pIATF] [ Herdsman of the Year

A Family
Tradition

Austin Matheny’s
dedication to the
Hereford breed and
junior members pays off.

by Kayla M. Wilkins

A_ t the ripe age of 7, he began

to notice older members taking

charge as board directors for the
National Junior Hereford Association
(NJHA). From that moment, he looked
up to those elite members but, as a
young boy, didn’t realize he would be
stepping into their shoes just a few
short years later.

The 2016 VitaFerm® Junior National
Hereford Expo (JNHE) proved to
be a big week for Austin Matheny,
Mays Lick, Ky., and his family. While
his sister, Taylor Belle Matheny, was
assuming her responsibilities as the
2016 National Hereford Queen, he was
not only elected to the NJHA board
but also named the 2016 Hereford
Junior Herdsman of the Year.

Austin pictured receiving his Herdsman of the
Year buckle from 2016-17 NJHA chairman
Kelsey Stimpson.
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Although a pleasant surprise for
Austin, the honor wasn’t a surprise for
those who know him well. Kevin Jensen,
Courtland, Kan., says Austin has worked
for the Jensens at a number of shows
and he has had the pleasure of knowing
Austin and his family for several years.

Jensen says his entire family thinks
very highly of Austin and knew he had
the characteristics and experience to
make him a great candidate for Junior
Herdsman of the Year.

“I knew he had a legitimate
shot because of his demeanor, his
experience and his roots,” Jensen
explains. “He is very mature for his
age. That is the thing that probably
stands out the most to me, he knows
what needs to be done, when it needs
to be done and just having that level of
maturity has helped him immensely.”

Five generations strong

The Matheny family has been raising
Hereford cattle for the last five
generations. It’s clear the desire to
better the breed and the Association
didn’t skip Austin.

“That is why I ran for the junior
board,” Austin says, “to be able to help
make an impact and help assure the
future of the Hereford breed. Then
you also get to know more people and
expand your Hereford connections.”

Like Hereford passion, becoming
a board member is also a family
tradition for the Mathenys as both of
Austin’s parents served on the junior
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board, and Austin says it is very
special to him to have the unique
opportunity to follow in his
parents’ footsteps in that way.

“I have looked forward to being
elected to the board the last 10 or
15 years,” Austin says. “And being
able to follow in my mom and
dad’s footsteps also being on the
junior board was awesome.”

Still, becoming a board
member wasn’t the only way he
followed in his parents’ footsteps.
Austin’s dad was actually named
the Polled Hereford Herdsman of
the Year in 1997.

“I was nominated herdsman
and I was like, OK, this is
awesome,” Austin recalls, “one
step closer to getting junior herdsman
of the year and then it happened — I
was ecstatic.”

Beyond sharing this special moment
with his dad, Austin says he and his
dad spend countless hours together
working cattle and he attributes much
of his working knowledge of the
Hereford industry to his father.

“Dad is probably my best friend
growing up and he’s my idol,” Austin
says. “Most of the things I know are
because of him and what he has
learned over the years.”

Aside from his dad’s major
influence on his life, Austin says his
grandfathers also played a major role
in developing him into the young
man he is today. He says they played
an integral role in teaching him the
qualities it takes to be selected as a
herdsman candidate.

Taylor Belle Matheny embraces her brother,
Austin, after he is recognized as the 2016
Junior Herdsman of the Year.

Hereford.org



“They shaped me to be the
individual that I am,” Austin says. “I
think that has played a big role in who
I have become.”

He says, at the end of the day,
receiving this honor means more to
him than anything else he has ever
accomplished. It has also laid the path
for a new goal for Austin.

“I would almost hold this above
winning the heifer show because only
one person gets to do it each year and
it is a pretty prestigious honor,” Austin
explains. “Its not every day you win
Junior Herdsman of the Year for the
American Hereford Association. There
are 900 junior exhibitors at nationals,
so I hold this pretty high on my bucket
list as things I wanted to accomplish as
a junior member and then hopefully
one day strive to receive the senior
Herdsman award in Denver.”

Road to junior herdsman

The road to this stage of the game for
Austin wasn’t traveled overnight. This
year was his ninth JNHE and he has
spent a lifetime raising Hereford cattle.
His family currently has between 70 and
75 cows but plans to expand to around
110 this coming spring. Growing the
family operation is a long-term goal for
Austin upon completion of his degree.

However, in the meantime, Austin
keeps extremely busy with the NJHA.
He has not only participated in several
contests at the JNHE in addition to
showing but also was selected as the
National Merit Scholar last year.

As a part of his scholarship, he was
given an all-expenses-paid trip to any
ranch in the United States. Because of
the success he has seen from Colyer
Hereford and Angus in Bruneau,
Idaho, he knew that was where he
wanted to spend his week.

His time there was full of new and
unique experiences like ultrasounding
heifers, participating in their branding,
and experiencing the new geography
and management techniques specific
to the western U.S.

“It was pretty eye opening because
out there they put a pretty big
emphasis on water and in the East we
don’t really,” Austin says. “I also got to
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see quite a bit of new country. I had
never been that far west before, so that
was pretty neat.”

All the while, Austin says it was
rewarding and enjoyable to spend
time with the Colyer family and to
learn from their operation. He says
it is always meaningful to reach out
and get the opportunity to foster
relationships with individuals in the
Hereford industry.

“It’s great to have another contact
and resource,” Austin explains. “It is
just great to know more people and it
was great to get to know them better.”

In addition to his involvement at
the national level, Austin maintains
dedication to his state association.

