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Scholarships Awarded to  
NJHA Members
Hereford youth receive more than $165,000 to further their educations.

The Hereford Youth Foundation of 
America (HYFA) and its donors 

awarded $165,500 in scholarships 
to 27 National Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) members to help 
support their higher-education goals 
during the 2024 American Hereford 
Association (AHA) Annual Meeting 
and Convention in Kansas City, Mo., 
on Oct. 25.

The selection committee continues 
to be impressed by the high caliber 
of applicants. “It’s a true pleasure 
to review the HYFA scholarship 
applications. So many of the 
applicants have stellar records and 
have interesting and creative career 
ambitions that reviewers can’t help but 
be certain the future of the industry is 
in good hands,” says George Sprague, 
HYFA scholarship committee member.

The scholarship fund serves as 
the bedrock of HYFA, and countless 
youth benefit from its mission. Since 
its inception, HYFA has awarded 
scholarships fueling educational 
opportunities. For years, these 
scholarships have been lighting the 
way for youth in the Hereford breed. 
Recently, the foundation celebrated 
awarding more than $2 million in 

scholarships, since its founding in 
2000, to assist Hereford youth further 
their education.

Ball/Cottonwood Springs  
Farm Scholarship 
Savay Sexton, Cost, Texas, was 
awarded the Ball/Cottonwood 
Springs Farm Scholarship. Sexton 
is a sophomore at Texas A&M 
University, majoring in agricultural 
leadership and development with a 
minor in hospitality, hotel management 
and tourism sciences. Her future 
career goals include working in 
international agritourism and bringing 
people together to increase their 
understanding of agriculturalists’ 
dedication to creating a safe and 
wholesome food supply.

“Leadership is about leaving 
a legacy and paving the way for 
future leaders,” Sexton says. “As 
an agricultural leadership and 
development major, I am equipped 
with more skills to understand people 
and different leadership styles.”

The $5,000 Ball/Cottonwood Springs 
Farm Scholarship honors the legacy of 
Nancy Keilty’s late father and mother, 
Ed and Virginia Ball. They instilled 

in her to always “leave the campsite 
better than you found it,” and this 
scholarship is designed to recognize a 
Hereford junior with the same mentality. 
Nancy and her husband, Tim, own 
Cottonwood Springs Farm, in Cedar, 
Mich., where they raise Hereford cattle 
and focus on their Leelanau Natural 
Beef program, offering home-grown beef 
to local consumers.

Not pictured: Savay Sexton, Cost, Texas, the Ball/
Cottonwood Springs Farm Scholarship recipient.

Bar One Ranch Scholarship
Morgan Richardson, Capron, Ill., 
was awarded the Bar One Ranch 
Scholarship. Richardson is a junior at 
Western Illinois University, enrolled 
in the pre-veterinary medicine 
program. She hopes to become a large 
animal veterinarian, specializing in 
chiropractic and pulsed electromagnetic 
field (PEMF) therapy. Previously 
a student at Black Hawk College, 
Richardson is an active member of 
both the NJHA and the Illinois Junior 
Hereford Association.

“The passion to pursue this career 
was sparked by the great livestock 
organizations and great people in 
agriculture that I have grown up with,” 

George Sprague and Ray Ramsey, HYFA directors, join Morgan Richardson, 
Capron, Ill., the Bar One Ranch Scholarship recipient.

HYFA directors, Jill Bielema and Bill King, join Hannah Oleson, Arkdale, 
Wis., the Blin Family Scholarship recipient.
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Richardson says. “I have wanted 
nothing more than to pursue a career 
in the industry that I love.”

The Bar One Ranch Scholarship, 
sponsored by HYFA, is a $5,000 
scholarship offered by George and Karen 
Sprague of Bar One Ranch in Oregon. 
The scholarship is in memory of their 
late friend, Ken Tracy, who was a friend 
to the entire Hereford breed.

Blin Family Scholarship
Hannah Oleson, Arkdale, Wis., 
was awarded the 2024 Blin Family 
Scholarship. Oleson is a freshman at 
South Dakota State University (SDSU), 
majoring in animal science. She plans 
to pursue a master’s degree in animal 
science and genetics and hopes to 
become a cattle geneticist. She credits 
the NJHA with fueling her passion for 
the cattle industry and inspiring her 
future career choice. 

