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FIND YOUR

SSION

by Austin Matheny

From Milwaukee to
Grund Islund, | have
fruveled the country
for Junior Nutionul
Hereford Expo (UNHE),
Faces of Leudership,
stute und regiondl
shows und other Hereford
events, As | exited the showring for the lust
fime us u junior member, | sturted to reflect
oh my journey us u member of the Nationdl
Junior Hereford Association (NJHA). In 2005,
when | uttended my first JNHE, | did hot know
the people | met und the experiences | hud
would influence my life in the yeurs fo come.
Some of you wulked in the ring for the first fime
this yeur, some of you sfill have u few yeurs left
and some of you had your hame cdlled us u
retiring junior. Regyurdless of whether this waus
your first or your lust JNHE, | wunt to puss on
udvice | huve been yiven over the yeurs,

Set goals

| um nhot the type of person to write gouls
down, but | have them on u list in my heud
at dll times. | um ulways adding to this list,
muking changes und crossing things off. As
you go ubout your time ds d junior, muke
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u list, add fo i, change it und always make
sure you ure improving it. | cun remember
setting gyouls for myself at u youny uge which
| have now been uble to uccomplish.

I wus not the best speuker in FFA und
certuinly huve hot ulways been the best
showmaun — but | always knew two gouls
of mine were to be in the top 10 in senior
showmaunship und to serve on the NJHA
bourd of directors. Accomplishing these
goulls fook u lot of hard work und dedicution.
| am not haturally u public spedker, but
working toward getting better helped me
yet to where | um nhow. | strongly encourage
you to start now; find gouls and work
onh uchieving them before the clock on
your junior cureer runs out. | cun promise
setting und trying to achieve gouls will udd
memories, lifelony friends und unforgettable
experiences to your life.

Make friends
When you reuch your lust JNHE, my hope
is you have friends from every stute.,
Tuke time ut cuttle shows to leuve the
stalls, attend the membership Mmeeting,
comypete in contests und yo to openiny
ceremonies. These events muy not seem
importunt ut the time, but when you ygo to
colleye or tuke your first job, these people
will be your roommautes or coworkers.
Findiny friends who understund the
livestock industry makes showing cuttle
much more rewurding. Euch summer | look
forwurd to cutching up with my old friends
und meeting hew ones. My chullenge for
you hext summer in Denver is fo muke u hew
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friend euch duy. Find friends inside your stute
and from dll over the country. One day you
will be thankful for the friendships you made
at U youhy uge.

Find your passion
If you were dble to uttend Faces of
Leudership this yeur in Culifornid, | hope you
remember our speuker Kenny Aronoff und
his passion for music. If you were hot there, |
wunt to give you the udvice Aronoff yuve the
juniors in uttendunce. His udvice wus simple
— find your pussion in life. So muny times, we
forget living life with passion is living life with
purpose. For some of us, this meuns staying in
agriculture, while for others it is helping in other
industries. Whutever you do, if it is your pussion,
| cun ensure you will be well equipped
becuuse of your time us u member of the
NJHA. As you choose colleges, degrees und
jobs, keep thut in mind. | encouruge you to
live your life with pussion.

Many things huve changed for our
breed since my first JNHE in Milwaukee. The
size of our event hus chunyed, the junior
membership is increusing und the cuttle
dre better thun ever. | huve been uble to
change us well. | took this advice und mude
my fime us u junior one of which | um proud.

It is hever too lute to tuke the udvice | wus
onhce yiven und fo implement it in your life.
| have one lust JNHE to uttend us chairman
of the NJHA junior bourd. | um excited ubout
the opportunity fo see dll of you hext summer,
but meunwhile, | encouruyge you to put these
three thinys into action now: set youls, muke
friends und, most of dll, find your pussion. <
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by Brooklyn Adam

Every fdll in Kansus City,
Mo., during the Americun
Roydl, the American
Hereford Associution
(AHA) hosts its Annual
Membership Meeting und
Conference. This unnuul meeting ullows dll
members to come toyether for u frude show,
educutionul sessions, honoree reception
and the membership Meeting where three
new directors ure elected to the AHA Bourd
of Directors. To view the 2018 deleyute list,
pleuse visit the unnual meeting section of
Hereford.ory.

This year's meeting will be Oct. 26-28, at
The Westin Kunsus City ut Crown Center.
The frude show und educutionul forums
will be Friduy und the membership meeting
will be Suturday. These events ure open
to dll members und Hereford youth und
is a wonderful opportunity to get more
informution regarding the breed und its
activities. The AHA annuul meeting is u
staple in our hational orgunization due to
the many fopics that will be discussed und
decided on, ull to muke our breed better.

All youth members ure encouraged fo uttend the Hereford Honorees reception Friday evening.

There is u schedule thut lays out the entire
unnudl meeting with dll the important detdils
regurding pluce und time ut Hereford.org.
All youth members are encouraged to
uttend the Hereford Honorees reception
Friduy evening where the Hereford Herituge
Hall of Fume und Merit und Hereford Youth
Foundation of Americu (HYFA) scholarship
winners will be unnounced. The wihners
of the Fed Steer Shootout will ulso be
unhounced und presented with uwurds.
The Hereford Honorees Reception cocktuil
hour will kick off the Friduy eveniny event ut
5:30 p.m. ut The Westin, with the program

There will be un open house ut the AHA Heudqguarters from 8-10 u.m. Friday.
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beyinning ut 6:30. To RSVP, pleuse visit
Hereford.ory.

