2024 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION COVERAGE

2025 NATIONAL HEREFORD QUEEN:
REPLANTING ROOTS

Nataleigh Belcher sees the breed as a symbol of American agriculture.

by Katie Maupin Miller

ereford cattle are more than

bald faces to the 2025 National
Hereford Queen Nataleigh Belcher.
They’re an enduring symbol of not
only American agriculture but also
of Nataleigh’s own roots. The fifth-
generation Hereford breeder nearly
missed her opportunity to become
involved with the breed, when family
health problems forced the sale of
the Hereford herd when she was just
a toddler. As a high school student,
Nataleigh purchased a cow-calf pair
to start her own registered herd and
reclaim her family’s roots in the breed.

Unsurprisingly, when her name was
called during the coronation at the
American Royal in Kansas City, Mo.,
this 18-year-old Twin City, Ga., native
was struck with a combination of deep
gratitude and disbelief.

“T am so grateful for this
opportunity. I am still in disbelief that
I was chosen from such a talented and
deserving group of young women,” she
says. “I'm truly blessed and extremely
proud to represent the Hereford breed
and the agricultural community.”

Much like the breed itself, Nataleigh
views the National Hereford Queen as
a symbol — an artful combination of
grace and breed ambassadorship.

“The National Hereford Queen is
an ambassador who is passionate about
the Hereford breed and what it has
done for the beef industry,” Nataleigh
says. “She serves as an inspiration to
cultivate the love of agriculture for
future generations.”

Age: 18
Parents: Brandi and Ivan Mills

Siblings: Karaleigh Mills (10)
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College and degree program:
Nataleigh is currently a high school
senior at Emanuel County Institute.
She plans to attend Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College next fall to pursue
a degree in agricultural education with
a minor in animal science.

Extracurricular activities and hobbies:
Nataleigh is an active Emanuel
County 4-H member. She currently
serves on the county council, the
Southeast senior board of directors
and as an animal science ambassador.
Nataleigh has represented her 4-H
club in food challenge, poultry
judging, and the cotton boll and
consumer judging competition. She

is a 4-H Master in Beef Production
and Food Challenge, who was also
recognized with the Key Award, the
Dean’s Award and a District Project
Achievement, in addition to attending
the state and national 4-H Congress.
In FFA, Nataleigh currently serves

as her chapter president and Area IV
secretary. She represented her chapter
in various career development events
including: FFA Creed speaking,
discussion, agricultural education and
livestock judging.

National Junior Hereford Association
(NJHA) membership:

Nataleigh purchased her first registered
Hereford in 2021 when she selected a
cow-calf pair to start her herd. That
same year, she joined the NJHA. Since
then, Nataleigh has exhibited Hereford
cattle throughout her high school
career and has been active in her state’s
junior association where she currently
Serves as secretary.

Family history in the Hereford
business: Nataleigh is a fifth-
generation Hereford breeder.

Nataleigh Belcher, 2025 National Hereford Queen

Unfortunately, after her mother
was diagnosed with leukemia when
Nataleigh was just 2 years old, her
family made the hard decision to
disperse the cattle and sell the farm
in 2008. Nataleigh replanted her
family’s roots with the bald-faced
breed when she purchased a
cow-calf pair in 2021 to start her
own registered Hereford herd.

Titles held prior to National Hereford
Queen: 2024 Georgia Hereford Queen

When did you set your sights on the
national crown? Nataleigh’s run-in
with Hereford royalty inspired her to
aim for the national title. After visiting
with the 2024 National Hereford
Queen, Marie Prodell, Nataleigh’s
interest in serving as a representative
for the Hereford breed was piqued.

“Marie’s passion, dedication
and grace as a representative of the
Hereford breed were truly awe-
inspiring,” she says.

