
NHW Woman of the Year

SERVICE AND STORYTELLING
Becky Simpson named Woman of the Year by the National Hereford Women. 

Becky Simpson, Redfield, Iowa, 
was humbled and shocked 
to be recognized as the 2025 

Hereford Woman of the Year by the 
National Hereford Women (NHW). 
She found herself in Kansas City, Mo., 
for the American Hereford Association 
Annual Meeting as part of a ruse. Her 
husband, Mike, told her he needed to 
serve as last-minute replacement for 
a delegate that couldn’t attend. Then 
he slyly squirreled away the meeting’s 
program, so Becky wouldn’t see her 
name listed among the award winners. 
The latter was likely no small task, 
as Becky is a lifelong fan of all things 
print media and cattle. 

“It was a total surprise,” she says. 
Although, she admits that she was 
tipped off when a well-meaning friend 
congratulated her on the way to her 
seat. Still, she was caught off guard. 
“It’s something I’ve never dreamed of; 
I’m still in shock.”

Becky has been a Hereford woman 
all of her life. She was born into the 
breed and showed her first Hereford 
heifer in Illinois in 1959. Her family 
raised Hereford cattle on their central 
Illinois farm, and as a charter member 
of the state’s junior association, Becky 
showed Hereford cattle at the state and 
national level. 

With her love for agriculture firmly 
cemented, she attended the University 
of Illinois to pursue her degree in 
journalism. Becky joined the American 
Polled Hereford Association in 1973 
as an editorial assistant for the Polled 

Hereford World 
— her dream job. 

There, she 
met her husband, 
Mike, the then-
director of youth 
activities, and 
the couple stayed 
in the Kansas 
City area until 
they moved to 
Redfield, with 
their first-born 
son, Travis, in 
1979, when 
Mike took a 
position with the 
National Pork Producers Council. 

Becky chose to be a stay-at-home 
mom, with a side of herdsman for the 
family’s polled Hereford herd and a 
career as a freelance writer. Three years 
later, the couple welcomed their second 
son, Kevin.

Travis and Kevin soon became 
involved in the junior Hereford circles, 
and Becky could be found leading 
their local 4-H club, volunteering to 
help with community service projects 
and serving the county’s Extension. 
Most importantly, for the Hereford 
community, the Simpson brothers’ 
junior show career spurred Becky’s 
involvement with the Iowa Polled 
Hereford and the Iowa Hereford 
Breeders Associations (IHBA). 

For nearly three decades, Becky 
served Iowa Hereford breeders in 
various capacities. She was elected 
for two terms as the IHBA board 
secretary — often as the only woman 
in leadership, co-managed the state sale 
for five years, joined the Iowa  
Poll-ettes, edited the state newsletter 
and directory for decades and served as 
the first IHBA administrative secretary 
from 2007 until her retirement last 
year. During this time, Becky worked 
alongside 10 IHBA presidents and 
50 board members, helping steer the 
organization through innovation. She 

also published 118 issues of the IHBA 
newsletter, which started as a humble 
black-and-white publication that she 
produced and hand-folded at her 
kitchen table. 

Throughout her decades of service, 
Becky has been a cornerstone of IHBA. 
Her attention to detail, passion for 
the breed and commitment to service 
pushed Iowa’s Herefords forward. Becky 
is happiest when she is surrounded by 
fellow Hereford breeders. As her father, 
a lifelong Hereford enthusiast, would 
say, “You meet the best people through 
cattle.” When Becky reflects on her time 
in the breed, she is grateful to the people 
she met along the way. 

“I’m grateful for the opportunity to 
serve this incredible community,” Becky 
says. “Thank you all for your patience 
with a detail-oriented, rules-following 
perfectionist over the years.”

Although she and Mike dispersed 
their Hereford herd last December, they 
hope to stay involved in the IHBA in an 
unofficial capacity. As Becky’s phone 
case explains: she’s just a girl that loves 
cows, after all. 

Her legacy leaves an indelible 
mark on the IHBA and the broader 
Hereford community — one built on 
service, storytelling and a deep love 
for the breed. 

Becky Simpson was named the 2025 Hereford Woman of the Year.  
Pictured (l to r) are: NHW president, Bellana Putz; Becky Simpson, Redfield, 
Iowa; and NHW ex-officio, Beth Mansfield.

Becky Simpson (right) has spent a lifetime in the 
Hereford breed. 
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