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Members of the Hereford family 
came from far and wide to 

make the trek up the mountain and 
to spend time on the Hill for the week 
of July 6-13 in Denver. Not only was 
the week jam-packed with fun times 
and competitive events, but it was also 
the 20th VitaFerm® Junior National 
Hereford Expo (JNHE). With two 
decades under its belt, this year’s 
event boasted impressive numbers 
with more than 800 youth and their 
families from 38 states and Canada. 
Youth members rallied in the mile-
high city to exhibit Hereford cattle 
at the highest caliber, while putting 
their best foot forward in various 
contests and enjoying friends and 
family time they will cherish forever. 

Opening ceremonies kicked off 
with the second annual produce-of-
dam class and state group classes. 
The JNHE hosted Hereford youth 
exhibiting over 1,179 entries, including 
509 polled owned females, 225 horned 
owned females, 258 bred-and-owned 
females, 73 bred-and-owned bulls,  
38 cow-calf pairs and 76 steers. 

Excellent young juniors were 
awarded more than $25,000 in 
scholarships during this year’s event. 
Hereford youth also took part in 
more than 20 contests outside the 
showring, with opportunities to 
show off their knowledge of the 
breed, their leadership talents and 
their hand in the kitchen through 
cooking challenges.

The National Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) is sincerely 
thankful for the unbelievable 
support provided from title sponsor 
BioZyme Inc., St. Joseph, Mo., 
alongside multiple corporate and 
breeder sponsors. 

“Herefords On the Hill” proved 
itself to be an elevated week of quality 
competition amidst an atmosphere of 
togetherness and passion for Hereford 
cattle. As always, the week at JNHE set 
the standard for next year to live up to. 
On the pages to follow, check out some 
of the highlights from the week spent 
celebrating youth and Herefords.  
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JNHE coverage includes:

 49 Day-by-Day Highlights

 60 New Board: Passing the Torch

 62 Retiring Board: Oldies, but Goodies

 68 Herdsman of the Year: Dreams Become Reality

 72 Champion Senior Showman: A True Standout 

 78 Advisor of the Year: The Dedicated Duo

 80 Queen Service Project: Yard Games in the Stockyard

 84 Chapman, Vickland, Phillips and May Take  
  Owned Female Show Honors

 85 Barber, Breeding Win Bred-and-Owned Female Titles

 86 Effling, Barber Awarded Top Placings in the Bull Show

 87 Lemenager, Shelton Win Steer Show

 88 Boyd, Effling Win the Cow-Calf Show

 89 Juniors Compete in Special Contests

 92 Breeding, May Top Showmanship Contest 

 96 Team Fitting Title Awarded to Illinois

 98 JNHE Division and Class Placings

 110 Hereford Juniors Compete in National Contests

 116 Hereford Juniors Awarded Scholarships

 122 Vested in the Breed

 124 JNHE 5K Race Benefits HYFA

 130 Photo Contest: Picture Perfect
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Clean up, clean up, everybody do your stall. Clean up, 
clean up, everybody in the barns.

A firm handshake — the best first 
impression in a scholarship interview.

A stroll through the Yards is called for after a 
long day of moving in cattle and participating 
in all the activities the VitaFerm® Junior 
National Hereford Expo (JNHE) has to offer.

Trailer unloaded, check! Cattle stalled, check! 
Kids checked in, check! Now time to make sure 
the cattle paperwork is squared away.

Judges were treated to the cutest lesson on 
embryo development during the illustrated 
speech contest.

A special handshake seals the deal! Best friends 
forever beginning at the Pen-to-Pen program.

“Some honey with your tea?” All hail 
Hereford royalty for the queen’s orientation.

Laying on dad in the barn makes for the best nap spot — 
especially after such a long first day at JNHE.

Exhibitors were quick to flock toward people 
check-in for the kind faces and fun goodies.

Rhett Laubach entertains and educates 
a room full of Hereford youth with lots 
of team building and laughter.

Cooling off in the wash-rack after a long 
voyage to Denver.

Big smiles and new friends during the Pen-to-Pen program. 
Have you contacted your mentor or mentee yet?
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JNHE attendees laced up their tennis shoes and took off from Stadium Arena for the annual 5K 
race. Start training for next year’s race now!

The Texas team brought their version of the Brazilian steakhouse favorite, 
Texas De Brazil, to judges during the Certified Hereford Beef® Cook-Off.

Hereford queens and young juniors received a lesson from past 
National Hereford Queen Diane Johnson about etiquette and life 
lessons during the National Hereford Women Queen’s Tea and Reunion.

These girls had rhythm as they danced 
the night away to country music.

Chancey Williams 
and the Younger 

Brothers Band 
took the stage at 
the state tailgate 

on The Hill.

