
October is an exciting and 
rewarding month for the 
Hereford Youth Foundation of 
America (HYFA), for it is this 
month, at the American Hereford 
Association (AHA) Annual 
Meeting, that more than 20 
scholarships supporting higher 
education are awarded to junior 
Hereford breeders. This fall more 
than $147,000 will be given. 

Mission at the forefront 
The mission of HYFA is to promote 
leadership skills and to support 
the higher education endeavors 
of Hereford youth. The primary 
venues HYFA uses to promote 
leadership are the Junior National 
Hereford Expo (JNHE) and the 
Faces of Leadership conference, 
formerly called PRIDE. An 
article about the 2018 Faces of 
Leadership conference, written 
by Kendra Davis, appeared in the 
September issue of Hereford World. 
At the JNHE, contests such as 
extemporaneous speech, individual 
and team sales and illustrated 
speech build confidence and 
reward leadership experience.  

In addition, eight scholarships 
totaling $21,500 are awarded. 

The fall scholarships awarded at 
the Annual Meeting expand upon 
HYFA’s commitment to education 
as do the spring scholarships 
awarded at JNHE. They are 
intended to support the widest 
possible range of student interests 
and, thus, constitute our primary 
means for supporting higher 
education for our youth. 

There are more scholarships 
given at the Annual Meeting than 
at JNHE, and their average value 
is greater. Individual scholarships 
range from $2,500 to $10,000 
and make a substantial dent in 
the educational expenses of the 
awardee. Over the years, a total of 
more than $1 million has supported 
students in a variety of programs, 
including agriculture, economics 
and law. Many of the scholarships 
were established by an endowment 
gift from a family or ranch and will 
exist in perpetuity. Among the 11 
scholarships are those established 
by EE Ranches, Cottonwood 
Springs and Randy and Kelly 
Owen. In addition, in each of 

the last three years, HYFA has 
awarded another 10 scholarships 
at $10,000 a piece — thanks to 
an extremely generous donation 
from the Vanier family of Kansas.

Close to home
I am sure each family has its own 
reasons for endowing a scholarship 
beyond simply wanting to support 
Hereford youth, of course. If I may 
be indulged a personal note, the 
reasons my wife and I endowed 
a scholarship grew from our 
long-term involvement in higher 
education and our interactions with 
Hereford youth when we started 
breeding and showing cattle more 
than 20 years ago. We were struck 
by the “can-do” attitude of the 
children and young adults as they 
cared for their calves and prepared 
them for the show ring. They were 
committed, willing to work hard and 
equally willing to help other juniors. 
We were impressed and wanted to 
assist them in achieving their goals.

Given the value of the 
scholarships that will be awarded in 
October, competition is keen. We 
receive more than 40 applications 
and face the daunting task of 
selecting awardees. A committee 
reads each application, and 
applicants are evaluated on how they 
present themselves, their involvement 
in Hereford and community 
activities, their academic record and 
their answers to short essay questions 
where both the content and the 
writing quality are important. After 
the committee has ranked the 
applications, they deliberate and 
reach a consensus on who will be 
that year’s recipients. The awardees 
are then notified and invited to the 
Annual Meeting, where they are 
recognized and honored.  

George Sprague is Hereford Youth 
Foundation of America Director. He can 
be reached at gks@bar1ranch.com.
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A word from the recipients 
For Hereford Youth Foundation of America (HYFA) board members, the scholarship 
selection process is particularly rewarding because we learn something about the lives 
of the scholarship recipients and about the effect the scholarships have had in helping 
them achieve their education goals. Here’s what two of the 2017 recipients have to say. 

Tyler Eldred, a Vanier scholarship recipient and a Washington junior breeder now 
attending Montana State University, says, “The HYFA scholarship program has helped 
me work toward my goal of degrees in agricultural business and accounting. The other 
recipients and I are set up for success by the generous donors contributing to the 
scholarship program; I couldn’t be more thankful for the educational experiences made 
possible by the HYFA scholarship program.”

Emily Bernard, recipient of the $5,000 Perks Ranch scholarship, is equally grateful. 
“Being awarded the 2017 Perks Ranch scholarship was truly an honor,” she says. “The 
award gave me the financial freedom to focus on going to class and livestock judging 
at the junior college level. It also gave me the ability to save for my future education 
at Kansas State University. I thank Perks Ranch and the Hereford Youth Foundation of 
America for supporting juniors and taking an interest in my education.”

We greatly look forward to learning the stories of the 2018 recipients.  
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