
The mission statement of the 
Hereford Youth Foundation of 
American (HYFA) is as follows:

“The Hereford Youth Foundation 
of America provides leadership, 
scholarship and educational 
opportunities by encouraging, 
recognizing and rewarding the 
development of life skills and values 
in our Hereford youth.”

In carrying out our mission, 
the HYFA strives to be recognized 
as the beef industry’s premier 
foundation for developing 
talented, passionate and effective 
young leaders.

We have tried diligently as 
a board to make our mission 
statement as inclusive as possible 
of our goals at HYFA, however, the 
mission statement does not address 
how these efforts will be funded.

Thanks to our many gracious 
donors, we have made very good 
progress growing the HYFA 
program not only in dollars but 
also in the scope of activities and 
opportunities HYFA can provide for 
Hereford youth.

Board members at work
So, to ask the question our HYFA 
board often discusses: What are the 
duties of the HYFA board?

At first glance they seem, very 
simply, to get more donors in order 
to have more funds to facilitate more 
assistance for the youth programs.

However, this responsibility is 
not the entire story. Our mission 
is also to keep this foundation 
permanently funded for generations 
to come.

Our leadership strives to 
aggressively grow the HYFA stock 

portfolio in order to keep all the 
scholarships funded. However, 
the investments must not be so 
risk adverse as to jeopardize the 
initial donor’s investments so each 
scholarship can go on into perpetuity.

The finance committee of the 
HYFA board set an investment policy 
dedicated to utilizing as much profit 
potential that exists in the stock 
market, while also protecting the 
initial core investment given by our 
named donors.

If you follow the charts below, 
you can see the HYFA has been 
able to withstand the highs and 
lows in the volatile stock market to 
accomplish our mission.  

Ray Ramsey is the president of  
the Hereford Youth Foundation of 
America. He can be reached at  
rayramsey77@gmail.com.
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