
It is an honor to recognize 
someone whose name is truly 
synonymous with dedication and 
heart in the Hereford community. 
This year’s National Hereford 
Woman of the Year is Becky 
Simpson, Redfield, Iowa. 

For nearly three decades, Becky 
has shaped and strengthened 
the Iowa Hereford Breeders 
Association (IHBA). What began 
in 1997 as a black and white, 
hand-folded newsletter at her 
kitchen table became 118 issues 
that connected and inspired 
breeders across the state. 

“My journey with Iowa 
Herefords began in the 1980s, but 
I have been around them all my 
life,” Becky says. “My family raised 
registered Herefords, and I showed 
my first heifers in 4-H in 1959.” 

She and her husband, Mike, 
became even more involved 
through their sons’ participation 
in the junior Hereford association. 
That passion grew into decades 

of service — from two terms on 
the IHBA board, often as the only 
woman at the table, to 17 years 
as the organization’s first paid 
administrative secretary. Becky 
worked alongside 10 presidents 
and more than 50 board members, 
guiding the IHBA with her 
trademark attention to detail, 
strong sense of integrity and deep 
respect for the people behind the 
cattle. She’s always said one of the 
greatest joys of her role was meeting 
members face-to-face and building 
lasting friendships — living out her 
father’s belief that you meet the best 
people through cattle. 

A graduate of the University of 
Illinois and a member of the Iowa 

Hereford Hall of Fame, Becky 
has been a steady, thoughtful and 
inspiring presence for all who 
know her. Even in retirement, she 
and Mike continue to support the 
IHBA family in countless ways. 

Becky, your legacy is one of 
service, storytelling and steadfast 
love for the Hereford breed. On 
behalf of the National Hereford 
Women, congratulations on 
being named the 2025 National 
Hereford Woman of the Year. 
Please join us in congratulating 
Becky Simpson.  

To join and to learn more about the 
NHW, visit HerefordWomen.com or email 
nationalherefordwomen@gmail.com.
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National Hereford Women officers, Bellana Putz and Beth Mansfield, recognize the 2025 
National Hereford Woman of the Year, Becky Simpson (center).

Becky, your legacy is one of service, storytelling 
and steadfast love for the Hereford breed. 
On behalf of the National Hereford Women, 
congratulations on being named the 2025 
National Hereford Woman of the Year.
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