Before the trude show beyins on Friday,
there will be un open house ut the AHA
Heudqyuurters from 8 u.m. until 10 u.m. The
AHA relocuted their heudyuurters in Februury
2018 since the old building wus purchused
und is how beiny turned into u hew hotel
conference center for the downtown Kansus
City ureu, The hew heudqyuurters is in the
old TWA Corporute Heudyuurters Building ut
11500 N. Ambussudor Dr. This building udds
u bit of u historicul value to Kunhsus City us
it wus previously the heudyuurters for the
Transcontinental Air Transport. This building
is u lurge four-story buildinyg thut houses
severdl businesses und compunies, including
Americun Hereford Associution locuted on
the fourth floor in suite 410. The office is how
dll on one floor with hallways connecting
every depurtment. The hew office ulso
includes un upduted version of the museum
that was in the old office.

We encouraye everyone to stop by
sometime und tuke u look ut the history of
our breed. When you cull the hew office,
you will be connected to our wonderful
receptionist who cun then forwurd your cull
o uny AHA stuff member. The hew office is u
new, updated und fresh home for AHA and
we cun't wuit to see everyone during the 2018
AHA Annuadl Meeting. €


https://hereford.org/events/annual-meeting/
https://hereford.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/AnnualMeeting_Schedule2018.pdf
https://americanherefordassociation.formstack.com/forms/2017_annual_meeting_rsvp_copy

SHOOTOUT GAINS MOMENTUM

by Abigail Spindle

The NJHA Fed Steer
Shootout is un umuziny
opportunity for the youth
of the Hereford breed
to guin knowledye und
experience ubout the
cuttle feediny industry und
how Hereford genetics perform in the feed
yard. The purticipunts of the contest ure
duble to see their steers” curcuss merit und
performance us well as profitability. There
have been two contest groups that have
been processed in 2018 und from those

u combined 149 steers from 37 members
und 13 stutes have competed in yeur two.
There ure numerous uwurds presented ut
the Americun Hereford Associution’s (AHA)
Annudl Meeting Honorees Reception. These
awards include champion and reserve
purebred Hereford pen, chumpion und
reserve commerciul pen, chuampion und
reserve individuul purebred Hereford steer
and champion and reserve individudl
commercidl steer.

The delivery dute for yeur three of the
cohtest is quickly upprouching. Steers must
be delivered to Gregory Feedlots Inc.
Nov. 17- 25, 2018, to participate in the
2019 contest. Greyory Feedlofts is locuted
in Tubor, lowd, which is about 35 miles south
of Omuhu, Neb. To be eligible, the steers
must be born in 2018,

puying for feed and different
maunugement practices
throughout the contest.
Upon arrivdl, the steers
yet two weeks to udjust o
the hew surroundings und
feed before information
is recorded on the
animal. After the warm-
up period, the steers
yo through a vuriety of
beyinning freatments and
meusurements. They yet
ultrasound medsurements,
starting weights, tays, tissue
sumples, VituCharge®
drench und stress tubs,
vaccinations und

de-wormer implunt, All the

steers receive the exuct sume treutments
und feediny practices throughout the
durdtion of the contest.

So far, there have been three webinurs
done lust spring with educdational content
ubout the Fed Steer Shootout contest und
feedlot cuttle in yenerdl. In those webinurs,
it wus mentioned that 1,289 miles is the
farthest distunce traveled from ranch to
the feedlot. This proves thut this program
is hutionwide, where you cun compete
uguinst cuttle from dll over the country. The

webinars are useful tools

must weigh between 500-
800 Ib. und be weuned
for at leust 45 days. The
purticipunt hus severdl
options whenh choosing
which unimuils to use. It is
u steers only contfest, but
you cun choose either a
single unimal or u group
of three. They cun ulso be
either purebred Hereford
or commerciul steers that
meet CHB live-unimal
specifications. The best
part of the confest is that
dll costs ure covered by
the feedlot und tuken out
of the revehue yeneruted
from the steer. Therefore,
the purticipunt does not
need o worry ubout

Trevor uhd Tute Johnhsoh, Centerville,
S.D., conhsighed the highest marbling
score steer with their commerciul culf
in the 2017 NJHA Fed Steer Shootout.

to keep up to dute with
everything industry bused
ubout the competition.
In the second Fed Steer
Shootout Webinur about
yenetics, AHA's Director
of Breed Improvement
Shune Bedwell suid, “What
we've ygot to yet our heads
wrdpped dround is how we
fprovide the commercidl
cuttleman with the best
genhetic puckayge avdiluble
in order for him fo be
profitable. If we can do
that Herefords are going fo
be sustainuble and lust
lony time.”

Trevor Johnson, from
South Dukotu, wus one
of the purticipunts of

last year's NJHA Fed Steer Shootout. He
redlly enjoyed the contest suying, “The
shootout wus very educutionul und opened
my eyes to every uspect of the entire

cuttle industry, especidlly beyond just the
cow-culf und seedstock sector. | yuined
knowledye on everything from feedyurd
munuygement, unimal hedlth protocols,
building feed rations, marketing und even
the finuncidl side of feeding cuttle.”

Trevor und his brother, Tute, had the yroup
of three buldy steers named highest marbling
score in the contest. The group they entered
were steers sired by Hereford bulls and out
of commerciul Angus cows. At the end of
the contest when the cuttle are harvested
und gruded, purticipunts ure sent reports
from their cuttles’ performunce. This ulone is
invaluuble to the purficipunts und yives them
knowledye of their herd. The Johnson boys
were uble to guin un understunding of whaut
steps to tuke to muke sure the next person
feediny his cuttle ure successful und how to
ensure profitubility.

