
2016 JNHE  Queen Service Project

When taking a moment to 
visit with members young 

and old, it isn’t uncommon to hear 
a reference about the “Hereford 
family” and the genuine desire to 
help one another present amongst 
many of the membership. At the 2016 
VitaFerm® Junior National Hereford 
Expo (JNHE), the Hereford family 
was in full force to support National 
Hereford Queen Taylor Belle Matheny 
with her service project, Kiss the Cow 
for Nathan.

Nathan Largent is a 16-year-old 
junior member from Kaycee, Wyo., who 
has been battling acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia since April 2016. During the 
JNHE, Hereford families were given 
the opportunity to empty their piggy 
banks to vote for their favorite National 

Hereford Junior Association (NJHA) 
board member, Amy Cowan or Bailey 
Clanton. The person whose bucket 
received the largest dollar amount 
would then kiss the Queen’s heifer and 
the proceeds from the collection would 
go to Nathan’s family. 

In addition to the monetary 
donation, Taylor Belle says junior 
members were encouraged to send 
their well-wishes to Nathan during 
the JNHE.

“Kids could come up and write 
a message to Nathan on a white 
board and we encouraged them to 
take a selfie or have someone take 
their picture to put on Facebook or 
any outlet of social media,” Taylor 
Belle explains, “and use the hashtag 
KissTheCow4Nathan, so he was able 

to see the pictures back home and 
hopefully lift his spirits since he was 
not able to join us here.”

Taylor Belle’s idea spurred from 
the time when her grandfather was 
diagnosed with cancer, and she knew 
the project needed to be focused 
on aiding in the battle for cancer in 
some way. Her original idea was to 
raise money for a cancer research 
organization, but things changed the 
moment she found out about Nathan.

“Once I found out about the 
Largent family and Nathan being 
diagnosed with cancer, I thought it 
would be more unique to give back 
to someone in the Hereford breed,” 
Taylor Belle says. “I also wanted to 
be able to directly help someone that 
some of the kids would probably know 
and put a name to a face where their 
money was going.”

Little did Taylor Belle know when 
she first announced the project that it 
would expand to the state of Wyoming, 
whose junior members also were selling 
bracelets to aid in the cause. 

Expectations of spare change in those 
buckets also soon turned into a much 
more. After generous donations from 
numerous families, collectively, $17,000 
was raised for Nathan and his family. 
Because of the generous donations, all 
of the board members, Amy and Bailey 
lined up to kiss, Fuchsia the cow, the last 
day of the JNHE. 

Taylor Belle says seeing juniors so 
excited to help one of their 
fellow members was exciting 
and she was overwhelmed by 
the generosity of members 
and their families.

“It means so much to see 
the kids getting engaged 
and really wanting to help 
someone out,” Taylor Belle 
says. “That is something that 
I felt with doing it directly to 
a person that the kids were 
able to see actually where 
their money was going and 
see that person get better. 
That is what we really shoot 
for as a breed, to help 
someone out.”  HW
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National Hereford Queen Taylor Belle Matheny brought her heifer, Fuchsia, into the ring for the big moment of her 
Kiss the Cow for Nathan service project. Pictured are the National Junior Hereford Association board and AHA staff  
members Amy Cowan and Bailey Clanton who took turns kissing the cow.
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