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Highlights of the 2015 Cattle Industry Convention and NCBA Trade Show.

More than 8,200 
cattlemen and 
women from 

across the country attended 
the 2015 Cattle Industry 
Convention and National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association 
(NCBA) Trade Show at the Henry 
B. Gonzalez Convention Center in 
San Antonio, Texas, Feb. 4-7. This 
convention is the largest annual 
gathering of the beef industry, 
and this year’s event broke the 
attendance record set in Nashville, 
Tenn., two years earlier.

The convention hosted cattle 
industry enthusiasts for a week of 
education, entertainment, committee 
meetings and policy development. 
The event included joint and 
individual meetings 
sponsored by five 
industry organizations: 
NCBA, the Cattlemen’s 
Beef Promotion & 
Research Board (CBB), 
the American National 

CattleWomen Inc. (ANCW), 
CattleFax and the National 
Cattlemen’s Foundation (NCF). 

This year’s trade show was 
the largest to date, featuring 360 
exhibitors. On the trade show 
floor were two education areas, 
including a demonstration area 
with live animals to provide hands-
on instruction. NCBA’s Learning 
Lounge presented 30-minute 
educational sessions to provide 
attendees valuable educational tips 

from industry experts in informal, 
face-to-face, technology-friendly 
classroom settings. 

Leadership
Philip Ellis, a fifth-generation 
Wyoming cattleman, succeeded  
Bob McCan as NCBA president 
during the association’s board of 
directors meeting.

“It was a great honor for me 
to take the gavel and begin my 
term as president of NCBA in San 
Antonio,” Ellis says. “The fact that 
our organization and our industry 
are riding a wave of optimism right 
now made the occasion even more 
enjoyable for all of us who gathered 
to participate in the 2015 Cattle 
Industry Convention and NCBA 

Trade Show. We set a 
record for attendance at 
the meeting and the level 
of participation was very 
encouraging. It shows that 
we are on the right path 
and I believe we have a 
great deal to look forward 
to in the year ahead.”

Ellis stewards a 
commercial cow-calf 
operation, Marsh and Ellis 
Ranch, LLC, in Bear Creek 

The American Hereford 
Association (AHA) and Certified 
Hereford Beef (CHB) LLC booth 
in San Antonio provided a place 
for cattlemen and Hereford 
enthusiasts to visit with AHA staff 
about Hereford’s advantages and 
to pick up promotional materials. 
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Valley in southeastern Wyoming. 
Originally, the Marsh and Ellis 
Ranch was a purebred Hereford 
herd, but now it is a commercial cow 
and yearling operation with Red 
Angus and Hereford cross cattle. 

The new NCBA president-elect 
is Tracy Brunner of Kansas. Craig 
Uden of Nebraska is NCBA’s vice 
president; Jennifer Houston of 
Tennessee was selected as chair of 
the federation division; and Kevin 
Kester of California will serve as 
chairman of the policy division. 
New to the 2015 officer team is 
Steve Hanson of Nebraska, who 
will serve as vice chairman of the 
federation division. Vice chairman 
of the policy division is Steve 
Scott of Tennessee, and serving 
as treasurer is Hereford breeder 
Richard Gebhart of Oklahoma.

Cattlemen’s College
The Cattle Industry Convention 
kicked off with two days of 
producer education on Feb. 3 and 
4. Cattlemen’s College has become 
widely known as one of the most 
thorough, in-depth educational 
events offered to cattlemen and 
women in the country. Celebrating 
its 22nd year, the event saw 
outstanding attendance with more 
than 1,350 attendees.

Hands-on cattle demonstrations 
kicked off the event Tuesday night, 
highlighting how beef producers 
can add value to their market cows. 
Industry experts, including Dr. 
Gary Smith, Dr. Keith Belk and 
Dr. Dale Woerner, explained how 
cattlemen can improve the quality, 
consistency and competitiveness of 
beef produced from market cows 
through management decisions on 
the farm or ranch. 

Also, as part of the industry’s 
effort to increase producer 
education, the checkoff-funded Beef 
Quality Assurance (BQA) program 
introduced and updated “Cattle 
Care and Handling Guidelines” 
at the Producer’s Forum Tuesday 
evening. The guidelines, which are 
industry-wide standards for cattle 
care and handling, now include the 
2014 BQA supplemental guidelines, 

advice on cold stress management 
and guidelines for the judicious use 
of antibiotics in the cattle industry. 

“Cattlemen take great pride in 
properly caring for their livestock 
and the BQA program has proven 
very successful in providing 
guidelines that producers can adapt 
to fit their needs,” said Josh White, 
director of producer education 
for the NCBA. “This refreshed 
handbook provides additional 
information with updated graphics 
and a revised look.” 

Cattlemen’s College started back 
up early Wednesday morning with 
a keynote address by Chef Mike 
Erickson, who is a champion at 
connecting consumers to how beef 
is raised. Erickson advocates for the 
beef industry and dedicates his time 
to teaching others in the culinary 
arts about how beef gets from 
pasture to plate. 