This program is a great way to get
involved in the ussociution without forking up
the time and expenses it tukes to prepare for
u show. It is ulso u uniyue opportunity found
only in this ussociution thut provides u look
into the cattle of your specific operution.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to get
involved in this experience thut will brouden
your horizons of the beef industry. €
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by Bailey Jones

Gigyles of youny
children, the poundiny of
100 shoes, und the loud
bunys us balloons pop
are the sounds that filled
the hull in Grand Islund,
Neb. More thun 160 Nutional Junior Hereford
Associution (NJHA) members, from hewbies
fo lust-yeur members, yuthered in the Quilt
Room of the Pinhucle Bunk Expo Center for
the unveiling of our newest program ut the
2018 Junior Nutionul Hereford Expo (JNHE).
The Hereford Pen-to-Pen progrum, u
revamp of the pust mentor program und
new comer orientution, was unveiled with an
affernoon of fun und games. The members
were edch ygiven u curd und told that one
or two others would have the sume curd.
These curds would defermine who these
members would be puired up with hot only

Bailey
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that uffernoon, but us u pen pul throughout
the yeur und hopefully for yeurs to come.
One of the muin gouls of this program is

o introduce new members to other juniors
from different states to ullow them to feel
more comfortuble us they adjust to un event
with almost 1,000 uttendees und yive them
lifelony friends that this association hus given
me and so muny other members.

As the Pen-to-Pen progrum udvances, we
want to udd more gatherings und activities
throughout the week such us scuvenyer
hunts, fun get-togethers und many others.

As u soon to be retiring NJHA board director
und junior member, | would love to see the
progrum grow throughout the yeurs und yive
youny members forever friends und mentors
that this program gave me us un 8-year-old
newbie, with ho clue whut wus going on.

It is umazing us | ygrow up fo watch my
youny protéyés get more involved und shine
like the awesome kids | know they ure. |

always make d point of frying o find them at
every show we both uttend und yet u picture.
The Hereford Pen-to-Pen program is u
yreut wuy for juniors to yet inspired und to
yget involved. Meetiny und inferucting with
older juniors inspired Me o not only compete
in ofther contests, but to yet involved ut u
higher level such as attending Faces of
Leudership. The relutionships | have built
throughout the yeurs thut stem from this
progrum have dllowed me to know that ho
mutter where in the country | um, there is
always someone there that will welcome me
with open arms if | happen to break down in
the middle of howhere; or thut there is ulways
someone to turh to, to talk ubout switching
cureer puths halfway through colleye to
follow my dreums when it isn't “the hormul”
for a kid with an agriculture background like
me. | truly believe in this progyram und cunnot
wuit o help expund it this yeur und see it
evolve und yet better for yeurs to come. <



by Samuel Lawrence

This yeur on the Hereford
Express in Grund Islund,
Neb., the openiny
ceremonies were

like nothing we have
seeh before ut the Juhior
Nutionul Hereford Expo (JNHE). How, you usk?
In previous yeurs, euch und every stute wus
culled up to the showring to get their annudl
membership picture ut the buckdrop. Once
dll the stutes had gotten their picture tuken,
they puraded through the ring with their state
flag while fun facts were unnounced dubout
their state and the humber of juniors involved
in their stute associdtion. This yeur, we fried
something u litfle different. Insteud of haviny
the entire junior membership from euch stute
purude through the riny, the stute selected
groups of five or three Herefords paraded
through the ring und were judged by the
Americun Hereford Associution Herdsmaun of
the Yeur, It wus fruly u different, but unique
opehing ceremonies.

This yeur, the stutes were represented by
their group of five or yroup of three. We hud
gredut purticipution in the different group
classes this yeur. The group clusses were
exhibited throughout the course of openiny
ceremonies. The primary purpose behind
the group clusses is to bring recoynition to
the stutes us u feum figure und to highlight
juniors with uccelerated breeding programs.
The ygroup clusses that were offered include:
stute group of five, stute group of three,
produce-of-dum beiny u yroup of two, junior
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breeder groups of three und
udult breeder yroups of three.

The lurge stutes, or stutes thut
hud 25 heud or more entered ut
JNHE, hud u total of 16 entries ut
five heud per entry. Euch stute
selected their fop five heud from
different juniors in their stute to
muximize their chunces for the
fitle of chumpion. Texus took
the fitle us chumpion yroup of
five and Okluhomui finished us
reserve chumpions.

For the smuller stutes, or stutes
thut hud less thun 25 heud
entered ut JNHE, we had u fotdl
of seven different stutes represented. The
smuller stutes showed yroups of three. The
stute of Georyiu exhibited the chumpion
yroup of three und Kentucky brought home
the reserve chumpion title.

Produce-of-dum wus a group cluss
incorporuted this year in order to highlight
some of the top donors in the Hereford
breed thut ure owned by juniors. In order
for un exhibitor o huve un entry for the
produce-of-dum cluss, they had to have
two bred-und-owned unimals that were
out of the sume cow. There were u totdl of
23 entries in the produce-of-dum cluss. This
fruly speuks volumes to the yudlity of junior
breediny progyrums in the Hereford breed.
Rylee Burber took the title us chumpion
in the produce-of-dum group cluss.

There were a yrand fotal of 19 different
exhibitors thut competed in the junior
breeder group of three cluss. In order for u
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junior fo purticipute in this yroup cluss, they
had to have three culves that were bred-
und-ownhed.

The udult breeder group cluss wus
unother yroup cluss exhibited fowurd
the end of the opening ceremonies.

Any three cualves that were sold by uny
ranch or furm yudlified for this cluss. There
were u totul of four different groups thut
purticiputed in this cluss. Buck Cuttle

Co. wus selected us champion.

