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As the holidays approach, it’s time
to reflect on all the blessings 2024
has brought. A time of high spirits,
generosity and goodwill is before
us. The Hereford Youth Foundation
of America (HYFA) is constantly
creating ways to provide more
opportunities and scholarships
to National Junior Hereford
Association (NJHA) members.
One of their more recent — and
most impactful — initiatives is the
annual Season of Giving campaign.
The Season of Giving is more
than just a fundraising effort; it
is a testament to the foundation’s
unwavering commitment to
developing the Hereford breed’s
future leaders. Through the Season
of Giving, HYFA creates funds for
scholarships and other activities
that benefit NJHA members,
ensuring that the American
Hereford Association’s (AHA)
legacy of excellence continues.

Pillars of support

HYFA consists of four pillars:
scholarship, education, leadership
and research. The gifts the
foundation receives during the
annual Season of Giving support
all four HYFA pillars and its
mission to build a pipeline of
future leaders for the breed and
agricultural community.

The scholarship pillar helps
NJHA members excel in their
future careers. Education is a
cornerstone of personal and
professional growth, and HYFA
recognizes this by offering more
than $200,000 in scholarships each
year to support NJHA members’
continued education. As of 2024,
HYFA has awarded more than
$2 million to Hereford youth.

For NJHA members, leadership
and education often go hand-in-
hand. Leadership activities, like
the Faces of Leadership conference
and the Building on Leadership
Development (BOLD) conference,
allow junior members to grow as
individuals, hone valuable skills
and become the best version
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of themselves. Events like the
VitaFerm® Junior National
Hereford Expo (JNHE) and the
NJHA Fed Steer Shootout also
keep education at the forefront.
The JNHE provides countless
opportunities for development
inside and outside the showring,
and the NJHA Fed Steer Shootout
offers young people invaluable
industry education and real-world
cattle feeding experience.

The Hereford Research
Foundation, a division of HYFA,
is dedicated to supporting breed
improvement and research projects
outside the scope of the AHA
budget. The National Reference
Sire Program (NRSP), which is
the backbone of many Hereford
research efforts, serves as an
example. The HYFA and AHA
staff allocate extensive time and
resources each year to improve
the Hereford breed and the beef
industry using the data and
findings these research
projects provide.

Giving opportunities

HYFA, the leadership of its board,
and the support of generous donors
afford the Hereford breed more
industry-wide opportunities created
by the foundation’s four pillars:
scholarship, leadership, education
and research.

“Season of Giving is a good
opportunity to remember all the
things we must be thankful for,
and as Hereford breeders’” we have
a lot to be thankful for,” says Bill
King, HYFA board member. “This
is a time to give back to support
the youth of our breed. Season of
Giving is an opportunity to help
kids get ahead personally, but also
allows the Hereford breed to be
at the forefront of the nation by
having all these fresh, young minds
come back and join the industry.
Join us by donating to the Season
of Giving Dec. 18-20, 2024.”

The impact of the Season
of Giving extends beyond the
immediate benefits of scholarships
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and activities. It fosters a sense of
community and shared purpose
among NJHA members and
supporters. The campaign also serves
as a reminder of the collective effort
required to sustain and advance
the Hereford breed — highlighting
the importance of giving back and
investing in the future. Season of
Giving puts young leaders at the
forefront of innovation and progress.

As HYFA donors continue to
rally behind this initiative, the
impact of the Season of Giving will
undoubtedly be felt for generations
to come, ensuring the continued
success and excellence of the NJHA
and the agricultural industry.

The 2024 Season of Giving
is Dec. 18-20. To donate, visit
HerefordYouthFoundation.org or
reach out to Amy Cowan, AHA
director of youth activities and
foundation, at
acowan@hereford.org. HW
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