
During the Hereford 
Honorees Reception 
in Kansas City, Mo., on 
Oct. 28, junior members 
were recognized for 
their participation in 
the inaugural National 
Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) Fed 
Steer Shootout. This 
program provides an 
opportunity for NJHA members 
to gain experience and education 
in the cattle feeding industry. 
Participants have the ability to 
estimate feedyard performance and 
carcass merit on a pen of steers or 
an individual steer — in the end, 
comparing the information to 
actual performance data. 

The 2017 Fed Steer Shootout 
was a tremendous success with 72 

head of cattle from 10 
states entered in the 
contest. The Hereford 
Research Foundation 
sponsored $5,000 
in cash awards, and 
Anderson Bean Boots 
provided handcrafted 
boots for the winners. 
Custom belt buckles 
and banners were given 

out to the various division winners, 
as well. The NJHA also hosted 
an informational session during 
the educational forum in Kansas 
City, Mo., presenting actual data 
from the contest and reports from 
NJHA members Trevor Johnson, 
Centerville, S.D., and Molly Biggs, 
Dixon, Ill.

For junior members interested 
in participating in the contest, 
there are several divisions available. 
The steers can be entered on an 
individual basis or as a pen of 
three. They can also be either 
purebred Hereford or commercial 
steers. The purebred animals must 
be registered in the American 
Hereford Association (AHA) 
database at the time of entry, and 
any commercial animals must meet 
the Certified Hereford Beef® live 
animal specifications.

Due to the popularity of the 
program, the NJHA is excited to 
announce it will be offering two 
programs this coming year. The 
first arrival date to the feedlot was 
Nov. 3, and the arrival date for  
the second program will be  
Jan. 5. Calves for the 2018 contest 
must have been born after Jan. 
1, 2017. All calves must weigh 
between 600-750 lb. at time of 
delivery, have been weaned 45 days 
or more and have had two rounds 
of vaccinations with modified live 
vaccines suggested.

Last year, participants got the 
chance to attend four different 
webinars to learn more about 

topics such as marketing, feedlot 
management, genetics, ultrasound 
and animal health programs. 
All of the participants had the 
opportunity to travel to Gregory 
Feedlots Inc., Tabor, Iowa, to see 
their steers on feed, review the 
performance of their steers and 
tour Greater Omaha Packing Co. 
Inc. The NJHA looks forward 
to even more educational 
opportunities for junior members 
in the coming year as it educates 
shootout participants on the cattle 
feeding industry and its relationship 
to the seedstock industry.

Cattle participating in the first 
contest of 2018 arrived at Gregory 
Feedlots, Oct. 30 through Nov. 3.  
There are currently 58 steers 
consigned by 15 junior members 
from 11 states on feed, and the 
feedlot is gearing up for the arrival 
of the second group the first week 
in January. Upon arrival to the 
feedlot, steers will go through a 
warm-up period, and then all  
cattle will be weighed, ultrasounded 
and implanted. 

This contest is a great way to get 
involved in a very important part of 
the industry outside the showring 
and to learn how to breed cattle 
better in order to help feed the 
world. Thank you to the program’s 
sponsors in 2017: UltraInsights 
Processing Lab Inc., GeneSeek®, 
Allflex USA, Greater Omaha 
Packing Co. Inc., Zoetis Animal 
Health, Anderson Bean Boots, 
Gregory Feedlots and the Hereford 
Research Foundation. BioZyme® Inc.  
has just committed to match the 
foundation’s financial support 
of the contest in 2018, and the 
NJHA is proud to have VitaFerm’s 
commitment to the program as 
the association makes the program 
bigger and better in 2018.  

Editor’s note: Turn to Page 50 for the 
2017 NJHA Fed Steer Shootout winners.
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