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With Gratitude
Retiring National Hereford Queen pens farewell address.

To my Hereford family, 

What a year it has been! It is hard to 
believe that a year ago I was crowned to 
serve as your 2024 National Hereford 
Queen. This year has been remarkable 
because of the influence you have made 
on my life. I met many influential 
breeders, outstanding youth, passionate 
men and women and worked with a 
team that loves Hereford cattle. Through 
traveling from sea to shining sea to 
represent the red and white faces, I have 
made countless friends and memories. 

I want to thank the youth for their 
love, support and electric energy toward 
the success of my service project. Thank 
you also to GKB Cattle, Desdemona, 
Texas, for their donation of the painting, 
“Kindergarten” by Kenneth Wyatt. We 
were able to raise around $1,300 from 
my service project for youth leadership 
scholarships for the Faces of Leadership 
or Building on Leadership Development 
(BOLD) Conferences. This project meant 
the world to me — thank you to all the 
buyers for their countless support. 

This year, you all impacted me and 
touched my heart. You encouraged 
me to be the best queen I could be, to 

represent this breed to the best of my 
abilities. It’s because of this breed, I 
got my start. To all the new Hereford 
enthusiasts, this is a breed to be reckoned 
with. They are beyond inspiring! 

Thank you to the American 
Hereford Association, National 
Junior Hereford Association, National 
Hereford Women, Certified Hereford 
Beef®, my loving family, friends, my 
Hereford people and above all God. 
You helped me create my legacy. 

This experience will forever hold a 
special spot in my heart. It has been an 
honor serving as your 2024 National 
Hereford Queen. Thank you for such a 
fantastic year! 

As always, let’s come home  
to Hereford.

Signing off for the last time, 
Your 2024 National Hereford 

Queen, from the state of Wisconsin, 
Marie Prodell

Marie Prodell presents banners and bronzes with this year’s group of National Hereford Queen 
candidates at the 2024 American Royal. 

One of Marie’s favorite parts of serving as the 
2024 National Hereford Queen was working with 
and meeting Hereford enthusiasts of all ages.

Marie Prodell, 2024 National Hereford Queen, with her service project: three murals created from 
coloring sheets by Hereford youth. The proceeds from the sale of the artwork benefit a scholarship 
fund for BOLD and Faces of Leadership Conference attendees.

54   | December 2024	 Hereford.org