“I’ve observed genetics at play 
within my own herd, particularly in 
herd improvement through maternal 
trait breeding. Participating in the 
NJHA Fed Steer Shootout was a 
pivotal experience for me. It provided 
insight into how my cattle fared 
against hundreds of others,” Oleson 
says. “While I focused heavily on 
maternal traits, I realized that this 
led to weaker carcass traits. This 
experience reinforced my interest in 
genetics and fueled my curiosity.”

The Blin Family Scholarship, 
sponsored by HYFA, is a $2,500 
scholarship honoring the first Lot 1 
Foundation Female ever sold at the 

Mile High Night Sale in Denver, Colo. 
Star Lake Cattle Co. and the Blin 
family of Iowa consigned the first Lot 
1 Foundation Female, which sold for 
$100,000. Their consignment started 
a scholarship fund that has grown to 
nearly $1 million.

CBY Polled Herefords, Bob and 
Dolores Call Scholarship 
Weston Wolf, Alexandria, Ky., was 
awarded the CBY Polled Herefords, 
Bob and Dolores Call Scholarship. A 
junior at the University of Kentucky, 
Wolf is majoring in agricultural 
economics with a minor in animal 
science. He previously interned 
with the Kentucky Farm Bureau 
commodities division, working with 
farmers to help discern commodity 
markets. This experience was pivotal 
to Wolf’s chosen career path.

“I foresee myself working 
alongside livestock farmers and 
commodity producers to assist 
in financial management and 
production,” Wolf says. “I also would 
like to purchase a farm of my own 
and raise Hereford cattle.”

The CBY Polled Herefords, Bob and 
Dolores Call Scholarship, sponsored by 
HYFA, is a $5,000 scholarship offered 
in honor of the late Bob and Dolores 
Call. Bob was a founding member of 
the HYFA board of directors and an 
integral part of building the framework 
for the foundation’s scholarship pillar.

EE Ranches Scholarships 
Blake Bruns, North Platte, Neb., and 
Clayton Hayes, Ada, Okla., were each 
awarded EE Ranches Scholarships. 
Bruns is a senior at Kansas State 
University (K-State), majoring in 
animal sciences and industry. Through 
his college experience, Bruns was 
inspired to pursue a career managing 
a purebred beef unit, and teaching 
and researching at a university after 
completing his master’s degree in beef 
cattle nutrition.

“In my legacy, my largest goal is 
to raise a heifer that is eligible to be 
sold as the Lot 1 Foundation Female 
[HYFA fundraiser],” Bruns says. “Not 
only is it a selfless act, but it also gives 
so many opportunities to youth in the 
Hereford breed and benefits the next 
generations of Hereford enthusiasts.”

Hayes is a sophomore at 
Oklahoma State University (OSU), 
studying agribusiness. He hopes to 
become a financial specialist helping 
agriculturalists attain the resources 
they need to improve their operations.

“I believe that financial 
empowerment would bolster their ability 
to access the best equipment, feed and 
support to grow their operations,” Hayes 
says. “Agriculturalists will continue 
producing high-quality products if they 
can access the right tools. I want rural 
agriculturalists to understand how to 
access and manage finances to invest in 
sustaining their future for generations.”

George Sprague and Ray Ramsey, HYFA directors, join Weston Wolf, 
Alexandria, Ky., the CBY Polled Herefords, Bob and Dolores Call 
Scholarship recipient.

George Sprague and Ray Ramsey, HYFA directors, join Blake Bruns, North 
Platte, Neb., EE Ranches Scholarship recipient.

Hereford.org	 December 2024 |   45



2024 Annual Meeting and Convention Coverage

EE Ranches, Dallas, Texas, 
sponsors two $5,000 scholarships 
each year through HYFA. These 
scholarships are made possible by Jo 
Ellard and her late husband, Bill, of 
Texas. EE Ranches was one of HYFA’s 
first scholarship endowments, and the 
funds awarded over the years have 
helped many young people achieve 
their goals.

