What’s
New?

Association News and Events

“What’s New?” is a column designed to keep you in the know about Hereford happenings. You can sign up for Hereford
Headlines, an electronic newsletter distributed the first Friday of each month by the American Hereford Association (AHA)
highlighting Hereford news and events. You can also receive the Bald Faced Bottom Line, a commercially-focused electronic
newsletter sent the third Friday of each month. To subscribe to these free newsletters, send an email to outreach@hereford.org.
Archived issues are posted at Hereford.org.

Hereford World Shines
The American Hereford Association
(AHA) is longtime supporter of the
Livestock Publications Council (LPC).
LPC was founded nearly 50 years ago
to serve and advance the livestock
publishing industry. In July, Hereford
World, Hereford Publications,
Inc. (HPI) and Hereford Youth
Foundation of America (HYFA)
earned several top LPC awards
during the annual Agricultural Media
Summit in Raleigh, N.C. (see below).

Annual Meeting
Plan to be in Kansas City

The 2022 American Hereford
Association (AHA) Annual
Membership Meeting and
Conference — Built on Tradition.
Engineered to Sustain. — will be
Oct. 21-22 at The Loews Kansas
City Hotel, in Kansas City, Mo.

The weekend schedule will include
an educational forum and industry
trade show on Friday, Oct. 21.
The Annual Meeting and Hereford
Honorees breakfast will take place
Saturday morning, Oct. 22, and
will honor the 2022 Hereford
Heritage Hall of Fame and
Hereford Hall of Merit inductees.
The Hereford Youth Foundation
of America (HYFA) Scholarship
winners, as well as the National
Junior Hereford Association
(NJHA) Fed Steer Shootout winners
will be recognized at a special
awards luncheon on Friday,
Oct. 21, in conjunction with the
educational forums. The national
show award winners will be
recognized before the Ladies of the
Royal sale on Saturday, Oct. 22.
The National Hereford Queen will
be crowned for the coming year on
Sunday, Oct. 23.

2022 AHA Board Candidates
The AHA nominating committee
is pleased to announce the six
candidates nominated for election to
the AHA Board of Directors. The
candidates are:
Jim Coley
140 Morgan Rd
Lafayette, TN 37083
615-804-2221
coleyherefords@gmail.com
Hampton Cornelius
18300 Co Rd 43
LaSalle, CO 80645
970-396-2935
hampton@coyoteridgeherefords.com
Jerry Delaney
2071 Co. Rd 101
Lake Benton, MN 56149
507-820-0661
jdh@delaneyherefords.com
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Range Worthy Bulls;
Rail Worthy Steers

Retaining ownership in their Hereford-influenced calves helps Harrell Hereford Ranch and
Sierra Ranches improve their genetics and commercial customers' bottom lines.
By Katie Maupin Miller

R

unning cattle along the West Coast challenges ranchers.
Whether it is high desert rangeland flanked by mountains or
cragged foothills, Western cattle need to be rugged, sound
and hardy to thrive in this sometimes unforgiving climate. This
year’s unprecedented drought adds an extra layer of complexity for
cattlemen as water from snowpack and local reservoirs begins to
run dry.
As Bob Harrell, Jr., owner of Harrell Hereford Ranch, Baker
City, Ore., says, “This year will really test our resolve and the type
of cattle we have.”
Harrell has been testing his cattle for decades, both in their
high-country home and on the rail. Now, the carcass data and pure
performance backing his herd of Hereford cattle create significant
returns for his commercial bull buyers.
Likewise, Sierra Ranches of Modesto, Calif., added seedstock
Herefords to their own 700-head commercial cattle operation
in the mid-’90s to make the perfect commercially oriented herd
sires to pair with their straightbred, black-hided females. Today,
the operation’s commercial roots pay off in big ways for their
Hereford seedstock customers.