“I think it is important for 
people in the culinary world to 
understand how beef is raised and 

CattleFax predicts strong prices to remain in 2015
The CattleFax Outlook Session on Feb. 5 at the 2015 Cattle Industry Convention and 
NCBA Trade Show gave cattlemen and women reasons to be optimistic. Analysts told the 
capacity crowd to expect fed cattle prices averaging in the mid-$150s, slightly higher than 
last year. Prices will trade in a range from near $140 at the lows to near $170 at the highs in 
the year ahead while early year highs for 550 lb. steers will range from near $285 to lows 
near $235. Analysts cited the improved forage situation, lower grain prices and record 
margins in 2014 for feeders and stockers as the primary reasons cow-calf producers will 
remain in the driver’s seat for the year ahead.

Despite exceptional prices in 2014, CattleFax CEO Randy Blach said he expects the 
market peak is behind the cattle industry now.

“We put the top in the market in the past year and the signal for expansion has been 
transmitted,” he said. “We will begin to see some modest expansion in herd numbers now 
and that will cause prices to trend lower in the years ahead than what we saw in 2014.”

He explained that growing supplies of cattle and beef over the next several years will 
rebalance the normal price and margin environment among industry segments.

“Prices will then retreat back to the lower end of the new trading range,” said Blach.
Despite the adjustment, he explained that cow-calf producers will continue to see 

relatively strong returns over the next four to five years, aided by corn prices expected to 
average $3.60 per bushel in 2015 and an improved forage production picture.

Art Douglas, Ph.D., professor emeritus at Creighton University, presented the annual 
weather forecast, which projects moisture conditions in the United States through  
the summer.

“El Nino conditions have again built across the Pacific and this will fuel a split jet 
stream pattern into the Southwestern United States. Moisture will gradually increase in 
February from southern California to the southern High Plains,” said Douglas. “Snow-
packs in the northern Rockies are expected to remain well below normal at 50-70 percent 
levels while the southern Rockies should gradually build their snowpack through March. 
As the jet heads east it will pick up Gulf moisture and lead to above normal rainfall 
throughout the southeast.

“The pesky ridge in the West will gradually weaken during February and by the spring 
this will allow moisture to increase in the Pacific Northwest,” he explained. “A strong Great 
Lakes trough is forecast to keep a broad portion of the United States colder than normal 
through the spring and early summer.”

Douglas said this pattern should lead to delayed planting in the Corn Belt with 
possible threat of late frosts into the late spring.

“The cool temperatures are likely to persist into early summer and this will slow crop 
progress but be ideal for corn pollination in July. The silver lining in the forecast is that the 
Midwest should turn warmer by August and September and this will help speed up crop 
maturation,” he said.  HW
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get to know the people who spend 
their lives producing such a fine 
product for us,” said Erickson. “If 
those of us preparing the beef are 
educated on how it is raised, we 
can help spread the positive story 
of beef. The cattle industry has so 
much good going for it and we have 
to get that message out to people.” 

Throughout the day, attendees 
could choose from a wide range of 
informative, hands-on educational 
workshops designed for cattle 
operations of every size and sector. 
Classes ranged from understanding 
the economics of rebuilding the 
domestic herd and land and water 
rights issues in the United States 
to proper cattle nutrition and the 
future use of antibiotics in food 
animals. Each session delivered 
stimulating and thought-provoking 
information to help cattlemen and 
women generate higher returns 
back home on the ranch. 

For more convention news and 
highlights, visit NCBA’s website, 
beefusa.org, or the online meeting 
coverage site, 4cattlemen.com.  HW

Producers offered free BQA certification
During the annual Cattle Industry Convention, Boehringer Ingelheim Vetmedica, Inc. (BIVI) 
announced a Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) free-certification period through April 15. Beef 
producers can take advantage of free BQA certification online courtesy of BIVI and the BQA 
program, funded in part by the beef checkoff.

BQA helps increase consumer confidence in the beef industry by demonstrating that 
the industry strives to produce a safe, wholesome product. All segments of the industry 
can benefit from becoming BQA-certified, including producers from cow-calf, dairy, stocker 
and feedyard operations and anyone affiliated with those segments. With an overall focus 
on animal handling and disease treatment and prevention, online certification modules are 
customized to meet each segment’s needs.

“The beef industry has embraced BQA as the right thing to do for our industry. BQA 
certification helps producers share with consumers their commitment and pride in raising 
quality beef,” says Josh White, executive director of producer education and the national 
BQA program leader. “The partnership with BIVI helps encourage producers and their 
employees to become certified.”

Beyond reinforcing industry best practices for cattle production, obtaining BQA 
certification can be a useful tool in an ever-changing industry landscape where consumers 
want to be assured they are receiving a product raised in ways that align with BQA.

Certification in BQA is rapidly increasing through the partnership of free online 
certifications from BIVI, now entering its third year. More than 16,000 have enrolled in the 
BQA free-certification program since BIVI partnered with BQA in 2013 — an impressive 
number that reflects both beef and dairy producers’ commitment to producing a quality 
beef product.

For more information about your beef checkoff investment, visit MyBeefCheckoff.com.  HW
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