Juniors test their knowledge in the 
Hereford Bowl written test

Bridging-the-Gap was a new initiative this year connecting Hereford youth of all ages to universities and 
agricultural companies. Bridging-the-Gap helped achieve the National Junior Hereford Association’s 
(NJHA) mission of promoting leadership and education.

“If there is something strange going on in your 
neighborhood. Who ya gonna call? FLYBUSTERS!” 
Individuals did not disappoint in terms of creativity 
and talent this year.
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State group classes fill the ring in an iconic moment of the red-and-white breed showing in Stadium Arena for the last time.

Yell loud so everyone in the back can hear! Oklahoma fully embraced the 
excitement of the parade of states during opening ceremonies.

National Hereford Queen  
Emily Meinhardt posts the colors 
during the national anthem in 
opening ceremonies.

Queens and princesses walked 
with their state members during 
opening ceremonies.

Yum! Certified Hereford Beef tri-tip as well 
as other state favorites were highlights 
during the state tailgate.

The team 
sales contest 

is a favorite of 
many during 

JNHE — what 
a great way to 

learn teamwork, 
leadership and 
gain education 

about the cattle 
industry.

Opening 
ceremonies 
brought with it the 
produce-of-dam 
competition, where 
Hereford youth 
showed off their 
most elite genetics.

Hereford.org September 2019 |    51



D
ay

-b
y-

D
ay

 H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s

Judging participants put their knowledge of reading cattle to the test as they marked their 
cards during the judging contest.

Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University representatives gave Hereford youth a live demonstration of the ins and outs of fitting.

NJHA members, and some adults, grabbed a steno pad and a pencil before putting on their game face for the judging contest.

NJHA members were zoned in to learn some fitting tips 
before they hit the showring.

Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University took the 
time to teach NJHA members about properly 
fitting cattle before the contest later that day.

Extemporaneous speeches were the perfect 
opportunity for contestants to practice presenting 

scientific information in an easy-to-grasp way.
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Teamwork makes the dream work in the Sullivan Supply/Stock Show University team fitting contest.

The NJHA membership mixer and director election made for great conversation and an exciting evening of electing the next leaders for the  
3,000-member organization.

The final buzzer round 
brought a sense of 
intensity with it as 
juniors competed for the 
championship title.

Weeks of studying culminated in the big quiz bowl competition for Hereford youth.

Relay races brought with it big smiles, and a few 
tumbles, during the Sullivan Supply/Stock Show 
University Summer Splash Boot Camp.

Hereford.org September 2019 |    53



D
ay

-b
y-

D
ay

 H
ig

hl
ig

ht
s

Young showmen put on their game faces as Taylor Frank, El Dorado, Kan., judged the peewee showmanship contest.

Big bows and Hereford cattle made pre-
peewee showmanship one for books.

Juniors paraded their cattle around the  
ring with style during the junior 
showmanship contest.

Things were heating up in showmanship as exhibitors 
were selected for the semi-final round of the 
intermediate division.

Brandon and Rachel Cutrer, Wharton, 
Texas, were highly impressed with 
the talent of Hereford youth during 
the senior showmanship contest.

Shayne Myers maintains focus and a competitive 
spirit during the fitting portion of the senior 
showmanship finals.

Lucas Stumpf aims to get the tailhead just right while 
fitting his heifer for senior showmanship finals.
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Head up. Sash and crown straight. Poised to 
lead in the next class.

Cow-calf pairs took the ring by storm Thursday morning.

The bred-and-owned bull show was an exciting time to see the 
type of genetics juniors are developing to better the industry.

Competition was fierce during the steer show.

Matt Copeland, Nara Visa, N.M., 
sorted through the bred-and-
owned bulls and steer classes.

Shane Werk, Manhattan, Kan., shared his excitement to evaluate the bred-and-owned heifer show on 
the mic.

The team, showman and heifer, share a 
sweet moment in the ring.
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Jarold Callahan and Donnie Robertson, Yukon, 
Okla., judged the owned heifer classes
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Awards were on fire at JNHE this year from 
custom brands, to nightstands and to bar stools.

Started from the bottom now we’re here.

A quick pow-wow with dad before  
going into the owned heifer show is an 
absolute must!

Ears forward and a big smile during the first day 
of the owned heifer show.

A fancy line up for judges to sort through during the owned show.

The ring was filling up and the competition was heating up as divisions came in for the owned 
female show.
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A handshake and a humble smile from Jackson Neil, 
2019 Junior Hereford Herdsman.

After a long week of showing, the champion polled 
female drive was finally here!

Just move that foot over a bit and she will look just right!

Spectators began to fill the area as judges got closer and closer to the final owned heifer drive.

The champion horned female selection rounded out a great week of showing cattle and 
fostering friendships at the 2019 JNHE.

Judges were impressed by their lineup of division winners and the caliber of juniors by the 
end of the show Saturday.
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