
Another year is about 
to come to an end. The 
years seem to go by a little 
faster the older I get. For 
the American Hereford 
Association (AHA), it has 
been another successful 
year as we have seen the 
demand for Hereford 
cattle continue to grow. I 
am especially proud of the 
accomplishments during 
the past few years in the 
area of breed improvement. 
As we review our Strategic 
Plan and look at the Core 
Strategies set forth, we have 
made advancements toward 
those goals. 

With that said, some of 
the issues facing the beef 
cattle industry today were 
not even recognized when 
that plan was established. 
Obviously the era of 
genomics is upon us, and 
the AHA Board of Directors 
had a great meeting during 
the Annual Meeting to put 
some ideas on the table and 
set some goals to accomplish 
during the next few months. 

The AHA has utilized 
DNA technology heavily 
for parent validation and 
genetic defect testing, but 
the sky seems to be the 
limit in what we might use 
DNA for in the future.

On Thursday prior to the 
Annual Meeting, a panel 
of speakers discussed the 
challenges and opportunities 
that lie ahead in the area of 
genomics. Jim Gibb, Igenity, 
and Kent Anderson, Pfizer 
Animal Genetics, gave Board 
and staff an update on what 
each of their companies 
has to offer the industry 
and Hereford breeders in 
genomic technology. 

Larry Kuehn, U.S. 
Meat Animal Research 
Center (USMARC), gave 
an update on the 50,000 
SNP project that includes 
nearly 2,000 beef bulls with 
more than 400 Hereford 
bulls represented. 

Jon Beever, University of 
Illinois molecular geneticist 
and associate professor, gave 
us an update on the research 
he has conducted regarding 
Hypotrichosis (HY). The HY 
marker has been added to 
the panel at Maxxam and 
the validation is complete. 

Mike MacNeil, Ft. 
Keogh Research Station, 
and Dan Moser, Kansas 
State University, gave final 
reports on the research 
regarding cow longevity 
and heifer calving rate. 
In addition, MacNeil 
and Moser gave their 
thoughts on the progress of 
genomics technology.

So, what came of this 
meeting? The AHA Board 
and the breed improvement 
committee are now 
challenged to continue to 
develop populations of cattle 
where DNA can be collected 
along with phenotypes 
collected on economically 
relevant traits (ERT). 

This data will be used to 
enhance the current Pan-
American Cattle Evaluation 
(PACE), which in turn will 
allow breeders to make 
more informed decisions 
and continue to make 
genetic improvement. This 
improvement will come 
in the form of marker-
assisted expected progeny 
difference (EPD) (MA EPD) 
and may affect such ERTs 
as calving ease, marbling, 

tenderness, feed efficiency 
or even cow longevity. 

These enhanced 
EPDs could give breeders 
increased confidence in 
younger cattle and allow 
for quicker turnover of 
populations. There are 
a lot of challenges in the 
area of genomics, but the 
opportunities are endless.

In addition to this 
meeting, the research 
foundation committee had 
an introductory meeting. 
This committee will be used 
to raise funds to help do 
research projects outside the 
scope of the AHA budget. 
This committee includes 
Craig Huffhines, Jerry Huth, 
Jack Turner, Dan Moser and 
me. The Hereford Youth 
Foundation of America 
(HYFA) will manage the 
research funds. 

During the Annual 
Meeting, it was reported 
that the AHA had agreed to 
help support the addition of 
a GrowSafe System at Olsen 
Ranch. Olsen Ranch is our 
largest National Reference 
Sire Program (NRSP) test 
herd, and this feeding system 
will be in place to measure 
progeny feed intake on the 
2009-born calves. 

The opportunities are 
endless for the Hereford 
breed, and with the 
challenges facing the entire 
beef industry, it has become 
very clear that the Hereford 
breed has positioned itself 
well to be a part of beef 
production in the future.

I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish 
everyone a happy and 
blessed holiday season.  HW
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by Jack Ward, chief operating officer and director of breed improvement

Maxxam Analytical, 
American Hereford 
Association’s official 
DNA laboratory now has 
Hypotrichosis (HY) as part 
of its DNA profile test. The 
cost is still $32 per sample 
for up to 50 samples and 
then discounted to $19 for 
more than 50 (submitted at 
one time). Contact AHA for 
DNA test kits. Note: all tests 
done by Maxxam will have 
results listed on pedigrees. 
 HW

Note:

Positioned for the Future
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