
Generation “Y,” or more 
commonly referred to as 
“millennials,” is the group 
born from 1980 to the mid-
2000s. They are the largest 
generation in the United 
States, representing nearly 
one-third of the population. 
I am a member of the “baby 
boomer” generation, my wife 
is part of the generation X 
group and our sons are part 
of this millennial group. 

Millenials will see 
opportunities and challenges 
beyond our imagination, and 
before long, the future of 
our livelihoods will be placed 
squarely on their shoulders. 
The current members of the 
National Junior Hereford 
Association (NJHA) and 
many of the younger 
members of the American 

Hereford Association (AHA) 
are part of this millennial 
group. So, let’s find out what 
they’re about.

Millennials are…

 • Multitaskers
  Millennials are 

multitasking pros 
and can juggle many 
responsibilities at once. 
This ability to multitask 
also means that they 
are easily distracted and 
find social media and 
texting hard to resist.  

 • Connected
  Millennials know 

everything there is to 
know about social media 
because they are living 
it. They are constantly 
perusing Facebook, 

Twitter, Instagram, etc. 
— it’s how they share 
and receive information.

 • Tech-savvy
  There’s no doubt 

that the majority 
of millennials are 
more tech-savvy than 
other generations. 

Millennials want…

 • Instant gratification  
and recognition

  Millennials need to 
feel as if what they are 
doing is important 
and that they are on 
the right track.  

 • Collaboration
  Millennials are 

extremely team-oriented 
and enjoy collaborating 
and building friendships 
with colleagues.

These traits certainly 
define the current group 
of energetic, exciting, well-
informed youth that we 
all witnessed at the Junior 
National Hereford Expo. I 
am excited for them, and I 
think they are well-armed to 
face the opportunities and 
challenges headed their way. 

The AHA Board and 
staff are committed to 
keep giving them the arena 
to build the skills and to 
provide them with the tools 
they will need to continue 
to be productive adults. 
Congratulations to all NJHA 
members, and keep up the 
good work.  HW
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by Jack Ward, executive vice president

The Future Is in Good Hands

17th World Hereford Conference
The Hereford Breeders’ Society of Uruguay and 
the World Hereford Council (WHC) with the Rural 
Association of Uruguay (ARU) will host the 17th World 
Hereford Conference, April 18-25, 2016, at the ARU 
showgrounds at the Prado, Montevideo. 

The conference program is as follows: 

 • April 18: Visit to La Macarena Hereford Farm and 
Kiyú Test Station

 • April 19: WHC meeting, country reports, opening ceremony

 • April 20: Conferences

 • April 21: Show and jury

 • April 22: Show and jury in other categories, closure

 • April 23-25: Post-conference stud visits 

In addition to the conference, there will be a Hereford cattle show and jury as well as a 
commercial, institutional and industrial exhibition related to the breed, farming and meat 
production during the event.

More information can be found at HerefordUruguay2016.org.  HW
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