Gary Bishop Memorial Scholarship 
Jalyn Davis, Maple Hill, Kan., was 
awarded the Gary Bishop Memorial 
Scholarship. Davis is a sophomore at 
Butler Community College, where she 
is majoring in agribusiness and is a 
member of the livestock judging team. 
She plans to transfer to K-State and 
major in agricultural communications 
or marketing.

“Whatever my future holds, I know 
the leadership skills I have gained 
through 4-H and the NJHA will help 
me along the way,” Davis says.

The Gary Bishop Memorial 
Scholarship, given on behalf of HYFA, 
is a $2,500 scholarship in memory of 
Gary Bishop. Bishop, an Oklahoma 
native, first began working for the 
AHA in 1973. He served as the 
assistant director of Total Performance 
Records, director of feedlot and 
carcass programs and director of field 
services. Bishop was also named the 
director of youth activities during his 
career with the Association. He held 
this role in high esteem throughout 
his life. Bishop dedicated much of his 
energy to the betterment of Hereford 
youth organizations. His namesake 

scholarship is awarded to a deserving 
NJHA member to continue their 
college education.

HYFA Scholarship in Memory of 
Johnny Winston
Isaac Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo., 
was awarded the first $5,000 HYFA 
Scholarship in memory of Johnny 
Winston. Rhode is a senior at the 
University of Missouri (Mizzou), 
studying agriculture with emphasis 
areas in animal science, agricultural 
business management and agricultural 
education and leadership. While he 
wants to continue in production 
agriculture as a Hereford breeder, he 
also wants to work with other livestock 
producers to find more efficient, 
effective and profitable ways to feed 
our growing population.

“When I think about my personal 
legacy, I would like to be remembered 
as an individual whose success in 
life was earned through dedication, 
commitment and hard work,” Rhode 
says. “Maintaining a strong work 
ethic has always been important to me 
and something I strive to build and 
maintain every day.” 

This scholarship honors the 
legacy left by Johnny Winston. In 
1964, Winston joined the staff of 
the American Hereford Journal 
and later stepped into the role of 
director of field services for the 
Polled Hereford World. Winston 
retired in 1990 as the senior vice 
president of the American Polled 
Hereford Association. Throughout his 
career, he had a passion for young 

people in the Hereford industry 
and loved nothing more than seeing 
junior members and young field staff 
succeed in their careers. 

Upon Winston’s retirement, the 
late Ed Bible best summed up his 
contributions to the breed, “Johnny is 
a people person. He fervently believes 
in the people business and was quick to 
make this point clear to any and all.” 

Winston passed away in August 
of 2022, and his family established a 
memorial fund with HYFA to provide 
a scholarship in his name. 

“Johnny taught us all a lot about the 
people business in the way he lived his 
life and did his job,” says Amy Cowan, 
AHA director of youth activities and 
foundation. “For nearly three decades, 
he was committed to serving the breed, 
but more importantly its people and 
its young people, and it is an honor for 
HYFA to remember the Winston legacy 
with this scholarship.” 

Bob and Lucy Kube Scholarship
Salem Sifford, Goldvein, Va., was 
awarded the Bob and Lucy Kube 
Scholarship. Sifford is a junior at 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University, studying dairy science. 
She plans to pursue a master’s degree 
and then work in higher education as 
an associate professor and livestock 
judging coach.

“I would like to leave others 
with motivation to continue to 
grow their involvement within the 
Hereford breed, encouraging them 
to take on leadership roles and 
new opportunities,” Sifford says. 

George Sprague and Ray Ramsey, HYFA directors, join Clayton Hayes, 
Ada, Okla., EE Ranches Scholarship recipient.

The Gary Bishop family joins Jalyn Davis, Maple Hill, Kan., the Gary Bishop 
Memorial Scholarship recipient.
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“A legacy of determination and 
confidence that others can look back 
on and be encouraged to continue to 
push to achieve their goals.”

The 2024 Bob and Lucy Kube 
Scholarship, sponsored by HYFA, 
awards $2,500 in recognition of the 
Virginia couple’s many years of service 
on the HYFA board of directors. This 
scholarship, representing Bob’s passion 
for youth and his commitment to future 
generations, honors a young student who 
shows leadership outside of the Hereford 
circles and in their community.

