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2019 JNHE Photography Contest

Everyone has been there —
scrolling through a social
media newsfeed when suddenly a
photo catches their eye. Maybe it is
the perfect snapshot of a sunset, a
beautiful couple on their wedding
day or, for livestock folks, an image
of the coveted grand champion
slap. Though the type of photo
commanding attention may vary for
different people, one thing remains
the same — a picture is worth a
thousand words.

In many cases a photo can evoke
emotion and help people cherish a
memory for years to come. With the
realization a photo can be powerful,
National Junior Hereford Association
(NJHA) members strive each year to
capture the perfect photo to submit
in the VitaFerm® Junior National
Hereford Expo (JNHE) photography
contest. As the competition grows
fiercer each year, NJHA members
try their hand at combining proper
lighting, photo composition and
various camera settings needed to
snap an image to stand out.

Anyone with aspirations in
photography can compete, ranging
from the peewee age division to
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the fourth and final age group of
advanced participants, the senior
division. Divided into age groups,
these young photographers have the
option to submit photos in one of
three categories — Hereford cattle,
people and enhanced. This year, the
competition included almost 200
photo submissions from locations all
across the country.

Quality and creativity were
prominent in this year’s submissions,
resulting in several compliments
from the judges. Even entries in
the peewee division, consisting of a
large number of submissions from
the youngest age group, left judges
impressed and proud of the vision
the youngsters had while snapping
their shots. Yet, the intriguing
submissions didn’t end there, as each
category had unique photos provided
by every age group. The people
category showcased thoughtful,
loving images of family, friends and
mentors; while the cattle images
represented the passion these junior
members have for the Hereford
breed. The enhanced division
promoted the exhibitors’ artistic
ability to edit their original images.

Photograph like a professional

“When trying to get the perfect shot patience and practice
are key. We are fortunate to shoot numerous shows a year
so we are able to anticipate when that perfect shot should
happen but sometimes we still have to wait for it. There

are so many factors that go into a perfect shoot you might

only get ‘the one’ once during a show. Just like showing
you should watch a couple classes to see how the judge is
lining up classes then position yourself accordingly.”

— Heidi Anderson, Legacy Livestock Imaging
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Picture Perfect

NJHA members showcase their love for people and
Hereford cattle with their photo contest submissions.

Keeping in mind a picture is worth
a thousand words, the judges were
excited to gain insight into the lives of
the Hereford youth who participated.
The ability to tell a story through a
photo is priceless, and the judges’
panel highly recommended any
NJHA member who is even slightly
interested should submit photos in
next year’s contest.

Judges also mentioned the
best entries were unique, full of
personality and inspired emotion.
While a clear, high-quality image
provides better odds of winning,
the judges wanted to emphasize
expensive equipment is not
necessary to shoot a photo worthy of
submission, especially with modern
technology. Instead, participants
should focus on their passion for the
Hereford breed and the story they
want their photo to tell.

The photos on the next few pages
truly speak for themselves. To any
Hereford youth who feel passionate
about the breed and documenting
their Hereford experience for the
photo contest — don’t be afraid to
grab a camera, capture memories and
share a story through a photo. HW

“Practice, practice and practice some more. The more
photos you take, the more you learn and a better
photographer you become. When I first started, | taught
myself how to shoot in manual mode right off the bat.
Learning how to properly adjust your f-stop [aperture],
ISO and shutter speed enables you to have complete
control over your images. Don't be afraid to research, ask
others, or attend workshops for help to be the best that
you can be! I've been taking photos for more than six

years and am still learning new things all the time!”
— Melissa Grimmel Schaake, Melissa Photography
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Peewee Hereford Cattle Peewee Hereford Cattle g

1st place 2nd place

“What Do You Mean I'm Not Going to JNHE?” “Grazing on Green Grass”
by Brinley Davis, Maple Hill, Kan.
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Peewee Hereford Cattle

3rd place 1st place
“Sassy Girl” “Grace’s Reflection”
by Caroline Lee, Wellington, Ill. by Dustin Denton, Blue Rapids, Kan.
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2nd place

“Baby Face”
by Kendall Boatman, Rockford, IIl.

3rd place

“Ready for the Front Pasture”
by Piper Colyer, Bruneau, Idaho

1st place

“Green Grass Grazing”
by Jalyn Davis, Maple Hill, Kan.

2019 JNHE Photography Contest
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2nd place

“Snow Day”
by Abigail Billing, Greendell, N.J.

Camera price points — budget beaters

“We are Nikon people so a great starter camera is the
Nikon 750 or 810. Even more important than the camera
body is lens selection. Get lenses that can be used on
different bodies. As your skills grow you might need to
upgrade bodies but good lenses never go out of style.”

