
Participating in the AHA’s Whole Cow Herd DNA Project is a great opportunity to 
elevate Hereford genetics.

Mother Nature sure gave us a year 
to remember. It seems we have gone 
from one extreme to the next, and it 
certainly makes you wonder what she 
has in store for winter. Luckily, the 
cattle business is staying ahead of the 
curve with excellent demand both 
domestically and globally. Even with 
record numbers for cattle on feed the 
last several months, the market has 
stayed above where many thought it 
would be. This optimism is welcoming 
considering the ups and downs the 
weather has dealt us. Along with this, 
the American Hereford Association 
(AHA) experienced another banner 
year across all segments of business. 
This year’s Annual Report showcases 
our many successes from the last 
fiscal year, and I firmly believe many 
of the programs put in place will 
allow for continued growth of the 
breed and increasing demand for 
Hereford genetics.

Capturing complete data
I want to spend some time discussing 
the Whole Cow Herd DNA Project, 
offered through December 31 of this 
year. As many of you know, the intent 
of this program is to gain valuable 
genomic information on females in 
production to accompany the 18 years 
of Whole Herd Total Performance 
Records (TPR™) data that AHA’s 
diligent breeders have collected. The 
basic premise of Whole Herd TPR 
is to capture complete and unbiased 
data. Adding the genomic component 
to key female traits backed by strong 
records can do nothing but strengthen 
the genetic prediction of future 
generations of seedstock. 

That is, of course, assuming the 
pedigrees are right. Any of you who 
have submitted DNA know what 
I’m talking about. Even the best 
recordkeepers in the breed have 
pedigree errors that unknowingly take 

place. Shipping the wrong semen, a 
bull jumping the fence or two cows 
calving at once and switching calves — 
not to mention simple recording errors 
— only begin to describe the situations 
where pedigree errors occur. It is 
not unreasonable to assume that 10 
percent of the pedigrees are mislabeled 
in the database!

So how do we fix this problem? 
Obviously keeping great records 
and submitting timely data is a great 
start, but the only true way to know if 
pedigrees are correct is to test animals 
to their parents. I’m very thankful for 
the DNA policy we have in place at 
the AHA for artificial insemination 
sires, walking herd bulls and donors, as 
these simple steps have sure leveraged 
the quality of the data and the genetic 
predictions we have in our genetic 
evaluation. The Whole Cow Herd 
DNA project follows this same suit and 
allows you peace of mind knowing 
that everything in your herd is labeled 
correctly. For only $20 per cow you will 
get a genomic profile and parentage 
test, the three abnormality results 
and a customized Tissue Sample Unit 
(TSU). That’s right — $20 for what 
would otherwise cost you $38. An $18 
savings should be incentive enough, 
but if it’s not, consider the role of a 
seedstock provider. That is, a seedstock 
producer is responsible for providing 
the most reliable and predictable 
genetics that will make all segments of 
the industry profitable.

I would like to thank all of the 
breeders who have shown their 
commitment to this project and invite 
those of you who have not to take 
us up on this great opportunity. To 
learn more about how to participate 
in the Whole Cow Herd DNA 
Project, please contact Tena Martin 
at tmartin@hereford.org or myself 
at sbedwell@hereford.org.  
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