Larson Polled Herefords Scholarship
Gavin Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo., 
was awarded the Larson Polled 
Herefords Scholarship. Rhode is a 
freshman at Mizzou majoring in 
agribusiness management. He is 
exploring two future career options 
— working directly with producers 
while continuing to operate his own 
purebred cow-calf operation or 
attending law school to work with 
agricultural families on succession 
and estate planning.

While continuing in his career 
paths and growing his own herd, 
Rhode also says, “I plan to continue 
my involvement with local and 
state beef industry organizations to 
support youth through 4-H, FFA or 
other organizations.”

The Larson Polled Herefords 
Scholarship, sponsored by HYFA, is a 
$2,500 scholarship awarded annually 
in honor of Carolyn Larson and her 
late husband, Ken, of Texas. The 

Larson family are longtime Hereford 
youth supporters who purchased 
the first Lot 1 Foundation Female 
sold at the Mile High Night Sale in 
Denver, Colo. This purchase initiated 
a fundraising effort, which has grown 
into a $1 million fund to support youth 
and education.

Not pictured: Gavin Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo., 
Larson Polled Herefords Scholarship recipient.

Merry Family/MGM  
Memorial Scholarship 
Regan Mitchem, Vale, N.C., was 
awarded the Merry Family/MGM 
Memorial Scholarship. Mitchem 
is currently attending the North 
Carolina State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. She is inspired 
by her generational family farm 
background and has a passion for 
large, food animals.

“There is a nationwide shortage of 
food animal veterinarians with very 
few veterinary students planning to 
work with food animals,” Mitchem 
says. “In undergrad, I set and achieved 
my goal to be accepted into the North 
Carolina State University Food Animal 
Scholar Program. As intended by this 
program, I am studying food animal 
medicine so that I can give back to 
the industry that I love by promoting 
animal health.”

The $2,500 Merry Family/MGM 
Memorial Scholarship is sponsored 
by HYFA and dedicated to students 
pursuing a degree in veterinary 
medicine, carrying on the legacy of 

Gordon and Marian Merry from 
Wisconsin. MGM Polled Herefords 
believes the future of agriculture lies 
in the hands of the industry’s hard-
working youth. The Merry family 
recognizes the dedication required 
from young people to raise and exhibit 
livestock and rewards juniors who are 
passionate about Hereford cattle with 
this scholarship.

National Hereford Queen Scholarship
Marie Prodell, Algoma, Wis., was 
awarded the National Hereford 
Queen Scholarship. Prodell, the 2024 
National Hereford Queen, is a senior 
at the University of Wisconsin–River 
Falls, enrolled in the agricultural 
business and animal science program. 
Throughout her tenure, she served the 
NJHA and AHA membership as a 
spokesperson and role model for the 
Hereford breed.

The National Hereford Queen 
represents the Association at national 
shows, sales and events and serves 
as a historic symbol for the Hereford 
breed. At the recent VitaFerm® 
Junior National Hereford Expo, 
Prodell launched her service project, 
titled “The Next-Gen Project.” This 
project created collaborative artwork, 
which was auctioned to raise funds 
for the National Hereford Women 
(NHW) scholarships offered to juniors 
throughout the year.

Prodell completed her reign during 
the National Hereford Show at the 
American Royal in Kansas City, 
Mo., Oct. 27. The National Queen 

The family of the late Johnny Winston join scholarship recipient, Isaac 
Rhode, Stewartsville, Mo., alongside HYFA directors Ray Ramsey and 
George Sprague.

HYFA directors, Jill Bielema and Bill King, join Salem Sifford, Goldvein, Va., 
Bob and Lucy Kube Scholarship recipient, and Bob Schaffer, Spotsylvania, 
Va., Kube family representative.
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Scholarship is the result of the NHW 
partnering with HYFA to elevate the 
queen program and assist the queen 
with her educational and tuition costs.

