
HEREFORDS IN BIG SKY COUNTRY
Hereford breeders attending 

the Herefords in Big Sky 
Country pre-tour launched 

their World Hereford Conference with 
visits to leading seedstock operations 
across Montana, while also enjoying the 
state’s breathtaking wide-open spaces 
and skies. Home to plenty of Hereford 
history, Montana is regarded as the 

fountainhead of Line 1 Hereford cattle 
and as a continuing source of cutting-
edge genetics. Participants toured NJW 
Polled Herefords, the Ward family’s 
commercially-oriented Hereford herd; L 
Bar W Cattle Co., a newer, data-driven 
operation; Feddes Herefords and their 
70 years of experience; Churchill Cattle 
Co., which recently hosted the record-

shattering, $10.4 million World Class 
Dispersal Sale; the fourth-generation 
Storey Hereford Ranch with special 
guests Ehlke Herefords; and Cooper 
Hereford Ranch and Holden Herefords, 
modern day homes to the historic Line 
1 bloodlines. Montana offered both 
mountain views and breed changers.  

Tour attendees visit NJW Polled Herefords, Decker, Mont. 

Dan Feddes (left) visits with a conference visitor from Argentina.

At Storey Hereford Ranch, Bozeman, Mont., vistors viewed herd bulls on 
display, like C SHR 2111 Tohono 4130.

Mark Cooper, Cooper Herefords, visits with international attendees 
Deann and Peter Sykes, Mawarra Genetics, Australia. 
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Participants view cattle on display at Cooper Herefords, Willow Creek, Mont. 

Attendees enjoy pitchfork fondue to end the night at L Bar W Cattle Co. 

A wagon ride to end the day at L Bar W Cattle 
Co., Absarokee, Mont. 

Dale Venhuizen, Churchill Cattle Co., 
greets attendees.

TransOva Genetics demonstrates an oocyte 
aspiration at Churchill Cattle Co., Manhattan, Mont.

Denise Loyning, L Bar W Cattle Co., visits with tour attendee Bruce 
Everhart, Waldron, Ind. 

Jan Ward, NJW Polled Herefords, shares about 
their operation with the group. 

Hereford cattle at the NILE, Billings, Mont., 
during the Big Sky tour.

Dave Holden, Holden Herefords, Valier, Mont., 
visits with attendees.
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