This yeur, our judye for ull of the yroup
clusses wus the Hereford Herdsmaun of the
Yeur, Eric Eldridge. Eric is the herdsmun ut
Colyer Hereford & Angus runch in Brunedu,
|duho, where they run uround 500 heud of
Hereford und Angus cuttle. We would like to
thank Eric for judyiny these clusses for us on
the Hereford Express at the 2018 JNHE. We
look forward to unother yreut yeur of group
clusses in Denver with Herefords on the Hill. <

ENwdr rar o

L

Fall 2018 / the advantage 5



Faces of Leadership is commifted to the growth of
‘members and the opportunity fo leamn from all different aspects of agriculfuré-—... -

by Brandt Downing

Seventy-six juhior
members, uyes 14 to 21,
from ucross the country
yot to experience

that Cdlifornia isn’t dll
surfers und celebrities. We
fraveled to the Golden stute for the ninth
anhuul Fuces of Leudership conference to
experience the ugriculturdl diversity of the
West Coust.

The week sturted out with members
arriving to the Sun Fruncisco Airport und
fraveling to Modesto to have the opening
ceremony und listen to Kenny Aronoff, u
very talented and famous drummer. He
hus pluyed for many biy sturs including
Johnny Cush, Elfon John, The Rolling Stones
and more. He not only played for us, but
reminded us of the importunce of udversity
und determinution. He shured life lessons
and taught us to never give up ho mutter the
circumstance. Aronoff guve members u high
energy start to un exciting week.

The hext duy, members leurned ubout
wulhut und ulmond yroves ut Sierru Runches
while looking ut their herd of Herefords. Tim
und Kura Colemaun welcomed the group
with open urms. We were uble to look ut u
locul vineyurd und even tuste some yrupes.
We leurned from locul experts from both the
nut industry aund the vineyard industry.

From there, we were off to experience u
robotic duiry. Members experienced the new
technoloyy und milkiny process first hund.
Six-hundred heud munuged by severdl
people und muny robots yuve u glimpse of
whuat the future of ugriculture could look like.

Next, we went to Rutto Bros. Fresh
Produce. Participunts leurned ubout the

Brandt
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compuny’s rich history und leurned ubout
the process from furm to shelf of muny types
of produce growh in Northern Cdliforniu.
Then it wus buck o the hotel to listen to
yuest speuker, Rick Mulir and usk roundtable
yuestions with industry leuder
und Hereford breeder, Mutt Leo.

Our first stop of the finul day
wus Pedretti Runches where we
were welcomed with yoodie
buys und foured their Line One
Hereford operation. We ulso
viewed the duiry side of their
operution und went onto the milking floor
to see how u fraditional milking operation is
run. After this we walked through the almond
hulling process ut RPAC Almonds. Getting to
see the entire hulling process wus u uniyue
opportunity for junior members. Participunts
were even uble fo tuste the fresh ulmonds.

On our trip back, we mude u findl stop
by Hilmar Cheese Fuctory fo round out our
look ut the duiry industry. Members mude
cheese und leurned ubout the process of
furning milk into different duiry products seen
in stores.

The cherry on top waus u Hornblower
dinner cruise on the San Francisco Bay, We
went beneuth the Golden Gute Bridye,
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Alcutruz und enjoyed u fun hight of dinner
und duncing with u spectacular view
of the sunset on the wuter, It’s likely dll
purticipunts cun conclude it wus definitely
u tfrip for the books, which every person
leurned something new ubout
diversified ugriculture,
Leudership, networking,
communicution skills und
ugricultural diversity were
some of the experiences
members took home und
have u hew outlook on. The
Fuces of Leudership conference is focused
on leudership development for the junior
members from dll around the country.
Members suw the production process of so
muny different goods including fresh nuts,
milk, cheese, collurd yreens, tomatoes,
leffuce und of course, some yood Hereford
cuttle too. To see furm-to-plute from so
muny different industries waus fruly u unique
opportunity for the junior members. It wus
three duys pucked with so much to see,
leurn und experience. Keep u look out for
information onh next yeur's conference which
will be in Nebraska, You won't want to miss the
invaludble time with friends leurning ubout
leudership und ugriculture us u whole. <€




Keayla Harr,
Jeromesville, Ohio

Keayla hus been a Nutiondl
Junior Hereford Associution
(NJHA) member for 14
yeurs, since her first junior
national in 2004 in Tunicy,
Miss. She yrew up in horth
central Ohio in the smaill
town of Jeromesville where
her and her family run 80
purebred Hereford cows
and custom munage 100
purebred heifers for people
from many different stutes.
Growing up daround o custom fitting business
that her puarents ran, Kueyla wus born for the
show burn, She beyun her show cureer very
nuturdlly, as traveling fo hational shows was
u hormal fumily vacution. Over her showiny
cureer in the Hereford ring, she can mostly
be found showing bred-und-owned heifers,
bulls or cow-cdlf pairs.

Keuylu’s involvement in the ugriculture
industry extends from beihy the president of
the Ohio Junior Hereford Associution (OJHA)
to her locul FFA chapter, dlong with holding
severdl other positions in the OJHA, FFA und
4-H. Some of her fuvorite leadership events
with the NJHA dre the Fuces of Leudership
conferences. Keuylu yives the NJHA credit for
muny of the leudership und communicution
skills she hus developed which huve helped
set her up for future success in the industry.

Keuylu is u senior mujoring in unimul
science ut Kunsus Stute University. She hopes
to continue her educution in graduute
school in the areu of meut science or
ruminunt nutrition. Her goul ufter colleye is to
obtdin a job in the agriculture industry und
then return home to Ohio u few yeurs |uter to
ygrow her Hereford herd und operution.