He has served as the Kentucky Junior
Hereford Association treasurer and was
the vice president last year.

Austin has a long list of
accomplishments and has been
presented with much opportunity
during his time as a junior. He
attributes a lot of his successes to his
family and their everlasting support.

“Taylor Belle helps out quite a
bit because I am usually gone,” he
explains. “I will feed in the morning
and when she comes to the farm she
will get the show heifers in, rinse them
and put them in the barn and stuff
when I am usually gone doing hay or
checking cows, so she plays a pretty big
role in making all this happen.”

Although Austin and his sister put
in many hours on the front end to
prepare for JNHE 2016, Austin says
there was also plenty to be done once
they got to Wisconsin this year with
Taylor Belle being the national queen
and him running for the board, so he
is extremely grateful for his parents’
support, as well.

“I would like to thank my dad this
week and my mom because without
them we wouldn’t have been able to
show anything because I was running
for the junior board and Taylor Belle
was queen,” Austin says. “We were
tied up all week, so without them it
would’ve been pretty tough.”

Overall, the week was a whirlwind,
and at the end of it all, Austin says he was
just overwhelmed with joy not only from
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means to form a positive influence on juniors.

his accomplishment but also from his
family being there to see it all play out.
“My grandparents were able to
come here this year and see me get
Herdsman and on the junior board at
the same time,” Austin says. “I actually
lost my grandfather last fall and
without him we wouldn’t be here, so 1
wish he was here to see me get on the
junior board and herdsman. He was a
pretty big influence in our life.”

Moving forward

For Austin, traveling the road with
the NJHA is not nearly over — it is
just beginning.
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The 2016 JNHE was one to remember for
Austin as he was not only chosen junior
herdsman but also elected as a new member
to the junior board.
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Nick Delaney is the 22-year-old son of Jerry
and Shelley Delaney. A native of Lake Bend,
Minn., Nick is a senior at South Dakota State
University and is pursuing a degree in ag
business with a minor in ag marketing and
animal science. He is also on the livestock
judging team. This is Nick’s twelfth junior
national, and he has been showing Hereford
cattle his entire life. Upon graduation, he
hopes to return to the family farm and to operate J Delaney Herefords with his two
brothers, Mike and Marty. He notes having past division winners and being in the
top ten in intermediate showmanship as his biggest accomplishments.

Alexis Eudy is the 22-year-old daughter of Kim
Eudy. A native of Harrisburg, N.C., she is a recent
graduate from North Carolina State University,
where she obtained a bachelor’s degree in animal
science with a minor in ag business. Along with
helping her family on their farm, she is looking

to pursue a career in sales. Alexis notes one of ‘

her proudest moments as being in the top 10

for senior showmanship and winning the junior

showmanship one year. She has been an NJHA member for 14 years and has
been active in the North Carolina Junior Hereford Association. Alexis was on her
state board of directors for seven years and the North Carolina Junior Hereford

Association Queen for two years.
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| ‘l been a member of the NJHA for eight years

: ] and has been active in his state association.
He has been attending junior nationals since 2010. Steven notes, apart from being
elected as a board director at the 2015 JNHE, exhibiting the champion female at the
Kentucky State Fair last year was one of his proudest moments.

Steven Green is the 21-year-old son of Don
and Carol Green. He is from Munfordville, Ky.,
and a current NJHA board director. Steven
attends Western Kentucky University, where
he is majoring in animal science and has plans
of pursuing a master’s degree to reach his
goal of a career in animal nutrition. Steven has

Carter St. John is the 18-year-old son of Kent
and Joy St. John. He is from Pell City, Ala., and
graduated from Pell City High School in May.
Carter has been showing Hereford cattle for 11
years and notes winning reserve intermediate
showman at the 2014 junior national as one of
his biggest accomplishments. Following high
school graduation, he decided to start school in
the fall at Jefferson State Community College
before transferring to Jacksonville State University and obtaining a business
degree. Carter’s long-term goal is to run his own Hereford operation. HW
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“The next three years will be
great,” Austin says. “Junior nationals
is coming to Louisville next year, so I
am excited about that. It'll only be an
hour and a half or two hours for us.
It’'ll be real nice.”

Over the course of the next three
years and beyond, Austin says he
is looking forward to influencing
junior membership across the country
and carrying his family’s tradition
of positively affecting the Hereford
breed. To him that is what being
selected Junior Herdsman of the Year
is all about.

“I want to uphold the image of a
herdsman and be a mentor to the
younger juniors out in the barn,”
Austin explains, “and hopefully
encourage them to strive for being a
junior herdsman one day. I want to
be an image for them to look up to in
the barns and just be a role model for
work ethic.”

Spending time with other Hereford
enthusiasts has historically been one of
Austin’s favorite things about showing
cattle. He says he is not only fostering
lifetime friendships but also paving
the way for his long-term goal with the
Mathenys’ operation.

“Walking around and seeing
all the people you know and just
catching up with them and having a
good time is one of my favorite parts,
Austin says. “I look forward to that
and I plan to return home one day
and expand our operation, so I feel
like getting to know more people and
have more friends in the Hereford
industry is a great asset to have with
that goal one day.”

The junior at Kansas State University
is moving forward with his goal in
mind. With a major in animal science
with a business option and maintaining
involvement with the Association,
Austin is on the right track to make his
goal a reality. But, for now, he says the
excitement of being honored as the 2016
Junior Herdsman of the Year at J]NHE
just hasn’t worn off.

“This is one of the most exciting
moments of my life,” Austin says. “It is
truly an honor. I am grateful that I was
fortunate enough to receive it.” HW
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