2026 Cattlemen’s Congress

The American Hereford Association is excited to welcome you to Oklahoma City, Okla., for

the National Hereford Show at Cattlemen’s Congress and the National Hereford Sale, Jan.

7-10. Hereford Night in OKC will take place Jan. 9 at 6 p.m. in the Barn 3 Sale Arena.
National Hereford Junior Female Show — Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2026, at 8 a.m.

Show judge — Chris Effling, Highmore, S.D.
Show order: all horned followed by all polled
e 3 p.m. — Hereford Pen Show Happy Hour

National Hereford Pen Show — Thursday, Jan. 8, 2026, at 11 a.m.
Show judges — Tommy Mead, Midville, Ga.; Bill Goehring, Libertyville, lowa; and

Jeff Ward, Laramie, Wyo.
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¢ 11 a.m. — Commercial Cattlemen’s Certified Hereford Beef® Luncheon

¢ 1 p.m. — Commercial Female Sale

National Hereford Bull Show — Friday, Jan. 9, 2026, at 8 a.m.
Show judges — Shane Werk, Manhattan, Kan., and Nate Frederickson,

Spearfish, S.D.
Show order: alternating horned, polled

Hereford Night in OKC National Hereford Sale — Friday, Jan. 9, 2026, at 6 p.m.

¢ 4 p.m. — Sale Cattle on Display

National Hereford Female Show — Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, at 8 a.m.
Show judges — Shane Werk, Manhattan, Kan., and Nate Frederickson, Spearfish, S.D.

Show order: alternating polled, horned

Hereford Herdsman of the Year

The 2026 Herdsman of the Year will be recognized at the
Cattlemen’s Congress in Oklahoma City, Okla., Jan. 10. The
winner will be announced before the champion Hereford
females are named.

A link to vote for the 2026 Herdsman will be emailed
to exhibitors at the email address submitted with their
Cattlemen’s Congress entries. There is one vote per email,
and votes must be submitted by 11:59 p.m., Jan. 9. Please
submit your selection early.

This year’s Hereford Herdsman nominating committee
consisted of: Bobby Singleton, chairman; Kyle Lemmon,
Lemmon Cattle Co.; Melissa Grimmel Schaake, Grimmel
Schaake Cattle Co.; and Kari Brumley, Brumley Farms.

Herdsman candidates

Breck Debnam

Innisfail Farm

Breck Debnam started his career as herdsman

at Innisfail Farm in Madison, Ga., in 2018.

Innisfail Farm runs 150 registered cows and

a dynamic embryo transfer (ET) program.

In 2021, with Breck’s help, Innisfail began a
female production sale in conjunction with Mead Cattle. They
also market 50 bulls annually through ‘The Source’ bull sale
and private treaty.

Breck attended Black Hawk East College and Western
Illinois University, where he was a member of the livestock
judging teams at both institutions.

Breck takes care of the day-to-day operations at Innisfail:
data collection, show and sale cattle management, chores and
rotational grazing, as well as Al and calving. Breck oversees the
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farm’s C-Lock system, adding individual feed conversion data to
the list of the many measures they record throughout the year.

Working alongside the Hunt family to make genetic
selections, Breck and Innisfail Farm pride themselves
on their disciplined program directed toward increasing
their commercial clientele’s profitability in the beef
industry. Although Innisfail does not raise many cattle for
exhibition, events such as Cattleman’s Congress and the
National Western Stock Show (N'WSS) have been essential
to the operation’s ability to reach and connect with
customers nationwide.

Breck loves working with Innisfail’s wide variety of
customers, from making donor cow purchases and matings
to helping northeast Georgia commercial cattlemen make
sound, profit-minded genetic selections.

Breck believes the Hereford breed will play a pivotal role
in the future of the cattle business, and he is humbled to be
nominated for Hereford Herdsman of the Year.

Diego Dow

Buck Cattle Co.

Diego Dow grew up on a hay farm and

small cow-calf operation in central New

Mexico, developing a passion for the cattle

industry that was fueled further through

involvement in the stock show industry.

He attended New Mexico State University and

remained involved in the show cattle industry, eventually
moving to Madill, Okla., to join the team at Buck Cattle
Co. Diego was drawn to the team’s dedication to providing
both junior exhibitors and Hereford breeders with elite
cattle and top tier customer service.
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In addition to working with customers, Diego handles
feeding, daily management and care of show cattle,
preparation and management of sale cattle, and clipping and
prepping for shows.

This year marked an incredible year for the program with
Stellpflug All That ET and NJW 119E 142 Proud 35L being
named reserve horned and polled bulls at the NWSS as well
as BK Ella Mamacita 464M ET and BK Lavish Points 3045L
ET winning both owned female titles at the VitaFerm® Junior
National Hereford Expo in Louisville. None of Buck Cattle
Co’s success would be possible without their crew both at home
and on the road.

