FED STEER SHOOTOUT
CHAMPIONS CROWNED

NJHA members’ steers recognized for carcass merit.

he National Junior Hereford

Association (NJHA) Fed Steer
Shootout provides participants
insights to the cattle feeding and
beef packing sectors while providing
information about how their genetics
perform beyond the pasture. This
year, the Fed Steer Shootout attracted
72 participants from 20 states —
California to Pennsylvania — who
entered 211 head of Hereford and
Hereford-influenced steers. The 2024
winners received more than $15,000
in cash prizes and awards from the
Hereford Youth Foundation of America
(HYFA), with generous support from
Bar One Ranch and Texas Stardance
Cattle, on Oct. 25 during the
American Hereford Association (AHA)
Annual Membership Meeting and
Conference in Kansas City, Mo.

HRC Feed Yards LLC, Scott City,
Kan., feeds the Fed Steer Shootout
entries and hosts an annual educational
field day. Contestants collect feedyard
performance and carcass data on their
pen of three and individual entries of
Hereford and commercial Hereford-
influenced steers, while gaining
comprehensive industry knowledge on
topics such as animal health, nutrition
and marketing.

Participants in the program
understand the value of gaining real-
world experience at a young age. Aside
from selecting steers for the contest,
monitoring their performance and
attending the field day, they are also
able to build career skills by competing
in the performance portfolio portion of
the contest.
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Feeding and recordkeeping
Participants keep performance
portfolios responding to questions
about the data they receive throughout
the feeding period and summarizing
what they learn while participating in
the program. Individuals with high-
performing cattle receive awards. As
well, the top three contestants in the
junior and senior age divisions are
recognized for their knowledge of the
cattle feeding industry, demonstrated
by their performance portfolios.
The top three participants in each
age division give a speech and are
interviewed by a panel of judges
to determine the NJHA Fed Steer
Shootout Contestant of the Year.
This year Jarrett Worrell, Mason,
Texas, was named the Contestant
of the Year in the junior division.
Jordan Mitchem, Vale, N.C., earned
the Contestant of the Year title in the
senior division.

2024 AWARD WINNERS

Contestant of the Year,

Junior Division Finalists -

Cooper Acheson, Wichita, Kan.
Jackson Chastain, Arlington, Texas
Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas

Contestant of the Year,
Senior Division Finalists -
Jayna Blume, Pierre, S.D.
Jordan Mitchem, Vale, N.C.
Pecos Worrell, Harper, Texas

Overall Champion Steer -
Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas

Champion Pen-of-Three
Purebred Steers -
Tara Hausner, Thomasville, Pa.

2024 ANNUAL MEETING AND CONVENTION COVERAGE

Reserve Champion Pen-of-Three
Purebred Steers -

Teegan and Tiernan Frederickson,
Spearfish, S.D.

Champion Individual
Purebred Steer -
Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis.

Reserve Champion Individual
Purebred Steer -
Cricket Collins, Frederick, Okla.

Champion and Reserve Champion
Pen-of-Three Commercial Steers -
Ryan Pribil, Hennessey, Okla.

Champion Individual
Commercial Steer -
Hayden Hoffman, Thedford, Neb.

Reserve Champion Individual
Commercial Steer -
Adalyn Schurr, Maywood, Neb.

Highest Marbling Score
Purebred Division -
Jayda Cant, Imbler, Ore.

Highest Marbling Score
Commercial Division -
Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas

Highest Average Daily Gain
Purebred Division -
Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis.

Highest Average Daily Gain

Commercial Division -
Hayden Hoffman, Thedford, Neb. HW
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Tara Hausner, Thomasville, Pa., champion pen-of-three purebred steers;
and Teegan and Tiernan Frederickson, Spearfish, S.D., reserve champion
pen-of-three purebred steers.

Ryan Pribil, Hennessey, Okla., champion and reserve champion pen-of-
three commercial steers.

Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas, champion overall steer.

Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas, highest
commercial marbling score. Not pictured:
Jayda Cant, Imbler, Ore. highest purebred
marbling score.
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Pictured (I to r) are: Contestant of the year in the senior division, Jordan Mitchem, Vale, N.C., joined
by senior division finalists, Pecos Worrell, Harper, Texas, and Jayna Blume, Pierre, S.D. Contestant
of the year in the junior division, Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas, and junior division finalists, Cooper
Acheson, Wichita, Kan., and Jackson Chastain, Arlington, Texas.

Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis., champion individual purebred steer;
and Cricket Collins, Frederick, Okla., reserve champion individual
purebred steer.

Hayden Hoffman, Thedford, Neb., champion individual commercial

steer. Not pictured: Adalyn Schurr, Maywood, Neb., reserve champion
individual commercial steer.

Lauren Jones, Darlington, Wis., highest purebred average daily gain; and
Hayden Hoffman, Thedford, Neb., highest commercial average daily gain.
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