Harrell heritage

Harrell Hereford Ranch lies sandwiched between the Elkhorn and
Eagle Cap mountain ranges in eastern Oregon. Traces of the Oregon
Trail can still be found on the family’s third-generation ranch, which
started as an 80-acre homestead.
The Harrell family’s foray into the Hereford breed started with
Harrell’s parents, Bob and Edna. The couple purchased Line 1 and
Mark Donald genetics from Harold Thompson of TT Herefords in
the ’70s, followed by additional cattle selected from Stone Herefords
in Oregon.
Today, Harrell runs 900 cattle in the high country. The family
retains ownership of their commercial calves through harvest.
For two decades, Harrell has collected carcass data on his
Hereford-influenced fat cattle. This data serves as an invaluable
guide for the seedstock side of their operation.
“I think running commercial cows gives you a real-world
perspective when you retain ownership all the way to the finish,”
Harrell says.
Initially, the family fed cattle as part of Country Natural Beef
(CNB), an all-natural branded beef program. Harrell received
continued on page 20...
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Cataloging
Success
Herefords On Demand serves
buyers and sellers alike.
by Katie Maupin Miller

2021 Junior National Hereford Expo
July 3-9, 2021 | Kansas City, Missouri

S

itting at a computer, Kim
Prestwood, 5J Cattle Co.’s
beef cattle manager, found
his next herd sire 2,800 miles away.
Prestwood browses Herefords On
Demand catalogs on the American
Hereford Association’s (AHA)
website several times a week, and
its tools help him locate valuable
genetics for the operation.
Using the within and across
catalog search features in these
digital sale catalogs, Prestwood
can locate and study animals
excelling in profit indices and
expected progeny differences
(EPDs). One such across-catalog
inquiry led to Genoa 6011 Belle
Air 19091.
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The bull, in Prestwood’s words,
was a total standout and precisely
what they were looking for at 5J.
The beef manager likely would
never have found him without the
dynamic Herefords On Demand
search tools, as the calf was in a
sale across the country from his
Clayton, N.C., farm.
Genoa Livestock’s owner Bob
Coker, Minden, Nev., had not met
Prestwood before he called to
inquire on 19091 and to request a
hard-copy catalog. Given Coker’s
ranch is in Nevada, it is easy to see
why 5J Cattle Co. was not on Genoa
Livestock’s normal catalog mailing
list. Luckily, Prestwood’s online
searches led him to the herd sire he
was seeking when 5J purchased the
sale-topping 19091.
This sale is just one example of
how Herefords On Demand helped
5J identify cattle to complement
their program. Prestwood also
located another bull and a few
females using the same search
parameters from Hereford breeders
around the country. He considers
the service a great tool.
“I go through Herefords On
Demand catalogs on pretty much
a nightly basis, at least three or
four times a week,” Prestwood
says. “It’s very beneficial to me
because I can see the catalogs
before they’re ever mailed … and
you know when you’re looking for
a specific thing — such as a type,
animal bloodline or whatever fits
your program — you can just scan
through the search.”

Quick connections
The Hereford Publications Inc.
(HPI) Herefords On Demand online
sale catalog production system
benefits sellers and buyers alike. The
system helps breeders of all sizes
quickly and accurately create sale
catalogs using an easy-to-follow, fourstep process. With the help of HPI’s
Creative Services team, breeders can
print and mail those catalogs while
also enjoying an instant, online
version with expanded photo and
video capabilities and easy-to-use
search options.
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The resulting online catalogs
provide potential buyers with “live”
EPDs updated weekly and added
images and a video supplement for
each lot. Search capabilities include
parameters for minimum and
maximum EPD values, sex, horned
and polled identification, name
and registration numbers within
and across all catalogs posted to
the platform. Affordable pricing
options are set on a per client
basis and based on the number
of lots in the sale. Since its launch
in the summer of 2019, Herefords
On Demand has connected many
cattlemen and women.

Bull market
Connecting serious buyers, like
Prestwood, to Hereford breeders is
Herefords On Demand’s purpose.
Chuck Kohlbeck of Storey Hereford
Ranch in Bozeman, Mont., used the
service to produce a sale catalog for
his private-treaty bull sale. They also
worked with HPI’s Creative Services
team to print catalogs and mail
them to breeders in the surrounding
states. Kohlbeck received inquiries
about his cattle the same day the
catalog went online.
“We had more contacts in two
weeks than we had ever had right
after that catalog came out,” he
says. “We even had contacts from
people who weren’t on the mailing
list or anything just because they
saw it on the Hereford webpage. So,
we were quite pleased with it and
will do it again.”
An online and printed version
of his catalog helped Kohlbeck
correspond with potential buyers
in a timely fashion. Living in rural
Montana, catalogs sent through the
mail can take more than a week to
reach their destination, whereas
sending a link to the Herefords On
Demand catalog is instant. Storey
Hereford Ranch used the online
catalog format to highlight each lot
with videos of the offering and three
photos per lot. These additional
photos often are not included with
all lots in print catalogs because
there is not enough room in the
layout and design.
Hereford.org
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Austin Snedden
PO Box 592
Maricopa, CA 93252
805-423-0248
sneddenranch@gmail.com
Dave Wiese
31554 Delta Ave.
Manning, Iowa 51455
Cell 712-210-6378
Office 712-653-3678
wieseandsons@gmail.com
Tim Dennis
3550 Old County Rd.
Penn Yan, NY 14527
315-856-0183
tdennis@trilata.com