No matter where her cureer puth takes
her she suys, " couldn’t imugine life without u
bunch of Hereford people.” Keuyld’s biggest

ygoul ut home is to have their
production sule unnually
instead of biunnudlly, like it

is NOW.

With it beiny Keuyld's lust
yedr us u junior exhibitor,
she definitely went out
with @ banyg winnhing many
scholarships at this year’s
Junior Nutionul Hereford
Expo (UNHE) und being u
nominee for the Hereford
Herdsmun of the Yeur for u
second time. She felf very
humbled und honored
hedaring her name cualled out many times
und thanks the NJHA for giving her these
opportunities to be involved und receive
scholurships. Although Keuylu's purents
couldnt muke the trip to Grand Islund this
yeur, she felt right at home spending fime
with her Ohio Hereford family und helping
out youhger junior members with their cuttle.

One piece of udvice Keuylu would like
o give juniors is to surround themselves with
yood people, who ure even better role
models. The most importunt part of leurning
she suys is to never stop leurning. Over her
junior cureer Keuylu becume successful by
leurniny from other successful people und
never sucrificing her inteyrity.

role model, Emilie Miller-Fink, who wus u junior
bourd member ut the time. Growing up,
Ruchuel wus dedicuted to showing cuttle
und more importuntly cuttle thut her und
her fumily ruised. Her und her brother Austin
grew up on their fumily ranch, Showshoe
Cuttle Co., in south centraul Montuna where
they run 150 purebred Herefords. Over the
course of Ruchael’s showing cureer, she is
proud to suy thut every heifer she exhibited
ut the JNHE wus u bred-und-owned femule.
Not only did she show heifers she ruised,

but one of her dll-time fuvorites wus her
steer numed Alfred. Ruchuel exhibited
Alfred at the 2013 JNHE und then showed
him at the Montunu Stute Fuir where he
wus selected chumpion steer overdll.

Ruchuel yraduuted from Kunsus Stute
University this pust May in unimul science
und is how uttending luw school ut the
University of Wyoming. Her pluns are to be in
law school for the next three yeurs und then
yo on to yet u job working with wuter rights
issues, property disputes, ugriculture policy
or muny other uniyue uspects of ugriculture
law. Rachael knows that no matter where in
her career puth she ends up she will always
stuy closely connected to the uyriculture
industry und continue fo help her fumily
ruise Hereford cuttle.

As un NJHA member, Ruchuel hus mude
muny connections ucross the country und
knows her Hereford fumily is to thank for thut,
One of her most fuvorite things ubout beiny
u purt of the Hereford breed is the endless
support she hus received from her second
family. In her first years of college, Ruchuel
played college volleybull und would travel
ucross the country to play. Even though
she could be countless miles away from
home, her Hereford family was always there
o support her us she pluyed. Attending
school in Kunsus, Ruchuel met the Bishop-
Weduber fuamily und they took her under their
wing. This pust yeur Ruchuel enjoyed riding
ulony to different spring shows with their
kids und beiny there fo help in uny way. This

fruly showed her how the

Rachael Buzanowski,
Pompeys Pillar, Mont.
Ruchuel begun her NJHA
cureer ut the JNHE in 2004
in Tunica, Miss. Although she
wus only 7 yeurs old ut the
fime, she mude connections
that lasted throughout

her whole junior cureer,
Looking buck, she met one
of her yood friends, Jessicu
Middleswarth, at her first junior
national und also found her

Hereford family will forever
work in umuzing ways to
stuy connected. Her udvice
to current und future juniors
is fo work hurd, becuuse
hard work is what makes
gouls obtainuble. Also,
Rachuel believes that ho
ohe should ever be ufruid to
usk for help, and that juniors
should rely on a mentor to
ussist them in leurning. <

Fall 2018 / the cdvantage 7



FINDING YOUR

ICHE

by Montana Lawrence

When | wus younger

| used to wonder if |
would ever find my
place in the Hereford
world. Growinhyg up und
working on my family’s farm | watched

my eldest brother excel in every ureu of
herdsmanship. It wus cleur fo me even
then that he would someday become u
phenomenul cuttlemun. |, however, wus left
to wonder if | would ever find my “hiche”

in the cuttle industry. It wus not until later in
my life that | learned just how many diverse
opportunities our industry hus o offer und
found my pluce in it.

Michelle Weber is u livestock urtist who
has found her own unigue way to contribute
to the cuttle industry by using her artistic
talents to promote ayriculture und support
cuttle youth ucross the country. In recent
weeks | had the pleusure of interviewing
her to discuss her history in agriculture, her
pussion for urt und her recent involvement

three children, Reese, Andi und Wacey.
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with the Nutional Junior
Hereford Associution (NJHA).

Michelle is ho strunger
fo uyriculture or the cuttle
industry. Her inferest in art und
agriculture begun ut u youny
uge us she grew up on u
large crop furming operution
in Windom, Minn. As Michelle
progressed through high
school und into colleye, her
talent for urt and pussion for cuttle begyaun fo
develop info more thun just u hobby. While
uttending South Dukotu State University,
Michelle plunned tfo study urt, uy und
educution, but eventudlly chose to pursue
u degree in murketing. This branch of study
opened Michelle’s eyes to the murketubility
of her art in the livestock industry und
ultimutely served us the platform from which
she launched her career us un artist. Michelle
now lives on u cuttle ranch neur Luke Benton,
Minn., where she raises purebred Ahgus
cuttle with her husbund, Jesse und their soon
o be four children. As | listened to Michelle
talk, it becume cleur that her pussion for
cuttle und runch life fuels her urtistic work. At
onhe point she guve me u simple explunution
saying, “Art and Agriculture have dlways
been in My life.” From her perspective the
two go hand in hund.

