
A Adron Justiss proudly 
gazes on his last 
stretch of 
crossfencing for 

rotational grazing on his ranch 
near Daingerfield, Texas, the fence 
he built using Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 
Building a fence may not seem like 
an unusual task but Adron is 96. 
He and Robert Williams, his hired 
hand, started building in fall 2007 
and completed stretching the last 
wire July 24, 2008. 

Adron’s family says that he 
never intended to build the full 
two miles, but the brothers he 
hired to do the work kept putting 
it off. So Adron and Robert kept 
building, thinking the fence crew 
would show up one day. They never 
did. A person has only to listen to 
the great sense of satisfaction and 
pride in Justiss’ voice and see the 
smile on his face to know he has 
completed a milestone.

Adron isn’t planning on retiring 
and will continue making a living 
off his land as long as he can. “I 
like this business,” he says with 
conviction. “I enjoy seeing the 
continued improvements in quality, 
plus I’ve been able to meet people 
from all over the country and made 
many lasting friendships.”

A Hereford man
Adron purchased his first 
Herefords in 1936 and has never 
looked back. He says what sold him 
on Herefords were their disposition 
and their ability to be the best 
mother cow of any breed. 

Today the Justiss Ranch herd 
includes about 40 registered 
Herefords plus 250 commercial 
cattle. Through the years Adron 
marketed through the Four Star 
Hereford Sale, then his own 
production sale and currently 
consigns cattle to the Northeast 
Texas Hereford Association Sale 
and through private treaty.

Active in Hereford 
organizations, he was a charter 
member of the Northeast Texas 
Polled Hereford Association 
and served as the organization’s 
president. His wife, Mae, was the 
organization’s secretary for 16 years.

He is also a lifetime honorary 
member of the Texas Polled 
Hereford Association, and he was 
recognized as the show honoree 
at the 1999 Ft. Worth Stock Show 
National Polled Hereford Show.

Recognized as a pioneer polled 
Hereford breeder, Adron’s portrait 
was hung on the American Polled 
Hereford Association Pioneer 
Breeder Wall in 1976.

Caring for the land
Adron says he believes in 

Conservationist
Adron Justiss continues to complete milestones at 96 years of age.

by Melissa Berry, soil conservationist, and the Justiss family

For more than 73 years, Adron has enjoyed seeing to the care of his registered polled 
Herefords on the Justiss Ranch.

Adron designed and oversaw the 
construction of these pens three years  
ago, at 93 years of age.
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applying conservation practices 
in a proactive manner, including 
mowing to naturally keep the 
weeds down, adding lime and 
fertilizer as specified with yearly 
soil testing, and growing clover and 
legumes to maximize his operation. 
His dream was to be able to afford 
crossfencing to rotate his cattle. 

Always looking to the future, 
Adron requested the assistance of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) staff 
to provide recommendations and 
guidance to enhance his operation 
through proper livestock rotation 
and diversity. 

After careful consideration, 
Adron made an application for EQIP 
and was approved for funding in 
2007. Practices planned consisted of 
nutrient management using poultry 
litter to improve plant health and 
productivity on 765 acres. 

A livestock pond was constructed 
according to NRCS’s layout and 
design. Two water tanks and 548.5 
feet of pipeline helped provide 
adequate water for livestock in a 
planned rotational grazing system. 
Two miles of crossfence construction 
for a rotational grazing system, 
have been completed. Madron, his 
daughter, speaks fondly of her father’s 
dream of crossfencing coming true.

“Since Daddy is 96 years old, we 
as a family have asked him from 
time to time about his long-range 
vision for improvements. At one 
point he showed us where he would 
place crossfences if he ever could 
afford to do it. He talked of the 
need for them in order to use the 
grazing land more efficiently, and 
his frustration that he couldn’t 
afford to build them was evident. 

Adron stands proudly in front of the last section of fence completed on the ranch.

“ I like this business. 

I enjoy seeing 

the continued 

improvements in 

quality, plus I’ve 

been able to meet 

people from all over 

the country and 

made many lasting 

friendships.”

continued on page 144...
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He had spent all his life paying 
land notes, finally finishing at age 
86, only to buy a few more acres 
five years later,” Madron says. 