That spark was fueled by the
numerous young people and Hereford
breeders Nataleigh met during the
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VitaFerm® Junior National Hereford
Expo this summer in Grand Island,
Neb. Seeing enthusiastic youth rub
elbows with seasoned breeders as
everyone came together to support the
future of the breed cemented her desire
to contribute to the conversation.
“These experiences combined to
make me realize that running for
National Hereford Queen would be
an incredible opportunity to promote
the Hereford breed, inspire young
people and connect with the passionate
individuals who make up this
remarkable community,” she says.

Who inspired you to run for National
Hereford Queen? While Nataleigh
attributes retiring National Hereford
Queen Marie Prodell’s grace,
intelligence and passion for serving

as an example for aspiring queens to
follow on their path to coronation day,
she is first and foremost most grateful
for her parents, Ivan and Brandi Mills,
and her “Nonnie,” Cindy McCullough,
for their unwavering support.

“Their belief in me has given me the
confidence and motivation to strive for
excellence,” she says.

Additionally, Nataleigh owes the
Georgia Hereford Women, Shelly
and Paul McQuaig, and the entire
Georgia Hereford Association a
large “thank you,” for their constant
encouragement and belief in her
ability to represent the breed.

“I know I couldn’t have achieved
this without the unwavering support
and guidance of all of these amazing
people,” she says.

What advice do you have for future
princesses running for the National
Hereford Queen title?
Nataleigh encourages aspiring Hereford
queens to simply believe in themselves
— believe in their abilities, believe in
their passion for the bald-faced breed
and believe in their ability to inspire
and lead. She says you can truly
appreciate the remarkable individual
you’ve become by embracing your own
unique journey and experiences.
“Don’t be afraid to dream big and
set your goals high,” she adds. “With
hard work, dedication and unwavering
belief in yourself and the Hereford
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breed, you can achieve anything.
Embrace challenges as opportunities
for growth and learning.”

What are your goals as the new
National Hereford Queen?
Nataleigh plans to bridge the gap
between the generations of Hereford
breeders through education and
engagement. She hopes to ignite an
even deeper appreciation for American
agriculture in NJHA members through
further education. With respect to the
Hereford breed’s past, present and
future, Nataleigh will continue to
educate cattlemen and women about
the breed’s attributes that have helped
it serve as an enduring symbol of
excellence in the beef industry.

“My goal is to inspire both
young and old and help them see the
importance of empowering each other
and recognizing the vital role they play
in the future of agriculture,” she says.

What makes the Hereford breed
special to you? As Nataleigh alluded
to with her goals for her reign,
she views Hereford cattle as more
than just livestock, but rather a
longstanding symbol of the evolution
of the American beef industry.
To her, Hereford cattle stand as a
living reminder of her family’s and
community’s heritage.

“Their distinctive red coats and
white faces are a familiar sight on
our farm; they represent a sense of

pride, tradition and hard work,” she
says. “For me, Herefords represent
the connection between generations
and the importance of preserving our
agricultural roots.”

Describe your experience running
for National Hereford Queen:

Amid the countless hours Nataleigh
spent preparing for her National
Hereford Queen candidacy —
including preparing for interviews,
studying for tests and networking —
she developed confidence, poise and
communication skills.

“Hereford Queen was an experience
that shaped me in ways I never
anticipated,” she says. “It wasn’t just
about the title or the crown, but about
the journey itself. I had the privilege of
immersing myself in the rich heritage
of the Hereford breed, connecting with
passionate individuals from across the
country and pushing myself beyond my
comfort zone.”

Throughout the process Nataleigh
gained more than a new skillset to
propel her into her future education
and career; she also gained lifelong
friendships with other remarkable
young women who shared her passion
for agriculture and the breed.

“Whether I won or lost, the
experience of running for National
Hereford Queen has left a lasting
mark on my life, empowering me to
pursue my goals with unwavering
determination,” she says. HW

Pictured (I to r) are: Mary Warden, second runner-up; Avari Schroeder, first runner-up, Naomi
Sinnamon, Miss Congeniality; Abbey Wohleb, third runner-up; and Nataleigh Belcher, 2025 National
Hereford Queen.
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