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Momentum and Then Some

World Hereford Conference highlights breed innovation and opportunity.

Fittingly, Missouri Governor Mike Kehoe
proclaimed Oct. 20-26 as Hereford Week
in the state of Missouri. That’s when 850
breeders from 20 nations gathered for the
19th World Hereford Conference (WHC)
and related activities, hosted by the
American Hereford Association (AHA), in
conjunction with the Annual Membership
Meeting and Educational Forum.

As a portion of the Governor’s
proclamation reads, “Hereford
seedstock were imported to the
United States in 1817 to increase beef
production efficiency and continue to
serve this purpose through the efforts
of dedicated Hereford breeders utilizing
genetic improvement tools grounded in
cutting-edge research.”

Ratcheting up excitement

Hereford opportunity was easy to see and
feel throughout the event, from cutting-
edge research presented at the Educational
Forum and the deep set of bulls and
females exhibited at the National Hereford
Show, to celebrating individual and
collective breeder achievements. Country
reports shared by members of the World
Hereford Council suggest similar breed
excitement across the globe.

What’s more, the international
Young Breeders Competition, which
underscored Hereford’s dynamic
future, welcomed 11 teams from seven
countries — including two from the
U.S. These young people from around
the globe proudly displayed their cattle
acumen and Hereford passion.

Before and after the main event in
Kansas City, breeders from five states
highlighted U.S. Hereford genetics as
they hosted 248 WHC participants
from 16 countries during three separate
tours. Thanks, and congratulations to
everyone who hosted tours and those
who helped make them so memorable

You can read full coverage of the
historic WHC, beginning on Page 24 in
this issue of Hereford World.

Standing on history’s shoulders

For context, the first WHC was held
in Herefordshire, England, in 1951.
The next one in 2028 will also occur
in England.

This was the third time the U.S.
had hosted the event. The first time
was in 1960, also in Kansas City.
The second time was in 1996 in
Fort Collins, Colo. In fact, some of
this year’s participants also attended
the 1996 conference. Tom Field, the
Paul Engler Chair of Agribusiness
Entrepreneurship at the University
of Nebraska, was a key part of
organizing the event in Fort Collins,
which included a live demonstration
of Hereford genetic progress across
generations. Field shared some
of those insights and plenty of
inspiration as he opened this year’s
Educational Forum.

Field also reflected on AHA’s current
Strategic Plan and the planning process
he helped facilitate.

“The most important thing that
we have learned is that when you take
the power of selection and the power
of heterosis, for a commercial breeder,
you improve their profitability and their
sustainability,” Field explained. “When
we leave either of the tools, selection
or crossbreeding, off the table, as a
commercial producer, we make it harder
for our customers. Your leadership
understood and has embraced that for a
number of years. And I think that’s why
the Hereford breed is stronger today.”

I believe this year’s WHC must rank
among the best that has ever been. I
know I will never forget the experience.

Thanks to the AHA Board of
Directors and members for their
support of all WHC activities, and
to the corporate sponsors that made
such a first-class event possible.
Special thanks to the AHA staff that
worked tirelessly to make this event
so memorable. HW
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