While Michelle hus been uctive in
the cuttle industry for mauny yeurs, her
involvement in the NJHA is u more recent
development. This pust summer the NJHA
contructed Michelle fo produce u puinting
o be sold us u fundruiser during the Junior
Nutional Hereford Expo (JNHE). If you
uttended the JNHE you muy have seen u
dlimpse of this beautiful piece us it was beiny
uuctioned off during the uwards ceremony.
The puinting wus sold und donuted buck
twice before it wus findlly secured by Moss
Neck Herefords of Virginiu, Our other buyers
included JB Herefords, Refuyio, Texus, und
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The NJHA conftracted Michelle
Weber (left) fo produce u
puinting fo be uuctioned off
us a fuhdraiser during the 2018
JNHE. “Not Just u Duy Dreum”
(ubove) ruised more thun
$20,000 for Hereford youth.

Nolun Herefords, Gilmer, Texus. All in dll
Michelle’s work raised more thun $20,000
worth of funding for the NJHA and its bourd
of directors. This fundraiser served as u greut
testimony not only to Michelle’s tulent, but
dlso to the generosity of our Hereford fumilies.

Michelle has dlso been working closely
with the Hereford Youth Founddution of
Americu (HYFA) fo produce u series of
children’s books desighed to promote
Hereford cuttle and to support youth through
the Foundution 1 program, Her first book,
“Hurvey,” wus releused eurly this summer.
This book is one of u series, the next of which
should be releused some time in December.
“Hurvey” is uvdiluble for purchuse ut
ShopHereford.com und oh Michelle’s own
web site MichelleWeberStudio.com where
you cun ulso find countless examples of her
beauutiful puintings.

As my conversution with Michelle came
o u close, she left me with u purting thought
for anyone looking to make u difference
in the Hereford world. “Find your niche!”
Like Michelle | believe thut euch of us has
something wonderful to contribute to the
cuttle industry. Wherever your tulent lies,
whether it be in art, marketing, herdsmanship,
educution, communicution, leudership und
etfc. Be ussured, there is u pluce for you in the
Hereford family und once you find it you'll
never furn buck. In the words of Michelle
Weber, “It's been u greut summer with the
Hereford Associution!” And | think we cun dll
look forward to muny more. <€


http://shophereford.com
https://shophereford.com
http://webercustompainting.com

HEREFORD PREP

by Rylee Barber

The Hereford Prep
Collection hus taken
the Hereford juniors
orgunhization by storm
with their cute t-shirts,
other uppdarel und fun
items. Hereford Prep Collection hus ulso
been u mujor donor to the Hereford Youth
Foundution of Americu (HYFA) us u member
of the Foundation 1 Club. The Foundution 1
Club is u yroup of breeders und businesses
who donute 1% of their sule gross or profits fo
HYFA to benefit leudership, scholurship und
educutionul experiences for Hereford youth.
This closely uligns with Hereford Prep’s youl
of keepiny kids in ayriculture und providing
uniyue opportunities for youny people to
leurn more ubout operuting u business.
Hereford Prep Collection is u unique
business that is completely run by youth. The
faces behind Hereford Prep might be familiar
to you if you stopped by the booth at Junior
Nutionul Hereford Expo (JNHE) or if you “like”
them on Fucebook. The yirls behind it dill
have u pussion for Hereford cuttle und the
Nutionul Junior Hereford Associution (NJHA).
These yirls ure pussionute ubout the
Hereford breed und shured what they liked

HERE I-.-'(')R1I. ) PREP

COLLECTION

most ubout Hereford cuttle.
Severdl suid thut the industry
und people were whut mude
them love Herefords so much,
us well us their culm demeunor
und persondlities.

When | usked the yirls ubout
the story behind Hereford
Prep und why they started
this business they euch had
u different outlook, but the
common theme behind it wus
they wunted to promote the
Hereford breed in u fun way
that was unigue to them. Taylor
Curry ulso udded, “Hereford
Prep Collection wus started to
tfeuch the younyest generation
in the cuttle industry ubout
murketing, communicution skills
und promotion of u cute, chic
clothing line and u greut breed of cuttle.”

Through promoting Herefords und
Hereford Prep severdl of the yirls have had
the privilege to travel uround the country
und to the JNHE. All of the yirls hud high
pruise for the JNHE und some of their fuvorite
purts included the leurning experiences,

Hereford Prep Collection is u uhique business that is completely run by youth.

Sydhey Dvoruk from South Dukotu shows off her Hereford Prep
weur ut Fuces of Leudership.

opportunities, the people involved und the
new friends thut they yet 1o muke euch yeur.

While running Hereford Prep Collection
und beiny involved in dll uspects of the
business, the yirls have u uniyue opportunity
o help design the clothes us well us model
them. When asked whaut their fuvorite item
wus in the store euch one of them hud u
different unswer. Their fuvorites included the
tie-dye funny pucks which debuted ut JNHE,
they suid they were the perfect uccessory to
curry dll of their stuff to the burn in. Ahother
favorite wus the sweutpunt muteriul shorts
in olive green. The yirls claim that they are
the perfect thing to weur on lony roud trips
to cuttle shows. And while the yirls love dll of
the Hereford Prep Collection items their lust
favorite is the “Messy Bun und Getting Things
Done” shirt. This shirt is at the fop of the lists for
their favorite items.