Ostgaard-Breiner  
Memorial Scholarships
Luke Daniels, Dalhart, Texas, and 
Ben Jensen, Courtland, Kan., were 
awarded $1,500 Ostgaard-Breiner 
Memorial Scholarships.

Daniels is working toward his 
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine at 
the Texas Tech School of Veterinary 
Medicine. He is following in his 
parents’ career footsteps, hoping to 
operate a veterinary practice to serve a 
rural community.

“Animal health and welfare is 
virtually all that I have ever known 
from a young age. I did not understand 
then that the veterinary medicine 
profession is extremely demanding, 
exasperating and difficult,” Daniels 
says. “I can tell you, that has not been 
significant enough to sway my decision 
to pursue my passion to help animals.”

Jensen is returning to higher 
education at the Washburn School of 
Law as he studies to be a Doctor of 
Jurisprudence. His long-term goals 
include working for a law firm or 
public interest group, advocating 
for first amendment rights and the 
interests of smaller farmers and 
ranchers. Outside of his professional 
career goals, Jensen aspires to be 
involved in both the cattle industry and 
the Hereford breed. 

“I plan to be involved in the 
mentorship of others by directly 
teaching kids in the Hereford breed 
and agricultural industry about how 
to get involved in the livestock show 
industry,” he says.

In 2019, the NHW board of 
directors lost two of their beloved 
board members: Sandra Adams 
Ostgaard of Dayton, Ohio, and 
Callea Mae Breiner of Alma, Kan. 
Adams Ostgaard was active within 
the Hereford breed, serving as the 
Ohio Hereford Women president and 
an Ohio Hereford Junior Association 
advisor. She passed her love of the 
Hereford breed to her children and 
grandchildren. As a retired high school 
home economics and elementary 
teacher, Adams Ostgaard held 
education of all forms in high regard. 

Breiner was active on the NHW 
board and a member of the Kansas 
Hereford Association. She also served as 
a local community 4-H club leader. Her 
love for the Hereford breed continues 
to be carried on by her husband and 
sons. As an advanced practice registered 
nurse, Breiner had a love of learning as 
reflected through her successful pursuit 
of a doctorate degree.

Not pictured: Luke Daniels, Dalhart, Texas, and 
Ben Jensen, Courtland, Kan., Ostgaard-Breiner 
Scholarship recipients.

Perks Ranch Scholarship
Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis., was 
awarded the Perks Ranch Scholarship. 
Jones is a senior at OSU pursuing 
a degree in animal science with a 

pre-veterinary concentration. Upon 
graduation, she plans to return to 
Wisconsin and attend the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison School of 
Veterinary Medicine, specializing in 
large animal chiropractic or mixed 
animal surgery.

“I hope to be remembered as 
someone who uplifted others, stood 
strong in the face of adversity and 
embraced change that benefited 
my community and the people 
around me,” Jones says. “Whether 
it’s mentoring Hereford youth, 
participating in service activities with 
my fellow sisters in agriculture or 
giving my best effort in everything 
I do, I want my legacy to reflect 
leadership, hard work and a 
commitment to serving others.”

The $5,000 Perks Ranch 
Scholarship, awarded by HYFA, 
honors the Perks Ranch of Illinois 
and highlights Doug Perks’ legacy 
and leadership during his time on the 
HYFA board of directors. He helped 
lead the $5 million capital campaign, 
which laid the groundwork for the 
foundation’s pillars — scholarship, 
leadership, education and research.

Tennessee River Music Inc., Randy 
and Kelly Owen Scholarship 
Mason Collins, Lewisburg, Tenn., 
was awarded the Tennessee River 
Music Inc., Randy and Kelly Owen 
Scholarship. Collins is a senior at the 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville, 
completing his degree in food and 
agricultural business. After college, 
Collins hopes to return to his fourth-

Jill Bielema and Bill King, HYFA directors, and Steve Merry join Regan 
Mitchem of Vale, N.C., Merry Family/MGM Memorial Scholarship recipient.

Sally Wingler and Beth Mansfield, NHW directors, join Marie Prodell, 
Algoma, Wis., National Hereford Queen Scholarship recipient.
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generation family insurance, real estate 
and auction company and be involved 
in cattle marketing as a sale manager, 
consultant or cattle producer.

