WLCOMING THE WORLD

g I Yhe American Hereford
Association (AHA) welcomed
more than 400 Hereford

enthusiasts from 20 countries to its

headquarters in Kansas City, Mo., Oct.

22, during the Welcome Beef Festival,

which kicked off the 19th World

Hereford Conference.

Guests sampled everything from
Certified Hereford Beef® to branded
Hereford whiskey as they renewed
old friendships and made new ones.
Attendees enjoyed viewing more than
140 pieces of artwork and breed
history on display in the AHA office.
This included original paintings,
photos, bound issues of Hereford
publications and a museum dedicated
to the breed.

From portraits of breed-changing
sires to bronze sculptures created
by French artists, the AHA art

collection celebrates the global
influence of the Hereford breed. Yet,
the museum proudly pays homage to
the American Hereford, from its roots
in the American West to the breed’s
relentless commitment to improve
efficiency in the beef industry, which
hailed it into the modern age as a
sustainability leader. Each unique
piece tells the story of Hereford
cattle in America, their contribution
to the U.S. beef industry and the
countless cattlemen and women who
have believed in and improved the
breed over the decades. Visitors could
walk among the hallowed halls and
better understand the breed’s journey
from Herefordshire, England, to
an essential part of the American
cow herd.

Of course, the breed and Kansas
City also share a long, intertwined
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history. In fact, the bald-faced
breed played an important role in
the development of some of Kansas
City’s most treasured events and
notable landmarks.

In 1870, railroad executives fenced
off five acres along the Kansas River’s
West Bottoms to build the Kansas
City Stockyards — once home to
the second largest meat packing
industry in the country, just behind
Chicago. The Stockyards served as
the perfect place for the National
Hereford Show to literally pitch its
tent in 1899. Credited as being the
first national purebred livestock show,
it was estimated that 55,000 people
attended that inaugural event, which
soon outgrew its humble beginnings.
Today, you can still attend a National
Hereford Show, which takes place
on the West Bottoms ground that
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once held the Stockyards — the
American Royal.

Shortly before the inaugural
National Hereford Show, the breed’s
second secretary, Charles Gudgell, kept
the records for the American Hereford
Cattle Breeders Association (later
named the AHA) in the office of his
Independence, Mo., home, according to
KChistory.org. After the breed outgrew
his home office, the Association became
the first breed registry to establish a
permanent headquarters when they
set up shop in 300 West 11th Street,
Kansas City, Mo., in 1920. This
served as the Association office until
1953, when U.S. President Dwight
D. Eisenhower dedicated the second
Hereford headquarters at 715 Hereford
Drive, Kansas City, Mo.

The Hereford Drive location
was home to a beloved Kansas City
landmark, BOB — or “Bull on a
Building.” The 5,500-pound likeness
to a Hereford sire stood over 11
feet tall, 19 feet long and four feet
wide from the tip of one horn to
another. Originally, BOB was perched
on a 90-foot pylon outside of the
Association’s second headquarters.
Sometime after the AHA downsized
its headquarters to 1501 Wyandotte
Street, Kansas City, Mo., in 1986, the
iconic bull was placed into storage.
BOB was retrieved a few short
years later after several journalists,
concerned citizens and Hereford
enthusiasts bemoaned his absence.
In 2002, the AHA, MC Real Estate
Services and KC Parks and Recreation

Hereford producers from around the globe gather in front of the Association’s Brand Wall,
which features historic American herds that helped shape the breed.

agreed to move the bull to Mulkey
Square in West Terrace Park, perched
on a new pylon overlooking I-35,
according to KCparks.org.

The AHA headquarters was on
Wyandotte Street from 1986 until
2018, when it moved once again
following the sale of the Wyandotte
Street location to make way for the
Loews Kansas City Hotel.

Today, the AHA is housed in a
building with historic significance of
its own. It was constructed in 1971
for Trans World Airlines. The stark
Miesian Modernism design — from its
terrazzo floors and crisscross escalators
to its dramatic atrium lit by large
skylights — served as an apt venue for
this historic Hereford event. HW

Attendees were treated to the Association’s more
than 140 pieces of artwork and historic pieces as part
of the Association’s original art collection and breed
history museum.

The AHA welcomed 435 World Hereford Conference
attendees from 20 countries to its headquarters for the
Welcome Beef Festival.

The Welcome Beef Festival offered time to eat, drink and mingle with Hereford breeders
from around the globe, who enjoyed drinks and spirits crafted in Kansas City alongside
wine and whiskey created to pay homage to the bald-faced breed.
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