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by Julie White

W ith roots that run as deep as the family tree is the business of raising Hereford cattle. The legacy 
of Hereford is evident in the following pages — a breed’s heritage that is strong enough to last 
generations and to provide a livelihood to families across the country and a breed that has stood 

the test of an ever-changing industry and remained relevant for even the newest of cattlemen.

The painting below is a true example of 
Hereford Generations. In celebration of their dad’s 
70th birthday, Jess Kane and his brother, Richard 
M. Kane, of Bartlesville, Okla., commissioned “East 
of the City,” by Carolyn Mock, also of Bartlesville.

The two men on horseback are Jess and 
Richard’s dad, Robert, and their grandfather 
Richard “Dick” Kane, overlooking the Hereford 
herd at Redbird Ranch and the eastern skyline of 
Bartlesville. “My grandfather passed away in 2009, 
but when my dad turned 70 a couple of years ago 
we wanted to do something special so my brother 
and I had Carolyn do that for us,” Jess explains.

“My great-grandfather started putting the 
property together in the early 1900s but primarily 
for oil and gas investment,” he remembers. “He 
leased it out and didn’t really operate it as a ranch 
himself. My grandfather got back from WWII and 

decided he was going to run it as a ranch. I think in 
1946 he went down to the Brite Ranch down in the 
Big Bend country of Texas and bought the original 
Hereford herd he put on the Redbird Ranch.”

Today, the ranch runs a herd of black baldie 
cows for a terminal cross. Even though the ranch 
no longer breeds purebred Herefords, Jess says the 
breed is special to the family and asked Carolyn to 
incorporate them into the painting. 

Jess explains the painting is a composite. “What 
we did was conspired with my mom, and we stole 
away a couple of old family photo albums from the 
ranch. I just gave them to Carolyn and she went 
through and found images and clipped them out 
and incorporated them into the painting. The others 
depicted in the painting aren’t anybody specific, but 
they are family members — this is a family ranch 
and we have always done stuff together.”  HW
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