
Leveraging opportunity.

The Christmas season is upon us. Snow 
is flying for some of you, and the U.S. 
continues to demonstrate why she is the 
best country in the world. 

More than ever I’m excited to be a 
part of this great breed of cattle. The 
Annual Meeting, simply put, was an 
incredible event and the culmination 
of so many people’s hard work. The 
enthusiastic conversations and electric 
energy throughout the event were flat 
out contagious. 

DNA changes ahead
I highlighted in last month’s column 
the DNA-related changes adopted by 
the American Hereford Association 
(AHA) Board of Directors following 
their summer meeting. More recently, 
the AHA Board adopted another policy 
change regarding DNA storage.

Starting Jan. 1, 2026, the Board 
voted unanimously to purge all DNA 
samples after the requested testing is 
complete. AHA will no longer store 
DNA after that date. However, the 
DNA lab will store samples for one 
year after initial testing, which will 
allow for any immediate retesting if a 
sample result is found to be in error.

This decision was not taken lightly. 
The Board considered recommendations 
from the DNA task force, which 
reviewed AHA’s DNA policy from end 
to end, and solicited feedback from 
breeders. The common sentiment was 
that the AHA should not get into the 
business of storing DNA samples.

Furthermore, the consensus was that 
the dollars required to invest in DNA 
storage can better be used in efforts 
to whole-genome sequence high-use 
animals to enhance the breed’s whole-
genome sequence library and other 
breed improvement initiatives. 

At the same time, the AHA is 
working intently with the lab to build 
a single chip containing all known 
genetic defects. This single chip, 
including the horned/polled test will 

negate the need to go back and test for 
additional traits. It also will prevent 
re-testing — if, for example, you decide 
you want a complete genomic profile 
after conducting a stand-alone test for 
MD (Mandibulofacial Dysostosis) and 
DB (Delayed Blindness). 

Futureproofing
What if a new abnormality is released 
and the related marker was not part of 
the chip used to test an animal, and the 
sample you sent for initial testing has 
been purged?

Beyond the AHA releasing more 
information upon the announcement of a 
new genetic abnormality, we will have an 
extensive whole-genome sequence library 
that will be released (see November 2024 
“Performance Matters”). This should 
significantly decrease the number of 
unbroken chains within the herdbook. 
Additionally, I encourage every breeder 
to keep a back-up sample of every 
walking sire, donor dam and AI sire so 
these animals can be tested if the need 
arises. Think of it as an insurance policy 
within your control. If samples are stored 
in a cool, dry place, they can last for 
many years. I know many breeders who 
have employed this approach since the 
beginning. Being able to react quickly 
is important. I believe maintaining your 
own sample collection library protects 
you for today and tomorrow.

AHA staff have been working 
to share these policy changes 
with membership through all 
communication channels, so that 
breeders can adjust and collect 
samples for their own DNA libraries.

I certainly want to wish you and 
your families a Merry Christmas with 
hopes you get to spend some time with 
those you love the most!  
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