Speaking about his passion for 
the industry and legacy he wishes to 
leave, Collins says, “The Hereford 
family has created a home that 
welcomes outsiders and strives 
to make each member stronger 
individually and as a cattleman.”

The Tennessee River Music Inc., 
Randy and Kelly Owen Scholarship is 
a $2,500 scholarship in recognition of 
the Music on the Mountain. Music on 
the Mountain was a historic event held 
by the Owens that carried momentum 
for HYFA’s success and growth.

Whitehead Ranches Scholarship
Raney Anderson, Canyon City, 
Ore., was awarded the Whitehead 
Ranches Scholarship. Anderson is a 
sophomore at the College of Southern 
Idaho, majoring in agricultural 
education with plans of continuing 
her education with a master’s degree. 
Her career goals include teaching 
agriculture and making an impact on 
the next generation.

“I want to be a mentor and 
someone who youth look up to and 
can come to when they have a question 
or need help,” Anderson says. “One of 
my biggest goals in my career and life 
is to give back to youth and teach the 
next generations.” 

The $2,500 Whitehead Ranches 
Scholarship is sponsored by HYFA 
and honors Loyd Whitehead of Texas. 

Whitehead was an instrumental part 
of HYFA in its early years, serving on 
the board of directors and as financial 
chairman.

Not pictured: Raney Anderson, Canyon City, 
Ore., Whitehead Ranches Scholarship recipient.

Vanier Family Scholarship
Ten National Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) members received 
$10,000 Vanier Family Scholarships, 
totaling $100,000 of financial support.

“HYFA is proud to continue 
carrying on Jack and Donna’s legacy 
by awarding 10 scholarships in the 
Vanier family’s name each fall,” 
Cowan says. “Thanks to the Vanier 
family’s philanthropy over the years, 
nearly $1 million has been awarded to 
more than 80 NJHA members in the 
Vanier name.”

The Vanier family believes the work 
ethic NJHA members learn growing 
up in the Hereford breed sets them 
apart in today’s workforce. “To be 
able to support young people in their 
aspirations and their education has 
always been really important,” says 
Mary Vanier, daughter of Jack and 
Donna Vanier.

The foundation is proud to carry on 
Jack and Donna’s legacy through this 
prestigious scholarship program.

The 2024 Vanier Scholarship 
recipients are:

Sam Birdsall, Torrington, Wyo., is a 
junior at K-State, studying agribusiness. 
After receiving his undergraduate degree, 
he plans to pursue a master’s degree in 

economics, specializing in commodity 
trading and agricultural lending. As 
a second-year member of the NJHA 
board, Birdsall says, “I want to be 
remembered for my stand-up character 
and not just the belongings I pass on to 
the next generation”

Matthew Bruns, North Platte, 
Neb., is a junior at K-State, where he 
is majoring in animal sciences and 
industry. He aspires to become an 
auctioneer, while exploring career 
opportunities within the purebred 
cattle industry to gain marketing 
experience alongside established 
livestock marketing firms. 

“It is my goal that my legacy can 
be my character for others,” Bruns 
says. “Serving on the NJHA board 
of directors will provide me a great 
opportunity to share with others how 
important it is to have exceptional 
character and how they can  
influence others.”

Elizabeth Crumm, Anadarko, 
Okla., is a senior at K-State, pursuing a 
degree in agricultural communications 
and journalism. Upon graduation 
in the spring of 2025, she plans to 
enroll in a master’s degree program 
in business with an emphasis in 
marketing and communications. 
Looking to the future, Crumm says, 
“I am eager to blend my love for 
livestock with my communication 
skills to elevate the industry and foster 
community engagement.”

George Sprague and Ray Ramsey, HYFA directors, and Tammy Boatman, 
Rockford, Ill., Perks Ranch, join Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis., Perks 
Ranch Scholarship recipient.

HYFA directors, Jill Bielema and Bill King, join Mason Collins, Lewisburg, 
Tenn., Tennessee River Music Inc., Randy and Kelly Owen Scholarship 
recipient.
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Lauren Gatz, Fairview, Kan., is a 
senior at K-State, studying agricultural 
communications and journalism. 
Having previously served as the National 
Hereford Queen and currently serving 
her second year on the NJHA board of 
directors, she is extremely involved in the 
Hereford breed. 

