
Finance/audit
The American Hereford 
Association (AHA) Board of 
Directors unanimously approved 
the audit report for the fiscal year 
ending Aug. 31, 2025, presented 
by Marc Johnson, CPA, and Haley 
Sjorgrem, CPA, with Pinion. The 
financial summary presented 
showed that AHA had total 
combined assets of $22,712,184 
with a net change in net assets 
of $1,466,201. 

Johnson also shared that 
the AHA program efficiency of 
74% was strong compared to 
a benchmark of 60%. Johnson 
explained that this program 
efficiency (program services/total 
expenses) tends to be one of the 
more important metrics that many 
nonprofit organizations use in 
assessing performance, and the 
AHA has been consistently strong.

The AHA Board voted 
unanimously to continue to 
employ the services of Pinion to 
perform the AHA audit and to 
help facilitate the Association’s 
delegate and Board elections.

Member service
AHA staff shared there were 
150 delegates allocated for this 
year’s election and 131 had been 
confirmed. The AHA Board voted 
unanimously to ratify the Board 
election process.

Show and sale
The Board unanimously voted to 
approve the list of judges submitted 
by the National Junior Hereford 
Association board of directors 
for the 2026 VitaFerm® Junior 
National Hereford Expo.

Commercial programs
Trey Befort, AHA director of 
commercial programs, shared 
that a new landing page on the 
AHA website under the “About” 
section had been added for AHA 
members to submit nominations 
for the Commercial Producer of 
the Year. The Board agreed that 
nominations will be due Feb. 1 
each year.

Marketing/communications
The staff updated the Board 
on World Hereford Conference 
activities and the plan for the next 
national advertising campaign, 
along with social media platform 
analytics.

Breed improvement
The Board unanimously voted to 
support the continued research 
of bovine congestive heart 
failure through the collection of 
phenotypes on feedlot cattle.

The Board voted unanimously 
to support research on red meat 
yield, in collaboration with Texas 
Tech University and the U.S. Meat 
Animal Research Center. 

The Board voted unanimously 
to support continued eye pigment 
research, in collaboration with 
staff at Texas A&M University and 
North Dakota State University.

Jack Holden, Holden Herefords, 
addressed the Board about the 
registration of two gene-edited 
homozygous polled bull calves. 
The calves have been tested and 
confirmed homozygous polled. 
Holden plans to work with 
Acceligen to present the calves to 
the FDA for the approval process. 
The Board unanimously voted 
to table the registration request, 

and a task force was formed to 
look further into the science and 
potential issues surrounding gene-
editing technology and education 
opportunities for the membership 
to understand the technology. The 
task force is comprised of Chad 
Breeding, Travis McConnaughy, 
Lou Ellen Harr and Danny Fawcett.

 
Certified Hereford Beef®
Ernie Davis, CEO of Certified 
Hereford Beef (CHB), presented 
the three-year CHB Strategic Plan 
that will emphasize brand growth 
and differentiation; operational and 
financial discipline; partnership 
and alignment between CHB, 
AHA and producer and customer 
stakeholders, and investment into 
people and resources. 

The Board voted unanimously 
to elect Craig Bacon, Lou Ellen 
Harr, David Trowbridge, Bryce 
Schumann, Steve Merry, Russ 
Johnson and Hampton Cornelius as 
CHB board members.

Hereford Legacy Fund
The AHA Board unanimously 
approved the following to serve on 
the Hereford Legacy Fund LLC 
board of directors: John Loewen, 
Bill King, Bruce Everhart, Kevin 
Schultz and Eric Walker.

Election of officers
President: Austin Snedden 
by acclimation
Vice president: Scott Sullivan by 
acclimation
Secretary: Jack Ward 
by acclimation
Treasurer: Leslie Mathews 
by acclimation
NCBA representative: Jim Coley 
by acclimation  

Board Meeting Highlights
Board
Action

The AHA Board of Directors met Oct. 22-23, 2025, at the Association headquarters, Kansas City, Mo. Board actions 
and updates are presented below. 

8   | December 2025	 Hereford.org