“Daddy and Robert Williams, 
his long-time employee, never 
intended to build the two miles 
of fence themselves. We had 
arranged to have two men, who 
are excellent fence builders, do the 
work. However, due to their sought-
after skill, the date for their arrival 
continued to be pushed into the 
future. Although Daddy set out to 
only set the corner posts, the two 
of them eventually completed the 
entire job themselves.”

Sheila, his daughter who lives 
on the ranch, says that her dad 
amazes her every day. “Watching 
a man of his age plan his work, 
both short- and long-term 
projects, and then carry them 
out is inspiring to me,” she says. 
“He finds joy in working and 
has always said that the happiest 
people are those who work and 
get to see their accomplishments. 
As he completed the two miles 
of fencing, I could feel his sense 
of satisfaction and fulfillment.” 

Madron adds that it was hard 
watching him go out to work on 
the fence in the cold and, later, 
in the extreme heat. “Some days 
he just did not feel like it, yet he 
did not complain. I knew that the 
satisfaction he would get from 
having the job completed and his 
cattle ready to rotate was what he 

wanted more than the extra rest,” 
she says. 

“I watched him stumble on his 
neuropathy-affected feet and steady 
himself against the fence post. 
Compensating for his poor eyesight, 
he patiently used his sense of touch 
to plan the angle and depth he 
needed to make the notch. Over 
and over he chipped out a section 
of the bois d’arc (tree) with his 
chain saw, checked the fit and took 
up the saw again. Concerned about 
his poor sight and the dangers 
of a chain saw, I watched but saw 
how carefully and methodically he 
placed the saw facing away from 
him each time.”

The Justiss family’s dedication 
to the land started more than 100 
years ago with Adron’s grandfather. 
His grandfather purchased 240 
acres in 1868 that developed into 
the Justiss Ranch. Conservation and 
caring for the land must run in the 
family. His grandfather designed 
a terraced gravity flow irrigation 
system that utilized the natural 
flow of water from a three-pond 
source. During droughty seasons, 
he could release one of three valves 
to allow water to trickle over the 
terrace system. Adron still utilizes 
this terrace system. He takes great 
care in treating the land with a kind 
touch and maintains that “If you’re 
going to do something, then you 
should do it right.”

For 143 years, conservation and 
caring for the land has been a 

priority to the Justiss family. Today, 
the ranch includes 1,167 acres. As 
before him, Adron and the Justiss 
family maintain sustainability as 
their primary concern by preserving 
their natural resources through the 
Farm Bill program. 

Adron’s grandson Tyler reflects, 
“Through the years my granddad 
has told me many times that he 
never had the chance to meet either 
one of his granddads, and each 
time I have thought of how proud 
they would be that their grandson 
has kept their memory alive with his 
stories and dedication to improving 
this piece of earth entrusted to him. 
I cannot imagine my first 25 years 
without ever knowing my granddad. 
I do know that if I had never met 
him, I would be missing one of my 
best friends.”

Reminiscing about the past, 
grandson Wesley Theobald says, 
“As a child I noticed how my 
granddad would dedicate hours, 
days and even weeks, if necessary, 
to the well-being of one seemingly 
insignificant sick calf or injured 
cow. As an adult I recognize that 
these memories were really just 
my first glimpse of the underlying 
respectful attitude with which he 
approaches his world.”

With the help of the EQIP 
program, Adron has been able 
to realize his dream of pipelines, 
tanks, ponds and crossfencing to 
improve his land. 

“God has blessed me in many 
ways with a good nation, good state 
and a good ranch,” he says. “I have 
tried to be a good steward of the 
land. My dad, who was selected the 
best conservationist farmer in the 
eastern half of Texas in 1959, taught 
me many good practices.”

Charlie Thompson, a neighbor, 
says, “Adron, a self-made man, 
still works every day. He is really 
dedicated to the land and is an 
outstanding soil conservationist. I 
don’t know what all awards he has 
received through the years, but his 
goal is to leave the land better than 
when he found it.”  HW

Adron with the newly installed water tank. 

...Adron Justiss continued from page 143
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