younger
girls could look up to. But this year
became something I never could’ve
planned. It became a year of growing
up, finding my voice and realizing
that leadership doesn’t come from
standing in front; it comes from
kneeling down beside someone and
saying, “You belong here.”

There were moments of absolute joy,
such as standing in the ring surrounded
by kids who reminded me of myself, or
traveling to places I never thought I'd go,
where strangers became family. And there
were quiet moments too, like hotel rooms
after long days, truck rides at sunrise and
those still seconds when I'd look at my
sash and think, “Wow. This is real.”

I’ve heard people say a crown is just

The people I met along the way
have changed me. To the juniors,
you are the heartbeat of this breed.
You’re the reason I showed up with
a full heart every single time. Your
smiles, your stories and your love for
your cattle made every early morning
worth it. To the National Hereford
Women, thank you for trusting me to
represent you and for reminding me
that kindness is the most powerful
thing we can wear.

And to my family, you’re the roots
beneath it all. My mom showed me
what strength really looks like. Bubba
always believed in my biggest dreams.
My sister reminded me to laugh; and
my grandparents cheered for me like
I was in the big leagues. You gave me
the foundation to grow, and this year
was proof that love builds legacies.

To everyone who believed in me,
you turned my dream into a journey,
my journey into
a purpose and
my purpose into
something I’ll
carry forever.

This crown
may be coming
off, but its
weight — the
lessons, the
gratitude and the
faith it’s given
me — will stay
with me forever.

When I look back on this year,
I won’t remember the long drives
or early mornings. I'll remember
the sparkle in a little girl’s eyes
when she told me her heifer’s name.
I’ll remember the warmth of this
Hereford family and the pride I felt
every time I stood beside that red and
white hide.

This year wasn’t just my reign. It
was a chapter in a story that began
generations before me, and it’s one I’ll
spend the rest of my life continuing
to tell. HW

With all the love in my heart,

S

Nataleigh Belcher
2025 National Hereford Queen
Signing Off

¢¢To everyone who believed in
me, you turned my dream into a
journey, my journey into a purpose
and my purpose into something I’ll
carry forever.

— Nataleigh Belcher,
2025 National Hereford Queen

Retiring National Hereford Queen Nataleigh Belcher leads in a class of
heifers during the American Royal Hereford show alongside newly crowned
National Hereford Queen Lauren Wingler.
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