
by Christy Couch Lee

More than a century ago, 
a young businessman 
ventured from England  

to make a start in the U.S. With  
a love for the land and a passion  
for livestock, he began to develop 
the farm and life he desired for  
his family.

And today, the fifth and sixth 
generations of the William S. 
Andras family are continuing 
the tradition of loving the land 
and Hereford cattle — earning 
them the American Hereford 

Association (AHA) 
Century Hereford 
Breeder award. 

— How it all began
William S. Andras 
settled in the area of 
Illinois often known 
as “Burnt Haystacks 
Springs” in 1837.

“Once he 
saw the beauty of this area and 
decided to settle here in 1837, he 
helped incorporate the town and 
renamed it after his hometown of 
Manchester, England,” says Cary 
Andras Jr. 

The Andras operation began 
as a diversified operation with 
Shorthorns and Herefords, two 
breeds of dairy cattle, three breeds 
of hogs, and two breeds of sheep. 

The Andras family’s involvement 
in purebred cattle began in 1898 
when William’s grandson J.C. 
Andras, then 13, paid $600, saved 
from selling seed corn, for the 
purchase of two “well-bred” heifers 

and a bull from Scott and Marsh, 
Belton, Mo. 

Thus, Daylesford Farms 
was born. The Andras family 
purchased their first registered 
Herefords in 1911. 

When J.C. Andras took over the 
family farm, he began to hone the 
operation a bit. The Shorthorns were 
dispersed, and he focused attention 
on the trade of land in the area. 

“My wife and I bought 160 acres 
about a half mile from where my 
grandfather originally settled, and 
lo and behold, when we read the 
abstract, we saw that my grandfather 
had owned it years ago,” says Cary Jr. 
“My grandfather was a businessman.”

J.C. and his wife, Meda, had five 
children: William (“Billy”), John III, 
Paul, Cary and Eliza. 

Under J.C.’s management, the 
family showed and registered 
Hereford cattle under the “J.C. 
Andras and Sons” name. 

By the 1920s the Andras family 
held annual production sales and 
were regular exhibitors at the 
Chicago International Livestock 
Exposition, American Royal, Fort 
Worth Stock Show and National 
Western Stock Show. In 1935 they 
were the first to have a Hereford 
bull — Don Axtell the 16th — win 
all three major shows.

Traveling to these shows was 
often an adventure, Cary Jr. says. 

   
          The Andras family have kept Herefords a                                      part of their lives for more than 100 years.

Don Axtell the 16th brought great recognition for the Andras 
family, claiming championship honors at three major shows. 
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Pictured (l to r) are:  John III, J.C. II, Carey Sr., Billy (William) and Paul 

Andras. They were the first of many Andras family members to 

possess a love of the Hereford breed.
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“The railroad company would 
drop off a rail car in Manchester, 
onto which the show cattle, tack, feed, 
food, crew and hay were loaded,” he 
says. “Usually riding in the boxcar 
with the cattle, the Andras boys 
would settle in for a train ride, often 
several days in duration. They were 
regular exhibitors at Chicago, Kansas 
City, Fort Worth and Denver.”

At the end of World War II, 
J.C. passed away, and the family 
operation was passed on to his sons, 
Cary Jr. says.

“The boys stayed together and 
showed everything as Andras 
Brothers,” he says. “My dad, Cary 
F. Andras, was the first to split off 
in 1947. Up until this time, the 
family raised horned Herefords. But 
after he left, he switched to polled 
Herefords, purchasing a polled 
bull and beginning to register 
as ‘Cary Andras.’ When I joined 
the operation, it became ‘Cary F. 
Andras and Son,’ and we register 
our Herefords as this today.”

The Andras brothers became 
involved in service in the industry. 
Cary served as an officer of the 
Illinois Polled Hereford Association, 
and he and William served as 
officers of the Illinois Valley 
Hereford Association, as well. 

In addition, John was active, 
judging numerous shows across 
the country. 

— Quality genetics
The major bloodlines used by the 
Andras family in the early 20th 
Century were the Domino and 
Anxiety 4th bloodlines. 

“Don Axtell the 16th did well for 
us,” Cary Jr. says. “In 1935, he was 
named champion at the Fort Worth 
Stock Show, the American Royal 
and the Chicago International.”

He was also named the reserve 
champion Hereford bull at the 
American Royal in 1934. 

“He was undefeated as a senior 
calf and as a 2-year-old,” Cary Jr. 
says. “At the time, they had so many 
requests for photos of that bull 
that they had posters made. They 
were extremely popular in the FFA 
classrooms at the time.”

Don Axtell the 16th wasn’t the 
only successful bull in the Andras 
herd. Dominee, Domino, Young 

Axtell, Superior and Star Apollo 
also were prominent sires of the 
herd. Dominee also found success 
at the National Western Stock Show 
in Denver in 1941. In fact, his sale 
led to the marriage of Cary F. and 
Alice Andras.

“My dad was in Denver with show 
cattle and wrote my mom a letter,” 
Cary Jr. says. “The letter said he sold 
Dominee for $5,000, and they could 
then get married.”

— Honed on Herefords 
The Andras family initially chose 
Herefords for their popularity. 

“They were king of the cow 
country out West,” Cary Jr. says. 
“The Herefords calving in that 
rough country wouldn’t come in 
with the heaviest calf, maybe, but 
they would come in with a calf. 
Their fertility was excellent.”

continued on page 118...
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Cary Andras Jr. and his family have lived on the Murrayville farm since 1998, where they maintain about 40 head of purebred Hereford cattle. 
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William’s son, Steven, says the 
family’s continued love for and 
dedication to the cattle business can 
be attributed simply to “genetics.”

