
Christmas Trees  
and Herefords

It may seem like an unusual combination but one  
that has worked for Vollstedt Farms for decades. 

by Sara Gugelmeyer

Imagine children are laughing 
and playing. Their parents help 
them onto a wagon, and they all 

sing a Christmas song as the tractor 
pulls away from the parking lot. When 
the tractor stops, it’s like taking a step 
back in time. The families climb out 
and begin choosing their favorite tree. 
When the perfect one is found, the 
children’s eyes light up as their father 
kneels down and cuts it. 

The tree is loaded, and the 
tractor returns the wagon and the 
family to an old glass greenhouse, 
spectacularly lit with Christmas 
lights. Inside Phyllis Vollstedt and 
Linda Sims greet the families with 
hot chocolate, wassail or coffee and 
homemade cookies. It looks like a 
scene from an old black-and-white 
picture, but there’s a twist. Before 
the children leave, they tug their 
parents’ arms and beg to go pet the 
noses of some Hereford heifers. 

See, in this winter wonderland, 
reindeer are replaced with Herefords. 
Phyllis and Linda have a unique 
combination on their farm. Amongst 
the young Christmas trees graze about 
30 head of registered Hereford cows 
and calves. 

Christmas tree business
The Vollstedt name has long been 
associated with Christmas trees. In 
1968 Phyllis and Linda decided to start 
their own tree farm near Albany, Ore. 

Linda says, “Phyllis bought 
some land to grow Christmas 
trees and it was more land than 

we needed, so we ended up with 
purebred Hereford cattle.” 

The tree business was different 
back then, though. “Originally we 
were growing them wholesale  and 
worked for a broker,” Linda explains. 
“But about 16 years ago, there were 
too many trees on the market and 
the broker didn’t want ours, so we 
decided we’d see if we could run a 
choose-and-cut.”

But that option presented 
challenges. Never before had it been 
an issue, but there was only a single 
lane from the road back to where the 
trees are grown. 

Innovatively, Phyllis and Linda 
decided to use that complication  to 
their advantage. “We bought a wagon 
to transport people and decided to see 
if that would work,” Linda 
explains. “They loved it, 
and it expanded rapidly 
from there.”

Raising the best
The cattle business has 
changed as well, but Linda 
and Phyllis continue to 
do their best to raise the 
best. Bulls and heifers are 
sold mainly private treaty, 
with a few consigned to 
local sales. They use the 
showring to help promote 
their program. 

“In 1995, we had the national 
champion polled bull. We try to stay 
competitive and once in a while we 
get a good win, but we’re usually 
right up there.”

Vollstedt Farms has definitely 
been staying competitive in the tree 
business as well. They have about 
28,000 trees planted at any one time, 
and their single wagon was long-ago 
outgrown. “We’re running two sets of 
wagons. We have two big tractors that 
we rent. We’ll have a wagon carrying 
people and a tree wagon behind that 
and then another people wagon. 
We run two sets of those on a single 
lane road. They have to be totally 
coordinated. If they face each other, 
it’s impossible to back up.” 

Phyllis (left) and Linda enjoy the Christmas tree  
business but say Herefords are their true love. 
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A wagon was bought to solve a 
problem, but quickly became part 
of the attraction.  

More Than
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The wagons go right by the 
Hereford cattle. “We have to go by the 
cattle barns to get to the trees,” Linda 
explains. “The customers absolutely 
love it. We usually keep either the 
heifers or the bulls down by one of the 
wagon stops so everyone can go in and 
feed them little handfuls of hay.” 

The buying season is short but 
hectic. “We open the day after 
Thanksgiving and close about 7 to 10 
days before Christmas,” Linda says.  

They hire college students to 
help out, and Linda’s brothers and a 
close friend help as well. “On a busy 
weekend, we’ll run a crew of 14-15,” 
Linda says.

“You can’t believe how much 
fun it is,” she adds. “We can park 
100 cars in the parking lot and the 
wagons will be running as fast as 
they can go. People will line up to 
get on the wagons.”

When the wagons arrive at the 
greenhouse, trees are unloaded and 
measured, old needles are shaken 
out, and stands sold and put on 
outside. A hot wood stove lures guests 
inside. Popcorn is for sale, but the 
hot chocolate, wassail, coffee and 
homemade cookies are free for the 
taking while customers line up to pay 
for their trees. They made 420 dozen 
cookies to serve to guests in 2011. 

“We’ll absolutely pack that 
greenhouse with people,” Linda says. 

“This year we’ve had several families 
come in with four generations and 
kids that came in when they were 
young that are now bringing their 
children. It’s truly a family affair.” 

Unfortunately, Linda and Phyllis 
are not getting any younger. They 
have year-round help with the trees 
and the cattle, but Linda says, “We’ve 
debated how long we’re going to 
keep doing the Christmas trees and 
everything since we’re both getting 
older, not that we want to admit it. But 
we’re still planting this year and we’ll 
plant some trees that won’t harvest 

for 10 years so we must be 
pretty optimistic. The cows 
will always be here.” 

She adds, “I love my 
Herefords. I love my 
cows. I would never do 
anything other than 
these guys. They are so 
easy to work with.” 

Phyllis says, “I don’t 
think anybody that’s 
raising livestock could ever 
feel like they didn’t need 
to do anything. We’re 
pretty much size-wise 
where we want to be, we 
just want to get better.” 

Linda adds, “It’s always 
the goal to raise the 
greatest ones.”  HW

 We have to go by 
the cattle barns to 
get to the trees. The 
customers absolutely 
love it. We usually keep 
either the heifers or 
the bulls down by one 
of the wagon stops so 
everyone can go in 
and feed them little 
handfuls of hay.  

— Linda  Sims

This small greenhouse becomes a winter wonderland during Christmas tree season. Plenty of free 
homemade cookies and hot drinks are served.  
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