“I am truly honored to be considered as a nominee for
Herdsman of the Year,” Diego says. “The past nominees, past
Herdsman of the Year winners, as well as this year’s nominees,
are some of the most talented, dedicated and hard-working
men and women in this industry. It is incredibly humbling to be
thought of in the same breath as those I admire and consider
friends, mentors and colleagues.”

Ethan Moore

Moore Caitle Co.

Ethan Moore, Madill, Okla., has been

active in the cattle industry for more than

" 20 years. He graduated from Oklahoma

State University (OSU) with an agricultural

business degree. Today, Ethan and his family
own Moore Cattle Co., a seedstock operation that produces
elite Hereford and Maine-Anjou seedstock. His goal has
always been to produce high-quality cattle that thrive in all
sectors of the industry. Ethan selects cattle that combine
performance, power and eye appeal with both the showring
extras and the maternal traits needed to produce long after
their show career for his family’s extensive ET and Al
program. Moore Cattle Co. often partners with Buck Cattle
Co. to present, market and place successful show stock.

Ethan and his wife, Sierra, both got their start in the
industry through their junior show careers, and they’re
excited to raise their children in the cattle industry. Many
of the cattle they raise will serve as junior projects, and
they focus heavily on young people. The Moores remain
actively involved with junior exhibitors that have purchased
cattle from their program to help provide many of the same
opportunities they enjoyed. Many of the cattle they’ve raised
have stood at the backdrop at national shows.

Outside of the seedstock industry, Ethan works with cattle
producers daily through his family’s OKBRAND Fencing
Products, an agricultural and industrial wire product brand
produced by Oklahoma Steel and Wire and Iowa Steel and Wire.

Ethan is very grateful and humbled to be considered for
this award among this field of great stockmen. This isn’t a one-
person-award. It takes a whole team to make this happen, and
he is fortunate to be surrounded by great people.

Garrett Post
Hawk Livestock

| Garrett Post, Shabbona, Ill., grew up showing
Hereford cattle. He graduated from Black
Hawk East College with his associate degree
before transferring to OSU and graduating in
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2018 with a degree in animal science. Garrett began working at
DelHawk Cattle Co. in 2010 and became a fulltime employee in
2018 after graduating from college. When DelHawk Cattle Co.
transitioned to Hawk Livestock in the summer of 2019, Garrett
continued his work with the operation.

Garrett currently assists with the day-to-day operations at
Hawk Livestock, and he works with the show and sale cattle.
Hawk Livestock raised the grand champion polled and horned
females at the 2022 JNHE, and most recently, the reserve
grand champion female in the open and junior shows at the
2025 American Royal. He also showed the grand champion
Hereford bull and supreme champion at the American Royal.

Hawk Livestock utilizes ET and IVF programs extensively.
Garrett enjoys watching and learning from the many talented
people in the Hereford breed. He loves working with current
and new Hawk Livestock customers of all ages.

Trent Ray

T/R Cattle Co.

Trent Ray, Glencoe, Okla., owns and operates

T/R Cattle Co. and R&R Animal Therapy

alongside his wife, Leslie, and their son, Kase.

Trent grew up in Berwick, Ill., raising and

showing livestock with his siblings. Trent
attributes much of his success to the knowledge and skills he
acquired from valuable industry mentors.

As a junior exhibitor, Trent was honored with many
national titles while having the opportunity to be part
of several impactful breed associations. In 2016, Trent
graduated from OSU, with a degree in animal sciences and a
minor in agricultural business. He was part of the Redlands
Community College and OSU livestock judging teams.

Since 2016, T/R Cattle Co. has produced many
national champions at shows across the country. Trent and
the crew were named polled premier breeder at the 2024
and 2025 Cattlemen’s Congress and raised the reserve
champion horned female at the 2024 JNHE.

Trent and Leslie work hard to raise elite purebred
cattle. They take pride in their cow herd and are focused
on making the best Al sires, show heifers, replacements
and donor-type females they possibly can. Together,
they are working diligently on improving their herd by
increasing the number of ET calves they have each year
and marketing embryos in several notable genetic sales.

Trent believes that hard work, dependability and
integrity drive the success of their operation. At T/R
Cattle they strive to help their customers succeed in
and out of the showring. The tradition of the Hereford
breed and its values drive T/R Cattle Co.’s day-to-day
management decisions.

From 2022-2024, T/R Cattle Co. provided the Lot 1
Foundation Female in the National Hereford Sale to help
support the JNHE and the Hereford Youth Foundation of
America. T/R Cattle is honored to be the annual title sponsor
for the JNHE horned female show. The Hereford breed means
the world to the Ray family, and working alongside the breed’s
staff and youth each year is particularly special.

Trent is extremely grateful and honored to be a nominee
for the Hereford Herdsman amongst many respected fellow
cattlemen in the Hereford breed. HW
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