“My career goals are rooted in 
my passion for the beef industry and 
my commitment to giving back to 
the agricultural industry,” Gatz says. 
“As an agricultural communications 
and journalism major with minors 
in leadership studies and marketing, 
I hope to secure a position working 
within a livestock breed association or 
agribusiness, focusing on marketing or 
communications.”

Mason Glascock, Fraziers Bottom, 
W.Va., is a junior at the University 
of Kentucky, majoring in agricultural 
ecosystem sciences. His career 
goals focus on assisting farmers 
and ranchers with things such as 
crop analysis, soil management, soil 
mapping and livestock monitoring. 
He also hopes to receive his remote 
pilot certification and pesticide license 
in the next 5-10 years.

Logan McFatridge, Otterbein, Ind., 
is a senior agribusiness major at Purdue 
University. He became passionate 
about cattle buying during his cattle 
procurement internship at American 
Foods Group. He hopes to pursue this 
avenue as a career upon graduation.

Haley Mouser, Tenstrike, Minn., is 
a junior at SDSU, majoring in animal 
science with a science specialization. 
Mouser plans to pursue a doctorate 
degree in ruminant nutrition and land 
a career telling the story of science 
behind the beef industry. 

“I aspire to understand concepts 
and industries on an in-depth, scientific 
level,” Mouser says. “I have a love for 
cattle and an investment in the beef 
industry, and some of my greatest joy 
is found when I share these passions 
with others.”

Kaylee Lunsford, Fort Scott, Kan., 
is an animal science major in her third 
year at OSU. Following her attendance 
at the NJHA’s BOLD conference, 
Lunsford was inspired by the industry’s 
need for advocacy and leadership. 

“After completing my bachelor’s 
degree, I will pursue a master’s degree, 
expand my cattle operation and 
actively engage in efforts to advocate 
for the agricultural industry, ensuring 
its sustainability and growth for future 
generations,” she says.

Paige Lemenager, Hudson, Ill., 
is a junior at Texas Tech University, 
studying animal science. Her long-term 
career goals are to pursue a doctorate 
degree, take the Law School Admission 
Test (LSAT) and pass the bar in her 
home state of Illinois. She hopes to 
work with farmers and ranchers during 
financial challenges or tax implications 
as an agricultural attorney. She credits 
the Hereford breed for building the 
foundation for her future goals and 
wants to give back to the organization 
in the future. 

“Upon completing my junior career, 
I hope to become a junior advisor,” 
Lemenager says. “My commitment to 
the breed, my affection for the people 
involved and my belief in the NJHA’s 
mission drive this aspiration.”

Madison Ridder, Marthasville, Mo., 
is a veterinary student at the University 
of Missouri College of Veterinary 
Medicine. “I cannot think of another 
profession that would provide this 
deep, profound sense of purpose, 
and I am elated to be headed on this 
career path,” Ridder says. Ridder has 
participated in many Hereford-centric 
opportunities, including being selected 
to travel to England on a trade mission 
with the Missouri Department of 
Agriculture, specifically working with 
Hereford producers.  

Amy Cowan, AHA director of youth activities and foundation; Ray Ramsey, HYFA president, and HYFA board members Steve Folkman, Jill Bielema, Bill King, 
George Sprague and Bruce Everhart, join the Vanier Family Scholarship recipients. Pictured (l to r) are: Logan McFatridge, Otterbein, Ind.; Mason Glascock, 
Fraziers Bottom, W.Va.; Haley Mouser, Tenstrike, Minn.; Lauren Gatz, Fairview, Kan.; Elizabeth Crumm, Anadarko, Okla.; Matt Bruns, North Platte, Neb.; Sam 
Birdsall, Torrington, Wyo. Not pictured: Paige Lemenager, Hudson, Ill.; Kaylee Lunsford, Fort Scott, Kan.; and Madison Ridder, Marthasville, Mo. 

50   | December 2024	 Hereford.org


