
White Boots
Katie Nolles, 2014-15 National 
Hereford Queen, reflects on a year 
representing the Hereford breed. 

When I was a little girl, I can 
remember being fascinated by the girls 
who wore crowns, dresses and white 
boots. When I started showing cattle at 
the age of 11, I set a goal to someday 
wear white boots. Little did I know, 
after being crowned National Hereford 
Queen last year, just how far my white 
boots would take me. 

I am Katie Nolles, a 
fifth-generation Hereford 
breeder on both sides of my 
family. I am a freshman at 
the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, majoring in 
agricultural education with 
minors in entrepreneurship/
leadership and animal science. 
I have traveled the country attending 
shows and sales and representing the 
breed that I so deeply love. I have built 
strong relationships with Hereford 
breeders that I will cherish forever. I 
have connected with aspiring young 
leaders in our breed. I have grown.

This year has been a dream-
come-true. My parents and I have 
experienced more than we ever 
thought we would. As I reflect on my 
year, I find that it is not the sights seen 
or awards presented but, rather, the 
people who made it so memorable.

When I was crowned, I was 
completely overwhelmed. My life 
changed in an instant; suddenly, I 
was in the spotlight. I can remember 
thinking that I wanted to make a 
difference and a change in the queen 
program, but I wasn’t sure what to do. 
As my reign progressed, I found myself 
reflecting on my childhood and time 
as Nebraska Hereford Queen.

A scenario in which I have often 
found myself is telling a girl that she 
should run for state queen and her 
telling me that she is not “girly enough” 
or that she likes being in the barn too 
much. I have watched outstanding 
representatives of our breed miss out 
on all that the National Hereford 

Queen program has to 
offer. I, too, love being in 
the barn. My goal this year 
was to be as transparent as 
possible. I tried to carry out 
normal activities as much as 
possible — I did chores on a 
daily basis at shows, leaving 
a few minutes early to get 

dressed and get to the showring. 
People would joke with me about the 

constant smile that queens have. I made 
a conscious effort to make that smile 
as real as possible. Becoming National 
Hereford Queen was the first goal that 
I set as a child, and when I was crowned 
last year, I wanted to make every 
moment count. It has truly been a joy 
to serve the breed that made me who I 
am today. I will never forget standing on 
stage in Reno when the curtain rose and 
the auctioneer song played, a sweet little 
boy asking me to come to his birthday 
party, being part of the rich history of 
Denver or hosting junior nationals in 
my home state. This has been one of the 
greatest blessings of my life.

While the showring is where I 
gained my confidence as a child, I have 
always been reminded that our breed 
exists outside the ring as well. I enjoyed 
traveling to production sales just as 
much as shows and learning what 
commercial cattlemen appreciated 
about Herefords. Promoting beef was 
a fun and easy way to share my story, 
whether it was with a stranger on a 
plane or a group of students who 
approached me for autographs.

I am a firm believer in the saying, 
“it takes a village.” Bailey Clanton, 

Amy Cowan, Angie Denton, Joe 
Rickabaugh, field staff and National 
Junior Hereford Association board 
members, thank you for making sure 
that I had what I needed and keeping 
me smiling. Everybody back home or in 
the stalls who fed cattle, helped fit and 
offered words of encouragement and 
hugs made this journey worthwhile. 
My purpose was to serve you, and I am 
blessed to be a part of the Hereford 
family. My state FFA officer team was 
beyond understanding and allowed me 
to balance both roles.

My parents made this journey 
possible. Thank you for sacrificing 
time and sleep to drive me across the 
country, believing in me, bringing me 
food and growing my faith. I love you, 
and I aspire to be like you both. I am 
forever grateful that I was born into 
the Hereford breed.

I am going to miss this. There were 
moments this year where I thought 
that I had reached my breaking point. 
Just when I thought that I had hit a 
point where I could bend no farther, 
God brought someone in to make me 
smile. I have made an effort to truly 
be present in everything that I do and 
have often thought of how I do not 
want to look back on this year with 
any regrets. It has been a joyful honor 
serving as National Hereford Queen.

Thank you,
Katie Nolles
2014-15 National Hereford Queen

Hereford.org December 2015 /    47