Youth

Enter the Fed Steer Shootout

Plan to learn more about the
cattle feeding sector and how your
genetics perform at the next level by
participating in the 2023 National
Junior Hereford Association
(NJHA) Fed Steer Shootout. The
contest entry deadline is Nov. 1,
2022, and the delivery deadline for
cattle to HRC Feed Yards in Scott
City, Kan., is Dec. 10-14, 2022. For
more information and to plan your
cattle delivery, contact Trey Befort
at tbefort@herefordbeef.org.
Cattle can be entered individually
or in pens of three and must meet
the following qualifications:
• 2022-born steers
• Purebred Hereford and
commercial Herefordinfluenced steer categories
• 600-pound weight minimum
• Be weaned at least 45 days
prior to delivery
• Received two rounds
of vaccinations
Visit Hereford.org/Youth/NJHAFed-Steer-Shootout to enter and
learn more.

Hereford.org

HYFA Scholarships
Plan now to apply for the 2022
Hereford Youth Foundation of
America (HYFA) spring scholarship
program. The deadline is April
1, 2023.
The HYFA scholarship program
is designed to provide recognition for
outstanding members of the NJHA.
This coming year, HYFA will award
more than $200,000 of academic
scholarships to Hereford youth.
Visit HerefordYouthFoundation.
submittable.com/submit, to
apply today.

Association News
Free genotypes for heifer
tract scores

You can receive free genotypes by
providing heifer reproductive tract
scores for the ongoing fertility
research project at the University
of Missouri. Jared Decker, Wurdak
Chair in Animal Genetics and his
colleagues are researching how
reproductive tract scores can predict
pregnancy rate success. They
developed a scoring rubric that
evaluates the size and tone of the
uterine horns as well as the size and
development of the ovarian follicles.
This multi-breed research project
is open to heifers only. Tract scoring
must be conducted 30 to 45 days
ahead of breeding. Decker’s goal is
to include at least 2,500 Hereford
heifer reproductive tract scores and
genotypes in the project.
You can find more details in
a description providing at the
inception of the two-year project
here: Blog.SteakGenomics.
org/2020/02/HeiferRecruitment.
html. If you have additional
questions, please contact Decker at
deckerje@missouri.edu.

Colorado State University, which
aims to enhance the understanding
of the genetic differences in
seedstock relative to enteric methane
production and nitrogen excretion,
a byproduct of rumen fermentation.
Research will document the
relationship between components
of environmental sustainability
and inherent Hereford efficiency
advantages. Selection tools
developed through the project
could enable cow-calf producers
to further improve profit potential
through increased efficiency. As
well, the research and tools could
carve new revenue paths for
Hereford breeders and commercial
users of Hereford genetics via
verified sustainability attributes.
You can watch the webinar —
including the question and answer
session — at Hereford.ac-page.com/
csuwebinarrecording.

National Shows
Get JNHE pics here

Be sure to order your favorite
memories captured at the 2022
VitaFerm® Junior National
Hereford Expo (JNHE). To view
and purchase photos taken at the
2022 JNHE, visit the Hereford
Gallery at HerefordGallery.
Shootproof.com.
The site will be updated with
photos featured in the September
issue and more. Photos available on
Shootproof include show and award
winners as well as candid photos
from throughout the week.

Sustainability webinar
draws crowd

Cattle producers and allied industry
from five countries participated
in the Genetics of Sustainability
webinar hosted by the American
Hereford Association (AHA) in July.
The webinar introduced AHA’s
collaborative research project with
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