Hereford Prep Collection is more than
just u cute store. The people behind it know
the benefit of helpiny youny people und
showiny our future leuders thut there ure
jobs involving ayriculture out there for them.
[t is extremely importunt to keep reminding
kids ubout uygriculture und keeping them
involved. Hereford Prep Collection is ull ubout
supporting the youth in every way possible
and that is why they have chosen to be a
purt of the Foundation 1 Club. <«

Fall 2018 / the odvontage 9



by Brooke Hinojosa-Sidwell

When looking ut the lives of muny successful
Hereford enthusiusts, we often usk ourselves;
where dre they how und how did they yet
there? Shellie Collins, Okluhomu, u fifth
ygenerution Hereford breeder, hus been
through the ropes more than most of us. Shellie
hus been involved in many changes within the breed us well us
having much success within the breed. This success reaches further
than her individuully us Shellie und her husbund, Colby, strive for
success with their three daughters.

| got the chunce to cutch up with Shellie Moore Collins, u former
NJHA bourd president und Nutionul Hereford Women freusurer und
ask her u few yuestions.

What inspired you to be a woman in agriculture?

To be honest with you everything in my life hus inspired me o be

u woman in ugriculture, | um u fifth generation Hereford breeder.

| was born into this industry aund quite frankly, didn't ever wunt to

be u part of unything else. My path thankfully was blessed with

muny opportunities und roles und | fried to do the best that | could.
Sometimes it wush’t yood enough. But sometimes it wus just what wus
needed. God sent me to my husbund, Colby Collins, und toduy we
have three beuutiful daughters, Cierra, Claire and Cricket, that we
dre blessed fo raise on his family’s ranch in southwest, Oklauhoma.
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Could you please explain the significance of the maroon
jacket and how that effected you?

Beiny ruised neck-deep in the Hereford breed | wus fortunate enough
growiny up to be u purt of both the horned und polled sides of the
industry. To youny people thut seems foreign but to older people they
understund. There wus u divide und u difference in the pust. Being u
part of what brought the two sides together wus what | felt was best
for the breed us u whole. | knew deep dowh that combining the two
ussociutions wus essentiul to the Hereford breed’s overull success.
Looking buck and how seeing how everything has maintained at a
higher level, | know we mude the right choices und um very glud that
| wus U purt of it.

What’s your biggest accomplishment in the indusiry? How
did you get there?

I'm not sure where to divide the line here. | hud u cureer for six yeurs
us un uyriculturdl loun officer with Furm Credit und u commercidl
bunk before | “retired” to ruise our fumily. During that time | helped
muny strugyling farmers and ranchers in our areu to become more
finuncidlly stuble. | um very proud of thut. | personally have had many
auccomplishments in the industry. | wus selected us un All-Americun
Livestock Judye in 2002 und wus oh the hational champion livestock
judyging teum, | helped merye the junior horned und polled Hereford
associations und served us president of the NJHA. | wus a part of the
Nutionul Hereford Women's merger und served us their freusurer. Our
family hus raised many champions in the showring und our daughters
ure just yetting started. | truly hope that this is just the beginning for
our family. Getfting any of these tasks done requires G strony desire,
work ethic und determination to do the right thing. Those three things
cun help unyone uccomplish unything.

Being a mom of three precious little girls, what’s the best
advice you can give them to be as successful as you?

You have fo maintain faith in God. Bottom line. That is the foundation
und fundumental position to uny person with success. | um trying to
ingrain in them to be the yirl worth wuaiting for. Life can be as hard

or us eusy us you muke it. Work hurd und eurn whut you receive.
Success does hot come to those that ure waiting on the sidelines. You
have to yet in there und yive it your best. Sometimes thut is not yood
enhouygh to win, but your nume will be out there und if you do it with
dignity, someone out there will hotice und yive you the shot that you
dre heeding und looking for. No one is perfect! When you mess up
and you will, admit it, take responsibility for your mistake and move
on. The world will hot end becuuse of your mistuke, but you cun
choose to muke it better. We strive for better.

How does the Hereford family vary from any other indusiry
as a family?

The dynumics of the Hereford fumily have changed in the lust
decude with people from other breeds wunting to breed and show
Hereford cuttle, but fundumentully we stick toyether. Values, fumily
and frust are the foundation of the Hereford family. Even if you are
new fo it you see it und strive to be a part of it. That is whut sets us
upurt und mukes u difference to people thut ure purt of our breed.
Beiny purt of the Hereford fumily is speciul und | hope everyone
involved in our breed continues to put values, fumily und trust first so
we cuh continue to yrow und improve the Hereford breed.

After the interview, | thought about dll women in agriculture, not
just the Hereford breed. As | thought ubout dll the uccomplishments
that men und women have made, | cume to believe the words to
live by in ugriculture ure us Shellie suid, “values, fumily and frust.” <€



by Taylor Belle Matheny

If you ure u member of the
Nutional Junior Hereford
Association (NJHA), there is
someone to say thank you
to. It may be your purents,
grundpurents, aunts und
uncles, or your sibling

that makes it possible for

you to be purt of one of the
greutest junior ussociutions — the NJHA. Year
ufter yeur our loved ones und mentors ensure
that we have cuttle to show ut the Junior
Nutionul Hereford Expo (JNHE), steers for the
Fed Steer Shootout und flights booked to
uttend Fuces of Leudership. There ure ulways
people working behind the scenes thut heed
to be thanked.

From some of my earliest JNHE's |
remember VituFerm® t-shirt duy und the
support they guve to make our event
such u success. Throughout my fime
us Jjunior, | huve seen VituFerm mauke
continuul steps to improve our ussociution
for the betterment of junior members.

One of the most recent initiutives mude
with VitaFerm aund the Hereford Youth
Foundution of Americu (HYFA) wus the
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Taylor'Belle!