“I don’t know if scientists have 
developed a gene recognition for 
loving cattle, but we have it,” he says. 
“We love the cattle and love the land. 
It’s very easy to say it’s family inbred.”

Because of their love of the 
cattle business, many of the fifth 
and sixth generations of the 
Andras family remain involved in 
the industry today. 

— Continuing the tradition
Cary Jr. — an orthopaedic surgeon 
by trade — and his wife, Joan, and 
daughters, Lindsay and Lydia, have 
lived on the Murrayville farm since 
1998. They maintain about 40 
head of purebred Hereford cattle 
at this location. 

Until just two years ago, William’s 
son, Steven and his family — wife, 
Theresa; son, Will, and his wife, Kim, 
and children, Peri and Peyton; and 
daughters, Angela and Christi — 
raised Herefords in the Manchester 
area. They recently have converted to 
a strictly Red Angus herd.

John III’s son, J.C., and his 
wife, Deb, Checotah, Okla., have 
spent a lifetime in the Hereford 
business, as well. J.C. worked 
as a herdsman for T.L. Custom 
Fitting, during which time he was 
named the 1981 Polled Hereford 
Herdsman of the Year. That same 
year, he became the Beartooth 
Ranch assistant manager. After 
Beartooth’s dispersal, he traveled 
as a marketing representative for 
Ace Polled Herefords. 

In 2007 J.C. began managing 
Sparks-Kimbrough Ranch, which 

...A Long Line of Herefords continued from page 117

                       Andras family timeline (continued)

J.C. IV was named the 1981 Hereford Herdsman 
of the Year at the National Western Stock Show. 

The sixth generation of the Andras family continues the tradition of winning. 
Whitney earned a division champion title at the 2008 JNHE. 

Geoff was presented the Wesley Rakestraw Hereford 
Enthusiast Award at the 2009 JNHE.

 J.C. IV was 
named Polled 

Hereford 
Herdsman of 

the Year. 
1981

Geoff was named 
reserve grand 

champion senior 
showman and was 
a herdsman of the 

year finalist.

2011

AHA Century Hereford 
Breeder award  

presented to Cary 
Andras Jr. for the 

Andras family’s 100 
years of involvement in 

the Hereford breed. 
2011

Whitney is serving 
as the Oklahoma 
Hereford Queen.

2012

John V served 
as a National 

Junior Hereford 
Association director.

2000-2003

118    / July 2012   Hereford.org



he did until the ranch’s dispersal 
in 2010. 

J.C. and Deb’s three children 
— John V, Geoff and Whitney — 
have also been actively involved in 
the industry. John was a two-term 
president of the Montana Junior 
Hereford Association (MJHA), 
where he was instrumental in the 
creation of the Certified Hereford 
Beef steer show program.

“He rallied the small group of 
juniors and breeders to create more 
Hereford interest in Montana,” Deb 
says. “And when the Junior National 
Hereford Expo (JNHE) was held in 
Billings, Mont., in 2001, John was 
very much a part of the effort.”

Perhaps John V’s greatest 
contribution to the breed thus far 
was serving as a National Junior 
Hereford Association director 
from 2000-2003. Currently, he 
works for Superior Productions in 
the purebred division, marketing 
registered cattle, and as a Superior 
Livestock Auction representative, 
marketing feeder cattle.

Their son Geoff also served a 
two-year term as a MJHA president, 
in addition to being an officer of 
the Oklahoma Junior Hereford 
Association (OJHA). Geoff’s last 
year as a ‘junior’ was topped off by 
being awarded reserve champion 
senior showman at last summer’s 
JNHE in Kansas City. 

He has been in the top 10 three 
times within the last four years. 
Geoff’s accomplishments don’t 
end at showmanship; he also has 
shown two class winners at the last 

two JNHEs and was honored with 
the inaugural Wesley Rakestraw 
Memorial Award in 2009. 

He works with Langford 
Herefords, Okmulgee, Okla., as  
its herdsman and has achieved 
much success in the industry, 
being named the 2012 Herdsman 
Award winner at the Fort Worth 
Stock Show. 

Their daughter, Whitney, has 
also served as a MJHA director. She 
is currently the OJHA president and 
Oklahoma Hereford Queen and 
has competed in numerous 4-H and 
FFA shows in addition to the past 
five consecutive JNHEs, exhibiting a 
division winner at the 2008 Kansas 
City JNHE.  

— Appreciating the honor
Cary Jr. says receiving the Century 
Hereford Breeder award from the 
AHA is gratifying.

“In a way, it’s saying that I’m 
here, raising Hereford cattle as my 
family has done for more than 100 
years,” he says. “Nobody knows me 
or has heard of me, as they know of 

my cousins Steven and J.C. But I’m 
here, breeding what I like.”

Cary Jr. says he gets the greatest 
pride from seeing his small 
Hereford operation progress and 
continually improve.

“I get the most pride looking 
at calves, and seeing them doing 
what I had hoped they would do,” 
he says. “I inherited the farm, but 
have spent the last 10-12 years 
rebuilding it.” 

More than a century after 
John Cennick Andras settled in 
Illinois, his family is still carrying 
on the tradition of raising quality 
Herefords on the land. It’s safe to 
say he’d be proud.  HW

“I get the most pride 
looking at calves, and 
seeing them doing what I 
had hoped they would do.” 

— Cary Andras Jr.

Cary Andras Jr. (right) receives the  
century award from 2011 AHA president 
John Woolfolk. 

Whitney with Geoff and John, after earning 
the 2011 Oklahoma Youth Expo Senior 
Showmanship title. 

Whitney currently serves as the 
Oklahoma Hereford Queen. 

Geoff was named reserve grand champion senior showman 
at the 2011 JNHE.
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