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Extreme Makeover:

HEREFORD

EDITION

AHA'’s Web site, Hereford.org, gets a major facelift.

by Sara Gugelmeyer

e live in a Web age: a

time when youngsters

don’t remember life
without the Internet and even
old-timers are breaking down
and learning the advantages of
the technology. In 2008 more
than 70% of U.S. households
had Internet access according to
a study by World Development
Indicators, and no doubt, that
number has grown exponentially
since. For this reason, a strong
Web presence is a must for the
American Hereford Association
(AHA) and its affiliates. In early
December, the AHA launched a
new Hereford.org

AHA has had a Web site

for many years, but because of
evolving Web technologies and
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more and more content, it was
overdue for an update. The
AHA staff and Board made

the decision to do a redesign
because a comprehensive Web
site makes AHA information
available to members and those
interested in Hereford 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a
year. “The primary goal for the
redesign was to reduce clutter,
improve layout and design, and
increase overall usability,” says
Angie Stump Denton, AHA
director of communications. “We
wanted it to be simple, accessible
and customizable.”

Some of the problems with
the old site were the difficulty
for the user to find information
and the challenging process for

AHA staff to update the site.
Denton says those issues were of
major concern when they were
discussing the site redesign. “We
wanted cutting-edge functionality
and member-driven customization
— all of which further the core
strategies of the AHA,” she says.

One step at a time

But Web redesigns don’t just
happen on a whim; it took
months of discussion, planning
and programming to make the
redesign happen.

Once the decision was
approved by the Board and
agreed upon by the staff, a
Web design company had to be
chosen and commissioned to
complete the project. Denton
sent out information requesting
bids, and the Hondo Group was
ultimately picked.

The Hondo Group is a full-
service communications agency,
offering clients advertising, market
development, digital strategy and
everything in-between. Hondo’s
main office is in Austin, Texas,
with an additional location in
Darlington, Wis., which handles
agriculture-related accounts.

The Hereford Web site was
handled out of the Wisconsin
office. The group’s agriculture
experience was a plus in the

A new feature of Hereford.org includes
user customization. Note * On the right
you'll see a place where you can enter
your information to customize the page.
You may also add pages to “Favorites”

to find them easier. Once you enter the
information for customization, your state
events will appear on the Event Central
panel. In the top right-hand corner of any
page, you will notice the search function.
Type in whatever you are looking for

and it will help you find the information
anywhere on the site. Remember, placing
a phrase in “quotations” will help you find
exactly those words. For example, if you
want to search “artificial insemination”
place the words in quotes for clarification.
Searching artificial insemination without
quotes will bring up anything with the
words artificial or insemination in it.
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Looking for a particular page? Click on
“Quick Links” at the bottom of any page for
a drop-down menu of all the pages on the
site listed by category.

decision, along with the staff’s
ability to do the open-source
content management system
necessary so AHA staff could
manage the site after the project
was complete. Denton says, the
group’s feedback from past
clients was good and its number
and efficiency of programmers
would allow the project to be
accomplished in a short time.

Plus, the company has a
Hereford connection. “We've
been very lucky to have our
lead contact be Kim Jones,
whose family is in the Hereford
business,” Denton says. “She
understands our audience and
has been very helpful.”

Jones’” husband grew up in the
Hereford business, and now her
family operates a Hereford cow-calf
operation called Wildcat Cattle Co.
Their five children are involved
with the cattle as well, with the
three eldest already participating
in National Junior Hereford
Association shows and activities.
Not only did that give Jones a
personal interest in the project,
but she used her knowledge of the
industry when developing the site.

Once Hondo got the job,
site maps had to be developed,
content had to be generated
and then everything had to be
programmed for the Web.

www.hereford.org
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and where and when to buy

Hereford cattle. )
continued on page 34...
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...Extreme Makeover continued from page 33
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You can find the “Forms Library” listed in the “Favorites” menu. By visiting that page you can find
all the forms you'd ever need easily downloadable in PDF format.
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By clicking on the “HW Magazine” link at the top of any page, you can view the current Hereford
World issue, as well as back issues. Issues will be posted in a flip-style, allowing you to turn each
page just like you would read the actual magazine, as well as as PDFs of the editorial content. An
innovative search option on the right side of the page gives you the opportunity to search for any
name or subject printed in past issues of the magazine, since 2006. You may specify which issue
you would like to search or do a search of all issues.
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The Education Center page allows you to learn more about many things pertaining to Hereford and
beef cattle, such as a glossary of terms and body condition scoring, just to name a few.
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“National Shows Results” is an option under “Favorites” or you can find it under the Seedstock tab
and “Shows and Events.” Once clicking on the “National Show Results” you can select the show from
which you would like to see results. Click on the arrows to drill down within each show to see division
winners and class placings. You can click on a picture to see it enlarged. HW
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