Feed the Future Program. This program
encouruyes Hereford breeders to purchuse
yudlifying VitaFerm products und submit
their receipts dll while helping the future of
Hereford youth. One dollur from every buy
or tub purchused is donuted to HYFA.

As junior members, we ure usking for your
help fo spreud the word ubout Feed the
Future. Encouraye the people who muke it
possible for you to be a member of the NJHA
o follow these steps.

Select the correct VituFerm
supplement to muximize the
potentiul of your cow herd.
Eligible products include
ConcepteAid®, Heut™,
Cuttlemun’s Blend™, the Mineral Lyk
Tub, 30:13 Protfein Tub™, Roughuge
Fortifier, Sure Start® Pellet and hew
this year, VituCharge Stress Tubs.

Euch time you purchuse un
eligible VitaFerm product, take
u picture of your invoice with
your smurtphone or cumeru
and emuil u copy of the
invoice to Hereford@biozymeinc.com
or text your picture(s) to 816-383-3109.

BioZyme will donute $1 per
buy or tub with proof of
purchuse to HYFA. Donations
will be mude unnudlly.

Throughout the pust yeur, breeders from
dll over the country have participated in
Feed the Future. From coust to coust receipts
have been submitted from furms, runches
und breeders who ure looking to muke a
difference in the lives of Hereford youth.
Becuuse of their yenerous support lust yeur,
VituFerm donauted $14,000 fo HYFA. This yeur
our youl is to double the umount of receipts
submitted und in turn double lust years
incredible donution.,

There ure muny people in our lives to
suy thank you to for muking our time us u
member of the NJHA possible. When you
dre encouruyging your purents to submit
receipts, tuke the time fo suy thank you. Thank
them for ullowing you to be ruised in the
Hereford breed thut is setting u foundution
for your future. As we fell them thunk you, lefs
remember to suy thank you fo VituFerm for
their continued support of the NJHA. With their
support, the NJHA will continue to provide
leudership, educution und scholaurship
opportunities to juniors just like you. <
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Good morning, good evening, and how do you do?
I'm back again to share a thought with you.

It's really important to those I know,
5o sit back, relax and enjoy the show.

We all are busy from sun up to sun down,
with chores on top of chores, no playing around.

Sometimes we feel like there’s too much to do,
with washing and blowing and clipping them too.

Working the ground and planting the crops,
cutting the hay, it seems the work never stops.

Keeping our grades up at school and college,
playing some sports and gaining some knowledge.

Seeing dear friends that will always help out,
yes in a tight squeeze, they are there, no doubt.

We all have faith that things will work out,
because we serve the Lord who sees us throughout.

Ups and downs and sometimes sharp turns
and all along, we begin to learn.

Things of most value you cannot buy,
like time and health and strong family ties.

As we look around and take a good gander,
seeing the splendor makes life much grander.
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We know we have loved ones who count on us each day, We should desire to be the leader who cares,

and we know what to do, they don’t have to say.

Our elders with wisdom and parents support,
siblings with promise and babies of course.

They all are encouraging and cheering us on,
to take the role of “Getting it done.”

No matter the task, how small or large,
we know it's important to take charge.

We never sit idle when there’s work to be done,
because being a leader means “Getting it done.”

We do our best to get it right,
there's no time to argue who's wrong or who's right.

Time is a gift and deadlines are real,
50 when you're a leader you don't just sit still.

Remember working together is half of the task
and being a leader means they don’t have to ask.

We don't take shortcuts when time is tight,
to do a poor job means to not get it right.

Remember all eyes are watching to see,
if we are trustworthy and behave honorably.

one who lifts up and teaches and shares.

Who makes a difference in all that they do,
because they work hard and possess integrity too.

Leadership means more than taking the lead,
it means “Getting it done” and working with humility.

Sharing our talents whatever they are,
in whatever capacity and however far.

From the smallest of jobs to the tallest of orders,
a leader delivers not cutting the corners.

There are things we must learn and things we may teach,
times to be silent and times we should speak.

But the thing I must stress, so important indeed,
is to be a good leader by working diligently.

Work hard, be kind, and remain trustworthy too,
cause living on a farm, people are counting on you.

Just put forth the effort to “getting it done”
and I promise there will still be time to have some fun.

So now you know what I wanted to say,
leadership means everything at the end of the day. «

NJHA Dates and Deadlines

4 ! Note: NO late entries or applications will be accepted after the postmark date of each deadline.

April 1 Spring scholurship upplication deudline on
hereford fluidreview.com

May 1 Junior Nutionul Hereford Expo (JNHE) edrly bird online
entry deudline

June 1 Advisor of the Year Award hominations due

JNHE final online entry and showmanship deadline
(No late entries accepted.)

JNHE ownership deudline

Photo confest entries due (Online only)

Showmunship und pre-peewee showmanship

entry deudline

NJHA board candidate application deadline
on hereford.fluidreview.com

June 15 Eurly bird Fuces of Leadership registration online at
JrHereford.org

Extemporuneous Speuking Contest entries due
Greut Americun CHB Grill-off recipes und entries due
Judying contest entry deudline (Online only)
[llustrated Speech Contest applications due

Peewee Speech Contest applications due

Promotional Poster Contest entries due (if undble to
attend the JNHE)

July 6-13 Junior Nutional Hereford Expo, Denver, Colo.
July 15 Final Fuces of Leudership registration deadline
July 30-August 3 Fuces of Leudership Convention, Nebraska

Sept. 1 Fdll HYFA scholarship upplicution deudline on
hereford fluidreview.com


https://hereford.fluidreview.com
https://hereford.fluidreview.com
https://hereford.org/youth/faces-of-leadership/
https://hereford.fluidreview.com

