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Orr Inducted Into Hereford Hall of Fame

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Jack Orr, Granby, Colo., was inducted into the Hereford Hall of 

Fame Nov. 2 in Kansas City during the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual 

Membership Meeting. The Hall of Fame honor annually recognizes breeders who’ve 

dynamically influenced the direction and advancement of the Hereford breed.

 Jack was raised on his family’s ranch near Kremmling, Colo. Growing up, Jack 

was his maternal grandfather’s, Fred DeBerard’s, right-hand man and learned from him 

about all facets of ranching and raising champion purebred and commercial Herefords. 

Fred was previously inducted into the AHA Hall of Fame in 1979.

By the time Jack started high school he was in charge of his family’s commercial 

herd. In 1953 Jack married Alta, and they raised three sons and a daughter, while 

continuing to ranch with his granddad. In the mid-1960s Jack, his father, Ted, and brother 

Ted Jr., formed Orr Cattle Co. During the late 1960s and 1970s the ranch exhibited 

numerous champion and reserve champion carloads of Hereford feeder steers and heifers at 

the National Western Stock Show (NWSS) and all other major shows including Phoenix, 

Chicago and Kansas City.

When Orr Cattle Co. dispersed, Jack and Alta purchased the Linke Ranch at 

Granby, Colo., and the Eagles Nest Ranch east of Kersey, Colo., and continued raising 

Herefords. Jack’s accomplishments in the showring started when he was managing his 

grandfather’s cattle in 1956 and continued through 1985 with his own cattle. 

In 1970 Jack served as the youngest president of the Colorado Cattlemen’s 
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Association. He continues to serve on the NWSS board of directors, a position he’s been in 

for more than 25 years. Jack has also served as president and board member of the 

Colorado Hereford Association and board member of the National Cattlemen’s Beef 

Association and the Colorado State Fair Commission. 

Jack was part of a Colorado delegation to Japan in 1969, Hereford breeder Donald 

Norgren explains. “Jack’s contacts culminated in the export of Hereford heifers from 

Colorado over several years to northern Japan.”

Jack’s eldest granddaughter, Tonya Orr-Perez, says that she and her sisters have 

recently gotten back into the Hereford business. “As young Hereford breeders, my sisters 

and I can only hope we can contribute as much to the Hereford breed as our great-

grandfather and grandfather did.”

Jack has retired from real estate and resides on the ranch in Granby. He looks 

after summer pasture cattle, fixes fence and irrigates the meadows to pass the time.

###

The American Hereford Association, with headquarters in Kansas City, Mo., is one of the 

largest U.S. beef breed associations. The not-for-profit organization along with its subsidiaries — 

Certified Hereford Beef (CHB) LLC, Hereford Publications Inc. (HPI) and American Beef Records 

Association (ABRA) — provides programs and services for its members and their customers, while  

promoting the Hereford breed and supporting education, youth and research. For more information 

about the Association, visit Hereford.org.

For pictures and additional news releases, visit www.herefordphotoshop.com/media.  

Enter “Hereford09” when prompted for a password.

CUTLINE:

Jack Orr, Granby, Colo., was inducted into the Hereford Hall of Fame Nov. 2 in Kansas City 

during the American Hereford Association (AHA) Annual Membership Meeting. Pictured (front 

row, l to r) are: Owen, Jack, Isabella and Olivia Orr, all from Denver. Second row (l to r) are: 

Katie Egbert, Benicia, Calif.; Kyle and Tonya Perez, Nara Visa, N.M.; Jack and Alta Orr; Kaycee 

and Jason Hoffman, Thedford, Neb. Back row (l to r) are: Susie and Ed Orr, Greeley, Colo.; Fred 

and Coleen Orr, Denver; Val Orr and Steve Bosley, Broomfield, Colo.; Clair and Deb Orr, 

Kersey, Colo.; Jean Hinman, Ft. Morgan, Colo.; and Tammy Ellerman, Ft. Lupton, Colo.
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