— Heidi Anderson, Legacy Livestock Imaging

“The Canon Rebel [$400-$900] and Canon 80D [$900-
$1,200] are great models if you're wanting to get started.
A step up from them is the Canon 6D [$1300-$1600],
which was the second camera | ever bought. | love it so
much that | never sold it and to this day it has a spot in my
bag as my backup.”

— Melissa Grimmel Schaake, Melissa Photography
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3rd place

“Rosie and Perry”

1st place

“Dandelions and Love”
by Hannah Tremaine, Oconomowoc, Wis.

2nd place

“Goggle-Eyed in Green Pastures
by Schelby Beach, Forest, Ohio
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3rd place

“Got Milk?”
by Wyatt Minihan, Wheaton, Kan.
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September 2019 | HEREFORDWORLD 133



@ HEREFORDS ON THE HILL Denver 2019

1st place 2nd place
“Getting the Job Done” “Fit to Win”

by Caroline Lee, Wellington, IIl. by Kylee Gaston, Bridgeport, Texas

2019 JNHE Photography Contest

3rd place 1st place
“The Herdsman" “Follow Me"”
by Jarrett Worrell, Mason, Texas by Waylon Lee, Wellington, Ill.

134 HEREFORDWORLD | September 2019 Hereford.org



2nd place

“Torching Bulls”
by Dustin Denton, Blue Rap

3rd place

“Hi, There”
by Trevor Crutcher, Montrose, Ill.

1st place

“Long Day”
by Kiley Allen, LeMars, lowa
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2nd place

“Waiting His Turn”
by Sydney Mitchell, Waterville, Minn.
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3rd place

“Show Time”
by Rhett McMillen, Walnut Grove, Mo.
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1st place

“Closer Point of View”
by Molly Minihan, Wheaton, Kan.

2019 JNHE Photography Contest

2nd place

“Field Day Fun”
by Calah Covey, Hamill, S.D.
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3rd place

“Ready for a Quickdraw”
by Ashton McMillen, Walnut Grove, Mo.
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1st place

“Eyes of the Future”
by Ella Crane, LaSalle, Ill.

2nd place

“What Are You Looking At?”
by Cora Belle Chapman, Seneca, |ll.

3rd place

“Peek-a-Boo”
by Kian Morris, Wilber, Neb.

Camera price points — for the pros

“I now shoot with a Canon 5D Mark I1l [$2000] and absolutely
love it. However, take note that your lens will have a huge
impact on the quality of your images. | love my 70-200 mm
zoom lens for livestock photos because it can cover a wide
range of focal lengths.”

“There is a lot of equipment available for photographers
including brands, camera bodies and lenses. If you're wanting
to get started, | suggest first establishing what you're
wanting to spend. Then, talk with other photographers

Hereford.org

1st place

“Cowboy Time”
by Nolan Lee, Wellington, Ill.

and get their opinion, as well as visit B&H Photo’s website
[BHPhotoVideo.com]. You can search for equipment based
on your budget, the brand, reviews, ratings etc. to find what
best fits your needs. Although both are important, | believe
that your lens and having that high-quality glass is more
important than your camera body. As for livestock photos, |
love my 70-200 mm zoom lens, as it allows me to back off the
cattle and give them some room while shooting.”

— Melissa Grimmel Schaake, Melissa Photography
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2nd place

“Man’s Best Friend”
by Waylon Lee, Wellington, IIl.

3rd place

“Like Mother, Like Daughter”
by Piper Colyer, Bruneau, [daho

1st place

“Focus”
by Rianna Chaney, Elwood, Neb.

2019 JNHE Photography Contest

Camera price points — for the pros

“If you want to get the most [out] of a camera we recommend
a full frame/DSLR camera. For the most part they are great

for all lighting situations and more durable. But if you are just
a recreational photographer there are numerous cheaper
options that do a great job.”

2nd place

“Momma’s Boy”
by Abigail Lewis, Burwell, Neb.
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“Understanding your camera settings is critical to getting
the best shot. The best camera is the one you have with you.
Today’s cell phones have better cameras than any point and
click camera | ever owned.”

— Heidi Anderson, Legacy Livestock Imaging

138 HEREFORDWORLD | September 2019

Hereford.org



3rd place

“In the Shadows”
by Molly Biggs, Dixon, Ill.

1st place

“Momma'’s Watchful Eye”
by Wyatt Minihan, Wheaton, Kan.

2nd place

“Chanel”
by Blair Steele, Mercer, Penn.
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3rd place

117126"
by Abby Anderlik, Dayton, lowa
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